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ADMIRAL THE 

RIGHT HOff. SIR GEORGE COCKBDRN, 



Thb kind pemuBaon which I have ob- 
tained, of dedicating this small work to you, 
makes me legiet that, imder such distinguished 
patronage, I have not been able to offer some- 
thing more worthy of your perusal ; but hav- 
ing been employed in New Zealand during 
the late disturbances there, I was induced on 
my tetum to endeavour to give such authentic 
information as I was able to gain duiing the 
time I was serving on that station, as well as 
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\1 DEDICATION, 

to aubtnit my own reminiBcences of the late 
proceedings against the rebel natives ; no one 
else having written on this subject. Tmstdng 
that you will make allowances foi the narra- 
tion of events which oocuned in my midalup- 
man's days, 

I have the honour to subscribe myeelf, 
With the greatest respect, 

Tour humble servant, 
H. P. M<:KILL0P, LraoT. RJ*. 

LOHDOH, JULT 20, 1849. 
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REMINISCENCES 
TWELVE MONTHS' SERVICE 

NEW ZEAIAiro. 



INTRODUCTOEY CHAPTER. 
Before entering on the subject wHidi was 
the all-important one on my arrival in New 
Zealand in H.IVI.S. CalUope, in 1845 — ^namely, 
the native rebellion, oi the war between the 
intruders and ezcludere — I will endeavour,. 
from the most authentic information, to give a 
slight sketch of the commeDcement and gra- 
dual growth of the ill-feeling, and the conse- 
quent calamitous events which have bo unfor- 



cGoogk 



2 INTBODUCTOET CHAPTEE. 

tunately taken place, between the aborigines ol 
New Zealand and our own countiymen in that 
colony. 

Pievioos to New Zealand becoming a Bri- 
tisli colony, England acknowledged it aa a &ce 
Btate, and, in compliance with the lequeste ol 
a confederatioa of cUefi, offered to affi)rd il 
protectioa from foreign aggresdon. While thus 
allied, the New Zealand Company sent out a 
numbei of emigrants, under the superinten- 
dence of an agent, to form a colony on the 
shores of these extensiTe islands, leaving the 
selection of a locality to the agent and principal 
settleiB. The only Etuopeans in the country 
^or to this, were those engaged in the whale 
fish^e^ a &w sawjess Sroto. Sydney, and a 
number of escaped convicta iiom the latter 
place and Van IXemau's Land, who were living 
& desultory lifi^ without laws or any form of 
goremiBent, miwgliwg with the natives and 
ad(^>ting most of their customs. The early 
settlers, on leaving Bn^and, had entered into 
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EABLT BETTI.I1BS. 3 

t to lire under a Toluotarilj oaa- 
Btitnted authority of tb^ own eelectioD from 
among tKemselves. Thia " happy-femily" kind 
of republic waa knocked on the head eacai a&ss 
the arrival of Captain Hobson, as Lienteosnt- 
C^oremoF; who, on aBauming office, heaiing 
c^ some of the acta of these self-constituted 
magistrates, appeaia to have cos«dered them 
guilty of high treason, and was very indig- 
nant at their presumption. The bulk of the 
Bettlers, who were at this time governing' 
themselves on the ahorea of Cook's Straits, 
amounted to 14,000, living together without 
the benefit of an authorised governor; coa- 
seqnratly the peaceable portion were sub- 
ject to many annoyances from the want of 
laws and discipline, during which time his 
Excellency was at the other end of the island, 
some 800 nules distant, with no one bat hia 
personal staff to govern. This, and the eubee- 
guent selectacm of Auckland as the seat of 
government (at the time a. serious incouve- 
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4 INTEODUCTOET CHAPTEE. 

nience to the settlers, from its distance from 
the port where they had located themselves), 
caused a deadly feud between the Governor 
and the Company, which Las seriously im- 
peded the advancement of the colony. 

A demonstration on the part of France to 
form a penal settlement in some part of these 
islands, seems to have been the cause of our 
spuming the sovereignty over what we had 
previously considered a free state. Whether 
our claim by purchase or discovery is the 
soimdest, I will not attempt to say; but it is a 
very general opinion amongst the natives, 
particukrly those in the southern provinces, 
that we have gradually assumed the dominion 
of their country without having any legal 
claim to such power. From the very earliest 
date of which we have any accounts of these 
people, up to the present time, I can 6nd no 
instance of their having gratuitously com- 
mitted any of the many outrages of which 
they have been guilty. Although they have 
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CONDUCT TO THE NATIVES. 5 

from time to time committed the most shock- 
ing massacies upon what appeared to us slight 
provocation, sdll we must take into con^dera- 
tion their natural ferocity in their dealings 
with each other, and the little restraint they 
have ever been accustomed to put upon their 
worst passions when once roused ; and, at the 
same time, divesting ourselves of all prejudice, 
look fairly at the conduct of our own unhappy 
countrymen who were the sufferers in these 
melancholy tragedies. 

If we go back as far as 1769, we find that 
most of the mishaps which befel Captain 
Cook's people were caused by the thoughtless- 
ness of some of his own party. In mentioning 
a skirmish which took place between himself 
and some of the New Zealanders, who had 
attacked him, imagining that he came to make' 
war on them, he says — " I had much trouble 
to lestrEun the seamen and marines, who, 
either from fear or love of miBchief, showed 
as much impatience to destroy these people as 
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9 INTBODnOTOBT OHAFTISB. 

a Bportaman would to kill liis game." The 
dispoeitioii to treat this people less as fellow- 
creatures than 06 cuiiouB animals, has made 
them as euspidoue of us and oui good faith as 
ire are t^ them. 

A French savigatot, Mondeor De SurviUe, 
who visited New Zealand at the tame time 
as Cook (1769), was guilty of a most unwar^ 
rantabie piece of cruelly and ingratitude 
towards tbeee unsuspecting saVages, af^ 
having received great kindness from them; 
a part of his crew, who were sick, and 
landed for the benefit of ihw health, lived 
on the bounty of the natives, for which tlie 
chief would receive no remuneration. He 
had missed a small boat> which he believed 
the natives had stolen. In conseq^uence, he 
made a prisoner of the very <^ef who had 
liberally entertained his eick crew; and, not 
satdsfied with that, burnt down tiie village 
where they had been lodged. The <^ef soon 
af^rwards died on board the ship. 
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IHFOUnO TBEATHENT. 7 

In 1810, the ship Bot/d vm at Wuigaroar, 
jffocuring Bpaia; tiie captidii had been catbar 
too hasty in resenting some eli^t ^k&, ae 
vdl 09 onel and impoHtio in pnnidbing a New 
. Zealander, -whom he had brought Stom Hew 
SonthWalee, just before hevTBS landed. Uris 
man, emarting firom hia stripes, and burning 
-with a savage deaie to revenge his dieiioDouiv 
able treatment, used all his eloquence to excite 
his fiiends to wipe out the stain in the white 
man's blood. Hewag backed byachief of some 
note who had twice visitfid Sydney, and who 
had that morning called on the captain of the 
ill-fated £oi/d to pay his respects to him, but 
had been badly received, having been dedied 
to go away and not tronble him, as he was 
busy. The proud old savage (who had been 
a oongtant guest at the Governor's table at 
Port Jackson) was highly of^ded at this 
treatment, immediately left the cabin, and 
afWr stamping a few minutes on the dedc, 
went into his canoe. From the accoonte of 
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8 INTBODUCTOBT CHAPTEB. 

the savages, it appears that the captiuB 
landed soon after this, when he was met by 
the fiiends of the man whom he had punished, 
«B well as the indiYidual himself. He was only 
atmed with his fowling-piece; the natives 
rushed on him, when he fired and killed a child, 
and was immediately afterwards dispatched. 
In the mean time the ship was taken poa< 
sesfflon of by the chief whose dignity had been 
hurt by his rude recepticm. Blood having 
been once shed, a horrible scene ensued; the 
unsuspecting sailors falling an easy prey to 
their merciless enemies. The writer of this 
narrative appears to think that, had the un- 
fortunate capt^ acted with more discretion, 
in giving ofience to these untamed and highly- 
excitable people, this sacrifice of life might 
have been avcnded, as nothing of the sort 
appears to have been premeditated. 

Anollier traveller, in speaking of a similar 
catastrophe, says, that although ilo immediate 
provocation had been received, a hundred of 
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DOUBTPCL TITLE TO LAND. 9 

tbe natives hod been murdered at different 
times by tKe crews of the diffetent European 
ships which had Tinted the place where this 
occurred — these people, from their thoughtless 
cruelty, brin^g a dreadful retribution on their 
innocent countrymen. In this way all confi- 
dence seems to have been destroyed on both 
sides. And when we consider who and what 
the early European visitors to this colony were, 
we cannot be so surprised at the length of 
time it has taken to bring about anything like 
a mutual good understanding. 

Of later years the means used by us to get 
possesion of large tracts of land, has in many 
instances proved meat clearly to the natives 
that they have been taken advantage of; for 
it is astonishing how soon and how well they 
understand anything in which their own in- 
terests are concerned. Immediately Kew Zea- 
land became a British colony, &e value of 
land was increased, and every one on the spot 
coveted a few acres of the new colony. Many 
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10 IHTEODDCTOET CHAPTaB. 

people &0I11 Sydney came down in a Imrry, 
to drive a haid bai^un Trith the nativefl ; 
knowing that, bowerei lame ih.Gi clunu 
might be, poSBesdon wis the great con&< 
dcntion. Ihe niissionaiieB are also aocnsed 
with having exerted their influence in the 
land-jobHng way. 0nfoitanately, in this 
Kiamble, tiie di^rent paTties opposed eadi 
otho', by which all Buflered, The Govern- 
ment also purchased large tracts of land, so 
fer from the Company's settlement that the 
interest of these two places became quite 
c^^toste; tmd whatever was done by the 
Government to benefit the settlement fonning 
under their patronage, depremted ^e valiie 
of its rival This rivalry had the worst e&ct 
on the natives; the price of land in the imme- 
diate neighboutbood of Auckland waa raised 
to such an exortatant sum, tiiat the natives, 
thinking firom this that they had bera cheated, 
made sew demands upon those who had al- 
leady purdiased laud at what they then con- 
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BTVAL BETTLEHENTS. 11 

ddered a fair pnce. Appeals, in conseq^uenoe, 
irere made to tbe authoiitieB, to decide srbai 
knd bad been &irly purchased, and what 
had not The verdict was frequently given 
against the Bmopeans, which, thou^ just 
in some caaee, had the most pemicious e&ct 
on the whole colony; for the natiTea, once 
finding that it was possible to obtain DU»e 
payment fot their land, considered thon- 
selves entitled to repayment for the whole. 

The natives, with their nsu^ cunning, sooa 
discovered that the local Government had no 
friendly disposition towards the Company; tad 
when Mi. Spain, the land commissioner, was 
conducting the inquiry and settling the titles 
to the land, lasting animosities began between 
the two races, through a few individuals 
btought into such immediate opposition, that 
BO deciuoQ could have prevented one party or 
t^e other fiucying himself injured. Hw 
savage being placed in the witness-box, and 
knowing at the time that if he made out tliat 
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12 IKTBODUCTOBT CHAPTER. 

he misunderstood the agreement vrhicii lie had 
altered into, he should receiTe a fresh lot of 
mnaketa and tohscco, found this a greater 
temptatioQ than his honest truth was proof 
against. TheeTidenceofnstiTesgenerallyjwith 
the exception of a chief or two, amply served to 
confuse a very plain transaction ; and the very 
nature of the rights to be determined rendered 
any satis&ctory resnlt impossible, even on the 
beet evidence. One tribe wanted payment, 
having occupied the land which they were 
told gave them n right; another tribe, who 
had conquered the former occupants, and 
only permitted them to redde on their land, 
advanced another claim; a third tribe declared 
that they had migrated voluntarily from the 
spot in former fimes, and bad a right to return. 
Take, for instance, the claim of Kauparaha (a 
man who has done about as much harm in the 
colony as any savage well could) to the valley 
of Wurou, which led to the deplorable mas- 
eacie which I shall have to mention elsewhere. 



cGoogk 



KA.CPABAHA. 13 

Bauponklia, originally firom the interior of the 
Northern Island, succeeded in getting a foot- 
ing on the noith shore of Cook's Strait, and 
ultimately planted himself on a small island in 
the middle of that channel There he watched 
his opportunity, stole over with his band to 
the opposite coaet, and after some fighting, 
succeeded in destroying man, woman, and 
child of the tribe which he found at Wairou. 
He had never dwelt there, or anywhere else 
in the Middle Island ; he and his people had no 
habitation there. For this claim, such as it 
was, hehadbeen paid; but, hearing that there 
was a chance of getting more for his ill-gotten 
property, he determined on preventing the put- 
chasers irom taking posaesson until the land 
oomniissioner had decided whether the sum he 
had recaved was sufficient. Soon after it was 
known that no proceedings were to be taken 
agunst Bauparaha and the others concerned 
in this horrible transacUon (not even the form 
of a trial to pronomice who were wrong and 
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14 IKTBODUCTOBT CHAPTGB. 

■who were tight), otlker mBoriea (lutires) 
equally wiOing to raceiTe more payment for 
whtt they had already sold, lepoaeessed 
themselTes of portions of land iar ad- 
TMOced in cultiration by the European oc- 
capieiB. Had proper stepa been taken at 
cotce to ascertain how far they were justi- 
fied (px in some coses squatten had taken 
temporary posseaaon with no other claim than 
that of occupation), the subsequent disasters 
might have been in a great measure pr«- 
Tented; but the feeble authorities allowing 
these irregularities to proceed unnoticed, caused 
the aggrieved settlers to take the law in their 
own hands, as far as retailing the land they 
had worked so bard to bring into its present 
state; for in some instances they had been 
warned to quit their houses, while the nadvea 
gained confidence, as every claim advanced 
by them was tacitly allowed to be just. The 
consequence of all this was, that some of out 
stsrdy counttymen, who could not brook these 



cGoogk 



JOHH HKKI. 15 

iqieated trula of patience, resented pietAj 
ah&iplj the treBpasses of tlie greedy nttoiies; 
foi Tlucb, howerer, tbey ^ere doomed to 
eufiei Utterlj, many being murdered — in some 
instances whole &milies falling a sacrifice to 
the w<^al mismanagement Trhich, up to the 
amval of Captun Grey, had been carried on. 
Such was the case of the Company's settlers 
on our arriTal at Wellington. 

The disturbances in the B^ of Islands had 
been brought about by the meddling of some 
31-disposed Europeans, who, through jealousy 
of a party c£ their own countiymeoj appear to 
have incited the tnrbuleot John Heki to 
make t*'" extraordinary attack on the flag-Bta£f 
at Koiorarika. The misskmaiiee were roundly 
accused of fitvooring these iU-dispoeed natives, 
as they were supposed to be unwilling to sanc- 
tion the acquititi(» of eo much knd in their own 
immediate neighbourhood hy the settleia, as, 
pierioosly to tiiar arrival, the whole snrround- 
ing coontry had been under their control. 
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16 INIBODCCrrOBT CHAFTEB, 

In what I shall hare to say of John Heki 
and die other chiefs, of whose characters I 
have given a slight sketch in the next chapter, 
it will he seen that the civiliaed and Chiistian 
Heki was the instigator of all the ill-doings in 
that part of the island. It was to keep him 
in check that troops wete first sent to the Bay 
of Islands; and, unfortunately, the number 
being so small allowed him to hold them, and 
the authorities who sent them, in contempt; 
this had the effect of strengthening Heki's 
position, and procuring him many more fol- 
lowers, who thus had time given them to pre- 
pare to cope with the military force which it 
was afWwards necessary to send, in order to 
prevent the whole of the white population from 
being murdered or driven from the island. A 
breach of ffuth on the part of the English, 
during some negotiations between them and 
the natives, also produced the worst con- 
sequences. At this crisis, Pomare, a chief 
of some note, being invited on board an 
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En^tsh man-of^var to discine tlie pmnt at 
Taiisace, traa detuned as s prisoBer; vrJiidc 
impolitic sctiui the mtiveB hero nevor {ae- 
gatbea: The fill of KoirontiikB, -wiaeh. 'was 
liie woist M tbe mioij ausfbrtuoes idtendiiig' 
th« firet militauy opeis^ans in dda 0^007^ 
imfortumtelj Btoeng&eBod 1^ enoneons im- 
pTeseioii irliidi the nativea had fibimad of oar 
skin in irarikre; the tarminstian of tiis 
ntekncholy encounter between the natives 
and a p*^ of settLeis, on the phtins of 
Wairaa, having {neriondy become a matter 
of boast amongst the maories l^iroughout the 
whole country. 

In the early days of the gOTenunent of !N«w 
Zealand by us (1840), a Ixeaty waa made 
with the natives, the original intention of 
which wae to prevent any maoiies &om batng 
deprived of tiieir land by our gra a p ai ^ 
conntiymen, and also to saeoje to tiwm tina 
unmolested exertuse of tbeir maonras and 
customs; and notwithstanding t^ many en^ 
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croacbments which fiom time to time have been 
made hy us on the original treaty, and vinch. 
the maories have so firmly lealsted, we liave 
been obliged to fiiU back oa it The natural 
consequences of an established government at 
first checked the traffic between the nativea 
and the whale ships, and made them both 
feel the inconvenience of such lestrictions as 
a ciutom-house, magistrates, police, &c, im- 
posed upon their hitherto free trade. The 
crews of the numerous whalers felt these 
leBtrictions even more than the natives, and 
ui^ed the latter to stand out against these 
invasions of their freedom. They found ready 
listeners in John HeH, his imde Kawiti, and 
Fomare, in the Bay of Islands, who were all 
interested in this matter, having previously 
been in the habit of supplying ships af^ a 
long sea voyage with the different requiates, 
receiving contraband goods in payment. 
The actions of Bruce, Wallace, and other 
pa^ots, were dted by these mischievous 
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Euiopeana to influme the minds of those 
excitable people. The &ta of the aborigineB 
of the neighbouimg colony, aB a drea^ul ex- 
ample of what they would come to, was also 
held out as an inducement to them to leaist the 
display of the English flag, which they weie 
led to beliere wae the badge of their Blavery. 
The wai agunst the flag-staff, mentioned in the 
succeeding chapter, in the sketch I have given 
of John Heki's chantcter,'was carried on by 
the natives with the greatest perseverance, 
and the flag-staff frequently cut down, even 
after a block-house had been built near it, 
and a party of soldiers stationed there for its 
protection. The attack on Eororarika, which 
their success in the previous aggressions en- 
couraged them to attempt, was fatal in its 
termination to the peace of the Bay of Islands. 
The arrangements appear to have been well 
made, and the town was surprised at daylight, 
and, much to their own astonishment, fell into 
dieir hands. 

C2 
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AAers Mmee^id peattettaX otihe eetden, 
ijieit intenlxm at fiist seems to harre been 
dixected pnncipallj to ^e casbm-lioiise, 
which ihey wen detenmned to deetro7, wi^ 
ibe oboDzioiiB "iUg-Bttfi*," both of whidi 
ikej Boooeeded in doing ; sad m&ybe, had 
they not met witb a seven handling in liw 
town &om tiie Hazards ship's i:<mipany, 
who, with their gallant conuaander, fou^t 
despaately, endeaTonxing to sbtb the place, 
they might haTS been oontented with the 
destntcticai of tJieee: as it was, in the eav^e 
delirium of victoiy, the town was burnt to 
the ground. Kowcrrer, in the midst of all 
this, many instances of disiateiestedness wera 
exhibited by the iwtiT«. H^i himself, whilst 
t^ ^hting was going on, escorted the ^gnal- 
man's wife from die hill tm which the &ag- 
staSTstoodtthrotighthe town, and delivered Iict 
in st^ety into the hands of her fiiends. Her 
child was killed by an accidental shot. Hie 
inhabitants were invited to come back before 
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tke fdaoe was dcrtroyed, m I ^aU lion to 
neitkn daewlnne. 

AfW tbos o^Bcl^ timrimrti'm of tke pettf 
([luzTels between the two xiccs, the Katoifc. 
nka people had to be dapped c^ to AiuiJEJaod 
to fiod liomes wlieie ^>ey beet vight, iMny of 
diem entirely dependent em the gateroaity of 
dieii iellow-BettleiB for scj^iort. XroopB were 
BOW sent 6x from Sydney, and ordcsed to the 
Bay of Islands; H.M^. Norti .Se«r abo m- 
rived from Cfaiaa. ^imnAiDg now toi^ 
|ilwe &e^iei^y, widt Tsiied saecea^ batwetn 
the troops and the lebtJa; the fonaei braag 
zonfcxced by a pai^ t£ nctiTea, whe, huiag 
an M fend iigM»t Karwiti and Ina trilM, wcae 
^kA of the oppoitBaity of showing theu kj- 
aitj, and gndfyiag theit fitaSngi G£refei^;c — 
BO powudbl in all samiges. Eswdti zaiiied to 
hia fortified pahs, out of Which he ww 
dmea with grast difficnky, Sttam the waat of 
ait^ery, sa well a« {am the aftintakMi BOtioM 
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wUch the militaiy commandant Had formed 
of their Btrength. Upon one occasion the 
troops being mardied up to stoim one of these 
stockades, lost a third of their number in a few 
minutes, wiUiout making any impression on 
the toogh paUsading of thia stockade. Ar- 
tillery from the ships was brought to bear on 
this place before the enemy could be dislodged. 
On another occasion the soldiers got at them 
with tlie bayonet, which they used with fatal 
e£fect, being one of the only instances in which 
our BucccBS was anything like decieiTe; ever 
since which the maories have avoided en- 
countering this formidable weapon in the 
hands of diwnplined men. Kawild and Heki, 
finding that they were lo^ng ground, deter- 
mined to make a last stand on a hill, the most 
inaccesable tbey could find, on which they 
built a stockade, the construction of which did 
them the greatest credit, as weU as tlie seleo- 
tion of the locali^. A description of this 
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fortificaticm I have ^ven farther on. The 
British, with thdx native allies, had just taken 
np thdr poration on a hill near this stronghold, 
and active preparations were b^ng made for 
storming it, on the arrival of the naval force. 
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JOBS mCKI — lOIUTI WAXl. — TtiXaABUfli. — &ADPA- 
BUUl — HOBPA TASK (OB CHABLEl) — A. SKETCH OF 
TSalB CHlAACTIiBB. 

As few of my readerB are likely to be ac- 
quainted with the diBpodtions of the atiorigines 
of New Zealand of the present day, I shall 
endeavour, without presuming to lay clum to 
an intimate knowledge of them, to give a 
correct account of theii prevailing chaiact^, 
by relating a few instances in which their 
actions speak foi themselveB. In their dealings 
with the Europeans, much depends upon who 
have been their first fiiends, and how they 
have been treated g^eially by them. But 
the native character varies a great deal in 
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i mT wi' m it , parts o£ the "iM'fla Of thoie who 
hsTB bMome somswlistpabUfi nen Siota iktm 
vpptulaaato theGomnmsn^ vemw^Mlocts 
&li^ bcfliaiuiig irith John Heki, -wbo^althaogh 
£tt tcota. bans a fizat^iie steciinGiit hu guinnj} 
t Bc^ of notailety &om hia aucaeeafiil pn- 
oesdingB in the Bay of lalands in IMS. 

It ^ipeaa he was eraploywd, whuiabo^, in 
a nnaoraunT's bonse, as a Berranl^ and ocatso- 
qiwmdyhftil thoAAi mntep* nfif^fiTiifig Kn tTliiJ^ ^ 
•B well as a Bnuttexing of sdiootiog; he aloo 
visited Sydney, •miaxe he becBKe bettv ao- 
qnainted with the habits of white "nwtthtn hs 
natravdlad Gnuntrymeii; whieh baa been of 
fffitat Sfrrioe to him. He appcaza to ham 
kesB. tbfi fint of *tm antiiTnn idio ever tnadc 

JBCpUDSt Wt to tlffi molt of wJnniamg In 

ouuuLry; and some of the settko^ as ana- 
liuevoDB aa stupad, pot it into his bead iJiat 
ibt flag on the bill was the CBblem of alvTery 
to him and hia couibymat: tfaeylitikthoasfat 
that this noold make s» de^ an impiwaion ob 
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him as it has proved in ihe sequel to hare 
done. From this circumstance he was led to 
inquire as to oui treatment of the aborigines 
of other colonies, and found many ready and 
billing to give him information little calca- 
lated to cheet him touching the fat« of the 
nations already colonised by England and 
other Emxipean powers. It seems, by what 
I could learn, that he frequently alluded to 
this in any little quarrel which he had witli 
ihesettleis, and made it a subject on which to 
display his eloquence when haranguing hie 
own people. 

HeH's first hostile visit to Eotoraiika was 
occaraoned by one of tiie native women belong- 
ing to that place utdng bad language to him. 
He demanded a boat from her hosband in pay- 
ment for the offence; which being refused, 
he became discontented, and threatened to 
cut down the flag-stafi^ whicli no doubt was 
his original intention. He proceeded at day- 
light the next m<»ning and cut down tiie 



cGoogk 



COXMENOEHEKT OF HOBTIUTIES. 27 

£ag-Btaff, aftenraids crosBed over -mih his 
party to Pahia, where he ma met by a chief of 
some consequence (Pnkntutu), who became 
very angry on learning what Had been done. 
Heki defended himself by saying, that what 
the white people had told him abont the flag 
was a Buffi<uent reason. Pokututu, thou^ 
highly displeased, admitted that these state- 
ments were correct, as he had himself heard 
similar remark made by the white people. 
A parly of natives soon after this seized some 
horses from one of the settlers, in reparation for 
the supposed injury done to one of Kawiti's 
women by some of the police; which, how 
ever, could have no connexion wiUi the person 
from whom the horses were taken ; thus show- 
ing a decidedly mifiiendly disposition towards 
&e Ikglish. The flag-stafi* bdng again 
raected, and having no one to defend it, 
was a eeccoid time cut down. Mach anxiety 
was at this time felt by the inhabitants 
of Kororaiika, who, fearing the natiTes would 
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dunk that tliej wen a&nd cf th^ on 
die iniT^ of the Oonsnaient brig froift 
A jMJda p d ^tb ft few soldien i^nn displi^cd 
Ik Unioo-Ja^; whic^, howerei, me not 
dertmed to flj iaog, n Hdd and liis paitj 
OBie orer the nmt moimng bdbre dsyli^t 
■id again laid ihe flag-staff prostmte, tin 
•oUien hning been kept ckm is qnartCTB, 
karing obIj out natiTe allies in cha^ of it, 
vho weze not gnffidently on the akrt to 
d^end it This kind of thin^ ^^)eais to have 
gone on Hoc some time, ereiy day "J'^'Mg to 
the coafidenoe which the natives b^^ to fed 
oi intimidating the Etuopeana. There wen 
levetal meetings h^ about this time, for the 

ment vit^ i^azd to the natiTes. Heki, ho»- 
erac, obaeorved that the Gh}Temment promiaea 
were "all soi^" — very Bmooth and oily, but 
tnaohety was hidden under them : the other 
filuefi appear to have been satiefied with the 
fEDtlanation. 
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On March 3, 1845, hostiMes coaunenced: 
mxae of Kaviti's tribe coming down ths 
nvei aad cwmiuttiiig depredationa near tibe 
town of KoioTacika, and weie chased hj one c£ 
ihe Haxards boats when they were returning. 
The boat not being equal to tha canoes in 
^ed, did j>sA do much good, and the natirai 
became moch elated. There was one nun 
wounded on each side. HeH and Eawili 
bad joined each other, and having once ex- 
changed ahote, were soon reinforced l^ num- 
bers of the discontented maoiieB. 

On the 11th of the same month, lU-fitted 
Eoiorarika was attacked by the natiTes, who 
carried the pkce. I cannot enter into the 
particnlars of this un£>rtunate occuuence, but, 
to iJUnstrate tJie character of John HeU, who 
was the leading chief in tJiis a&ir, will merely 
say, that when the narivra had pose^cai of 
the town, they~ gave up the bodies of four 
soldiers who had been killed, and urged the 
settlers to come and take away the property; 
some of Heki's men actually aesisring in cany- 
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ing down the goods to the iMate. It is a re- 
markable trait ia this man's, as well as the 
generality of the native character, that the 
supplies of provisions, ammanition, and stores 
were allowed to pass through the country at 
all times unmolested, when we have known 
that numbers of the hostile natives have ou 
many occaaons seen the drays pass close to 
them without a guard. Again, during the 
war between Waka and Heki, a young chief 
of the lattei's tribe was severely wounded in 
the head, and fell into the hands of the enemy. 
On the following day he was restored to his 
friends, Waka sending a message requesting 
this might be lemembered, and the drays 
not molested. The answer was, " I will re- 
member." This promise was most inviolably 
kept. 

The foregoing is the favourable part of 
Heki's character. He possesses a great deal 
of low cunning — ^has the tact of adapting his 
conversation to the various characters he has to 
deal with. In a letter ^m the Rev. Mr. 
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Hobbs, lie thus mentiona HeH: " When he 
first commenced this war with the Govem- 
ment, he left no means untried which were 
calculated to enlist the sjmpathies and gain 
the assistance of his countiymen. He was 
aware that if he could make his rebellious 
proceedings appear consistent with religion, 
and ^Te them the sanction of Archdeacon 
WiUiams's approbation, he would thereby 
greatly increase the number of his adherents^ 
While, therefoie, he pandered to the piejudices 
of the heathen party, and flattered the vanity 
of others by entertaining their superstitions, 
he at the same time influenced many Christian 
natives by taking the most unwarrantable 
liberties with the Archdeacon's name; assert- 
ing, among other things equally extravagant, 
that that gentleman approved of his cutting 
down the flag-sta^ afOrmiug constantly that 
he fought not against man, but against the 
wood of the flag-staff, which had no blood; 
and such was the perseverance with which he 
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went about leetacmg <m die solgeot, diat he 
win esrtemtvely BocccMfuI in orcnxnung die 
religiouB scruples of the Qiristdaa chiefe, md 
indudng tltem to join him. To mnitifaiiw his 
iateiest, he coBtdnoed daring the war to 
leitbrate these etatements to his &dhereaite, hj 
iriiom they were conveyed to Waka'a nstireB, 
and thioi^h diem to die BntiBh camp." Be- 
eides the dnpH^ty and &iBehood which tins 
letter accoses him of, he has been at all times 
the most cruel to hifl European priflonera, en- 
deavouring, by subjecting tJiem to torture, to 
strike temor into the herats of their oompa- 
mons. It is cnnent among the troops who were 
pre9entatOhaiawa,thatthey heard diescreams 
of two soldieia who had been taken prisoners 
undergoing a &ight(iil species of torture, 
having burning gum, from the kawri-tree, 
poured on thm breasts and stomachs, 

Thesezt man whom I shall give aa on exam- 
ple of the spe^es is Tommy Walker, or Waka 
Nene, a chief who has, by hie faithful services, 
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lendeied lumself respected by the Euzopeana, 
and by bis iieTer-&iliiig good geneialehip, un- 
daunted courage, and peraeverance, looked up 
to by the natives of his own tribe, and all 
those who were not amongst the Queen's 
enemies; the latter fearing him with good 
cause, as be has on all occasions evinced ready 
zeal in a loyal cause. He withstood the attack 
of HeH's people, who were superior to him 
in numbei, before he was joined by the Eng- 
hsh force; and aiW the arrival of the troops 
he continaed a faithfid ally, displaying on 
many occasions great foresight and discretion, 
and in several instances saved many a brave 
fellow from throwing away his life. On one 
occauon, when the pah at Ruapekapeka was 
besieged, and it bad been ordered that 200 
men were to make an attack imder cover of 
the great guns, in hopes of succeeding in 
storming it, he stood before them with bis gun 
across the leading files, praying that they 
might not be sent to be murdered; and by 
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great peFseTeiance succeeded in stopping tvliat 
would indeed ha.ve turned out s most imfot- 
tunate cataetroplifl, as, &oni after experience, 
we found the pah Euch a fortification that two 
thousand men would have been quite few 
enough to storm it; ereuthen our loss must 
have been t^ gi«at. 

He afterwards volunteered to embark with 
a large party of his maories, to accompany the 
expedition going to the southern part of the 
colon;, then in a disturbed state. I do not 
think any other chief could hare answered 
for the willingness of his people to engage 
in 80 distant a war, particularly as the women 
and children would have been obhged to be 
left behind, viocb. is not their custom wheu 
going far from hom& They have also a 
great avendon to be ordered about without 
understanding the why and wherefore of every 
thing that is going on ; thdr habit being to 
discuss every intended movement of the tribe 
at a general meeting, and in the time of war 
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to talk over tlie mode of attack, aa well as the 
policy and likely result of th^ intended pro- 
ceedings ; at which time any one of experience 
is at liber^ to state the view he takes of the 
case. Notwithstanding all thia, the whole of 
the tribe were perfectly ready to carry out 
any engagement which he might enter into 
with the Governor regarding them. Wafca 
haa wisely merged his title of chief into that 
of an officer, and acta much more in that 
capacity than any other chief I have met. 
His faithful services to the Government have 
secured him a penrion for life. He generally 
dressy in a naval uniform, and when so dressed 
expects the costomaiy salutation to which his 
assumed rank entitles him, being that of a post 
captain; which mark of attention we never 
failed to pay him when he virated the ship. 

He haa a nice Uttle wooden house at Koro- 
raiika, and does the honours to his visitors 
very well indeed; he studies to do everything 
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in European fashion. One of the most diffi- 
cult habits to drop is to discontinue seating 
themselves on their ankles — a most peculiar 
posture, and to our stiff-limbed race as un- 
comfortable as the use of a choir is to a 
maori; he, however, seldom or never in- 
dulges in this luxurious attitude since his 
promotion. I have on several occasions 
dined in company with him, and could 
scarcely believe that bo much good breeding 
and politeness could be worn with such ease 
by a man bom and brought up a thorough 
savage. I was amused at his askiiig those he 
considered his juniors to take wine with himi 
and, when the cloth was removed, waiting 
patiently for her Gracious Majesty's health to 
be proposed, at which toast he left no heel- 
tap. He ia always ready to know anything 
concerning Queen Vick]i»ria, of whom he 
asks the most particular questions. I should 
think him about forty-five years of age ; but 
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fiom being very mucL tatooed, and from his 
not knowing his own age, which none of them 
do, it is difficult to arrive at it. 

A most ridiculous scene occurred at the 
return of his tribe from Ruapekapeka. Waka 
being in his fiill imiform— epaulettes, cocked 
hat, and all — which had been given him by 
Captain Sir Everard Home of the iVorfAA'f or, 
a war-dance took place in honour of their 
return: this was a series of the most extrava- 
gant distortions of features, accompanied by the 
most discordant yells and shouts, as well' as 
dancing, which consists in jumping off their 
feet as high as extreme excitement and great 
activity alone could accomplish, flourishing 
their muskete and tomahawks over their heads 
at each fresh scream ; the chief giving the time 
for these displays of diabolical manceuvres, 
which, however, they execute in the most 
excellent measure, keeping the most correct 
time in these horrible choruses, as well as jump- 
ing together with the greatest precision, the 
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200 miukets acting as one piece of machiiiery. 
At the first part of this spectacle Waka stood 
with the officers who were looking on, merely 
shomng that his mind' was with tlie dancers 
by a slight movement of the leg, and every 
now and then slapping his thigh with the 
palm of his hand, marking time; bnt gradually 
becoming more and more excited, forgot the 
dignity due to his uniform and new station, 
and in a few minutes snatched a musket from 
the willing hand of one of the soldiers stand- 
ing by who bad been watching bim, and 
joined in the noi^ throng, soon taking the 
prominent part which his energy of character 
rendered him so well able to perform, losing aU 
control of his gentlemanly self: this ended in 
a sad catastrophe happening to his blue dress 
pants, which could not stand the repeated 
tests of strength they were put to. We all 
laughed most heartily; but- so excited had 
our tatooed officer become, that he did not 
discover the damage done to bis limited ward- 
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robe until the dance yraa over, when he felt 
lather ashamed of the figure he had cat. 

The next man whose character I shall try 
to describe, Rangahiata, one of the principal 
chiefs in the neighbourhood of Cook's Straits, 
ia a regular savage, and glories in it; and, as 
such, is the beat specimen in New Zealand I 
ever saw. He ia averse to Christianity, be- 
cause it deprives him of the power he for- 
merly possessed over his tribe; to civilisation, 
because he sees that the chiefs are losing their 
position by the introductiou of new offices, 
all fiUed by Englishmen, of whom he is ex- 
cessively jealous, and has at all times shown 
his willingness to join in any undertaking 
likely to succeed in ridding the country of 
them. He pretends to despise the many lux- 
uries which they have introduced ; and, 
although an inveterate smoker, and passion- 
ately fond of spirits, of which he consumes 
enormous quantities when he can procure 
them, he conldnues to assert that he wishes 
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he had uover Been a ^vbite man's iace; that 
there haa been nothing but mieery and dis* 
pates ever once tbeii amval; and that our 
anti-t^iralronB mode of warfare against those 
we call lebels has quite sickened him. Not 
that we ever had any such decided advan- 
tage in our various skirmiBhes with his tribe 
aa to dishearten him; and had we been un- 
assisted bj the friendly maories, I have no 
doubt that he would have held out and carried 
his point — unless the colony had created more 
interest at home, and been deemed worthy of 
a large mihtary force, which at the time ap- 
peared not to be the case. 

He has imdergone many privations, and 
fought hard for what he considers the cause 
of liberty. He is, and always was, much 
feared and hated by the Europeans — partly 
irom the prominent part he took in the 
Wairou massacre, and also from his prompt 
resentment of the slightest injury, real or 
imaginary, done to himself or any of his 
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tribe by the EuiopeanB. He has on seTeral 
occasions sent to say tliat he must have a 
horse, ot a pig, or some rum, or an; other 
article he knew to be in the poaseeaion of any 
unfortunate settlers who happ^ied to be lo- 
cated in his neighbourhood; who well knew 
that to refuse would only bring ruin ou 
themselres, as it would have been a sufficient 
excuse for making what the natives call a 
tower on their property (which means, coming 
in such numbers as to defy resistance), and 
seizing everything on the premises, some- 
times murdering the unfortunate possessors, 
and burning what they cannot remove. 
At one time, refusing assistance to Bangy 
would, in his opnion, have justified this 
treatment. 

Frequent attempts have been made at the 
whale stalious (at which places he was even 
more dreaded than elsewhere) to p<neon him ; 
and I was credibly informed that on one 
he swallowed a pint of raw rum 
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largely dmgged with arsenic, which, however, 
only made him violently dck. 

He has been always ready to shelter natives 
who have been guilty of infringing oor laws, 
as well as to render such assistance to those of 
his own comitrymen whom he&ncied unjustly 
dealt with by the New Zealand Company, or 
private individuals, regarding thar land. He 
never forgives anything he considers an insult. 
In his late proceedings against us, he has fre- 
quently asked if any of those whom he fancied 
were very eager in his pursuit were relatives 
of any of the unfortunate band who were so 
cruelly murdered by him and his party at 
Wairou ; it being one of his maxims to take 
life for life, not always being particular whether 
the person he sacrificed had anything to do 
with the death of the person for whose &te 
he suffered, so that he belonged to the same 
tribe. 

Since hostilities have ceased between him 
and us, two officers of the Calliope, Lord 
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Cliarles Butler and Mr, Camegie, atarted &om 
Wellington to visit him, accompaiiied by Mr. 
Servantes of the 96th, the Govenmient In- 
teipieter, and Tommy Bauparaha, bod of 
the " Old Serpent," who is a near lelatiTe of 
Bangy'e. They had great difficulty in getting 
across ^e country, the positioc he had chosen 
not being by any means easy of accese. Hov- 
erer, by persevering, they reached the swamp 
which surrounded the small hillock on which 
his present pah is built; and, meeting some of 
the natives, they sent them on to know if 
Bangy would receive them, waiting at some 
' distance for an answer. A message was soon 
sent to say that Lord Charles Butlet and 
Tommy Bauparaha might come on, but if 
£wie (Servantes) showed himself he would be 
shot; Rangy thinking that he had been a spy 
in the late proceedings, from the fact of bis 
having been a great deal with the maoriea 
previous to hostilities commencing; and from 
knowing their customs and haunts, as well as 
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having a perfect knowledge of their language, 
he had at all times held a mc^ prominent 
position in ereiy expedition against them, fre- 
qnentlj acting with our native allies without 
any other European being with him. He 
remained where he was, and Butler and 
Carnegie proceeded with their sable &iend and 
his guide. On approaching the pah, they 
heard a deal of shouting, and saw that some 
excitement was caused hy their appearance, 
which they could not understand; and in a 
few minutes they saw several maories with 
their guns marching out to meet them, and 
some one or two pointing their guns at poor 
Carnegie, whom they took for Servaates, and 
abuBng him in a very violent manner. The 
small party, however, continued to advance, 
and the guides, as soon as they could obtain 
B hearing, explained the mistake. They were 
then taken into the pah, where they found 
Rangy standing leaning sgunst hbware (hut), 
with a gun in hie hand ready pointed at the en- 
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trance, having quite made up his mind to din- 
poae of Ewie (William). 

The introductions having been satis&ctorily 
gone through, he put away his musket, and 
gave his hand to his guests : this was a signal 
for all to put away their arms. Accordingly 
everything was soon quiet, and on Buder'a 
presenting him with a few pounds of tobacco 
and a ted blanket, he became very fnendly; 
they smoked their pipes together, and he soon 
had some fish and potatoes cooked and served, 
asking many questions about all the natives 
who had been prisoners with us, and also 
about such of the Europeans as he knew by 
name. He did me the honour of inquiring 
for me; and on being told I had left the 
colony, expressed his satisfaction at my con- 
duct in my skirmiabea with him, saying that 
I merely did as I was told. He was very 
communicative, and spoke of his misfortunes 
openly; regretting that so few maories had 
jdned liim since he had left his old quarters 
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Bt Porirua. He complimented Lord Charles 
on the report he had always heard of him from 
the natives; and wished them to remain all 
night, ofibring to kill a ^ and have a great 
feast. Hey, however, declined staying, ,not 
having much time to get back before thmr leave 
would expire. He was told it was quite a pri- 
vate viidt, and he therefore sent no messi^ee to 
any of Ae authorities. Rangahiata was par- 
tacularly dirty, bat a fine handsome man, veiy 
powerfully built^ with piercing black eyes. 

Last, though not least, I will take old 
Rauparaha, a brother-in-law of Rangy's, al- 
ways looked on as the greatest chief in New 
Zealand. He certainly possessed great influ- 
ence over moat of the Bouthem tribes, amongst 
whom he had intruded himself with a few fol- 
lowers; and by intrigue and stratagem, often 
by the most cold-blooded muiders, he had 
rendered himself very conspicuous and noto- 
rious. He had on several occasions the most 
wondennl escapes fiom his enemies in his 
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-wai^ ynth liis ami coimtiTmen, once makmg 
his escape bj Bwimming out to sen, when 
every one of his party was either killed or 
made a slave of. He must have been a most 
powerful man, and, if his -mind had been 
cultivated, would, no doubt, have been a most 
clever one. As it is, he seldom gets the worst 
of an aigument about his own proceedings; 
and puts such searching questions, and gives 
such evasive answers, that he puzzled the best 
of our logicians on many oocaaions, when 
endeavouring to get him to give a decided 
answer about bis not giving us the assistance 
he promised when we were trying to capture 
the mnrdeiers from Rangy. So well did he 
play his part, that he brought himself into 
favour with the superintendent and command- 
ing o£Ecei of troops at Wellington, and re- 
ceived several handsome presents from them 
whilst he was actually oaticing natives from 
the neighbourhood of Wanganui to come 
down and assist Bangy and himself to expel 
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US from the country. And, moreover, he 
went into Wellington, accompanied by the 
senior officers of the different departments, 
and took ap his residence near the superin- 
tendent's house, mth an orderly at his door; 
who, by-the-bye, acted as a guard over him, 
his Bhaie in the Wairou a&ir making it di£Bcult 
to Bome of the unfortunate survivora of that 
massacre to keep thdr hands off him. Wis 
advice was much sought for, and in many 
instances acted upon at this time, during the 
absence of Captain Grey; on whose retom, 
however, the old villain's duplicity was disco- 
vered, and'then it required the greatest caution 
to prevent his su^cting its having come to 
his Excellency's knowledge. 

I was . with him on board ship for five 
months, and had frequent opportunities of con- 
vemng with him, and hearing him convulse 
with other officers of the ship through the 
intwpreter; I wae astonished at his quick 
perception, particularly of anything meant to 
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turn him into ridicule, of which he was 
most 9enaitiT«. He frequently became much 
excited, and Teiy -violent; and at othet 
times, when talking of his misfortunes, the 
teaxs would run down his cheeks. He was 
very grateful for any kindness shewn him 
daring his captivity ; and on Lieut Thorpe's 
leaving the ship to return to England, he ex- 
pressed the most bitter sorrow, and cried the 
whole day, repeating his name in piteous ac- 
cents. This was not merely a temporary feel- 
ing, for, a year after, he sent him a very hand- 
some mat, when the Calliope left the colony ; 
begging the officer to whom it was entrusted 
to say how glad he should be to see him again, 
now that he was once more free, and how well 
lie would treat him. On my leaving the ship, 
which was during Hs captivity, he eunestly 
b^ged me to tell Queen Victoria how fond 
he was of her, and how much he would like 
to see hei; but that he was an old man, and 
had seen a great deal of trouble, and feared the 
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long voyage ; he hoped, however, she would 
believe that he would always be a great and 
true friend of hera, and use all his influence 
with his countrymen to make them treat hei 
subjects well; and that when he became free 
agun* there would be no doubt as to his 
loyalty, as he would himself, old as he was, be 
the firstto'engagein a war against any who 
should offend hei or the Governor, of whom 
he always spoke with the greatest respect. 

He became dreadfully angry if any of us 
ever hinted that the Governor knew of his 
former douigs, — such as murdering the crew 
of a whale-ship after inviting them to his pah, 
and also taking the ship round to another part 
of the coast with an armed band on board, and 
enticing some natives off, whom he killed 
whilst unarmed; also that he entered into an 
engagement with the master of a merchant- 
brig to take him and his tribe over to Cloudy 
Bay, where he surprised and murdered the 
greater portion of another tribe, seizing every* 
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tHiig they had; Tot which piece of Bervice he 
was to ^ve the master of the brig a cargo of 
flax: which part of the agreement he however 
declined, a(W he had obtained his object. 
Tiaa inhuman Englishman was washed over- 
board and drowned going round Gape Horn 
on his way home, being the only one of the 
crew who was lost. No wonder that, after 
such dealings with white people, the natives 
did not form a very high opinion of us. 
Bauparaha also invited a whole tribe to a 
feast to make up some old quarrel; and having 
procured some rum for the occasion, took ad- 
vantage of them while under its influence, 
and fell upon them, killing or taking prisoners 
the whole tribe, and usurping their territory. 

These charges, I believe, are well authen- 
ticated, bat I feel sure that now he would not 
commit a murder : not that I believe he ha^ 
any notions of Christianity, although he proJ 
fesses to be a Christian ; his long remdence ois 
board the Calliope not beneSring him ad 
g2 
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much'ia a religious point, aa in showing him 
how little we really thought of the importance 
of his country and its inhabitants, and what a 
very minor consideration th^ were in compa- 
rison with our Indian and other colonial sul> 
jects. The news of the war in the Sutlej teach- 
ing OS during his captivity, he, observing the 
excitement, requested to be informed of the 
contents of the papers, and listened eagerly to 
every word as it was translated to him by the 
interpreter; the other prisoners also showing 
the same astonishment at the detail of »jcb a 
war. The numbers engaged were beyond 
their comprehenson ; but they began to see 
their own in^gnificance, and to learn what oui 
resources really were, on which point they had 
been very incredulous: but having now been 
some time with us, and knowing thatwe could 
have no object in deceiving lliem, they be- 
came amadngly eager to get any of ua who 
Qould speak a little of the hmguage to talk of 
9ur battles with European nations, both by sea 
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tmd by land; and showed great intereet, often 
becoming moch excited. 

It ia remarkable that they evinced no great 
astomf^ent the first lime they saw the 
Driver, the only steamer that had ever visited 
this colony ; and although dying to know ex- 
actly how her machinery was worked, would 
not on any acconnt ehow their curiosity, 
or ask any questions, aa they never liked 
to betray any such feeling. Notwithstand- 
ing this, however, during the passage round 
from Porirua to Wellington, when they were 
on board they could not conceal their de- 
light and surprise whilst looking down into 
the engine-room, as well as when watching 
the paddles. I must not omit to mention that, 
cruel and bloodthirsty as this man appears to 
have been, he must occasionally have made 
exceptions, as one of his davea voluntarily 
accompanied him into captivity, waiting on 
him and paying him every attention for 
a period of eighteen months; knowing from 
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Hie begiimmg that bo was quite &ee to lesve 
him at any time ; for, being a smart and active 
young fellow, and very good-tempered, he be- 
came a general favourite with the sailors, 
who taught him enough of eeamanship to 
have enabled him to have entered on board 
any English merchant'ship wanting Viands- 
He waa even offered a rating on the Calliope's 
books; which he refused, saying that there 
would be no one to wait on the old man if he 
waa otherwise employed. 

" The history of Rauparaha," says Colonel 
Wakefield, " is the most eventful, and worthy 
of record, of any existing New Zealand chief. 
His expulsion, and that of all his numerous 
and powerful tribe, from their native district, 
Kafia, by the Waikato and Bay of Islands 
hosts, is well known to you, from the mention 
it has received in namerons works on this 
country. Their forcible seizure and occupa- 
tion in thdr turn of all the coast land on both 
eides of this strait has also been described; 
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bat the means lie has employed for the aggian- 
disement of Ma people, and the causes of hie 
pre-eminence and influence amongst all classes 
and clans, extending also to the foreign resi' 
dents and Tisitors in the aouthem parts of 
these islands, have not been dwelt on." fiau- 
paraha is at least sixty years old. When a 
young man, he acquired a reputation for 
strength and courage, founded on his skill in 
natire warfare, which his wiliness and success 
in all bis undertakings have preserved for Ima 
in bis old age. He came from Ka£a as the 
fighting general of Ti Pabi; and, after the 
death of the latter at Otago, by Tairoa and 
tbe Southern tribes, became chief of the tribe. 
To revenge Ti Pahi's death, which was accom- 
plished by tying him up by the heels to a tree 
and cutting his throat, from which hia enemies 
sacked bis blood, Rauparaha engaged with a 
master of an English vessel, by name Stewart, 
to carry him and some of his people to; Ot^o, 
under pretence of a trading voyage, where the 
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marter coaxed on board a leading chief of the 
tribe and his femily. " Some of these were 
immediately killed; af^ which Raupaiaha 
and Stewart, with their myimldona, landed 
and laid waste the settlements, killing every 
man, woman, and child that came in their 
way. The chief who had been enticed on 
board was made fast in the cabin by a hook 
throngh his throat; and, in despair at sedng 
his daughter about to become the victim of 
these monsters, killed her with his own hands. 
During the voyage back to Kapiti, the old 
man was dispatched; and it is a fact that one 
of the ship's coppers was in use for cooking 
human Beah for his guest; and that Stewart 
and his crew participated, if not in the feast, 
in die atrocious murder and revolting prepa- 
rations made for it." 

By similar treachery has Bauparaha acquired 
his power in other parts, and become the terror 
of all the neighbouring tribes. Unable to cope 
with the Ngatiawas, whom he was forced to 
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allow to lire on the lands in Queen Char- 
lotto Sound, Port Micfaolson, and on the main 
abreast of Kapti, vhen they were driren from 
Taranakj, be ia occasionally in alliance with 
them ; and more than once has led them into 
an encounter with their mutual southern ene- 
mies, for the purpose of deserting them with 
hie people in the midst of the fight, in 
which manner they have sufiered much 
loss. In all negotiations Rauparaha is con- 
ddered skilful, and is referred to upon many 
occasions. In his dealings with Europeans 
and Americans, he makes use of alternate 
begging and extorting measures, according to 
the power of reristance to his demands he 
may meet with ; and might, if he had been 
prudent, be now extremely rich by his traffick- 
ing for supplies for ships, and by the presents 
he has received. 

He receives tribute firom numerous petty 
tribes and slaves; and the stronger tribes are 
occasionally constrained to purchase peace at 
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his handa. " Ko longer ance than lagt ireek, 
}o afford a treat to the chieis of Nyatiroco, or 
Boiling-water tribe, who asseml}led at Mana 
upon the occafflon of the moumiDg for his 
Easter's death, he sacri£ced a slave of the Rhan- 
gatanis, who had come from Admiralty Bay 
withpreaeatsof dried fish;" but my informant, 
an Englishman, who saw the unfortunate man 
being dragged to hie fate, says that more dis- 
guise as to the disposal of the body was made 
use of than heretofore, in consequence of Rau- 
paraha having of late professed himself a mis- 
nonary, and that he iutaided to discourage 
cannibalism. 

In another place, the Colonel writes: " He 
seldom stays long in any place, but goes from 
settlement to settlement, often in the night, 
to avoid any deagn agunst his life from 
his foes on the main. He came on board 
in the afWnoon on one of his [nllag^ng vimte, 
and, afler talking largely, dropped into his 
beg^g tone. Finding me proof against 
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thieats and entreaties, aa a last resource to 
obtain a present, lie proposed to me to go on ' 
shore to eee a young girl. Notwithstanding 
the many bad qualities of this old man — his 
blustering, meanness, and unsciuptdoua trea- 
chery — he possesses some points of character 
worthy of a chief amongst savages. He ia 
full of resources in emergenciea, hardy in his 
enterprises, and inde&tigable in the executaoa 
of ^em. 

"Making every allowance for his condition, 
and knowing how his intercourse with the 
refuse of European society has affected him, 
it is impossible for the most charitable to have 
any feelings towards this old fellow but those 
of aversion. It will be a most fortunate thing 
for any settlement formed hereabouts when he 
dies, for with his life only will end his mia- 
chievous scheming and insatiable cupidity. 

" In person, Rauparaha is not conspicuous 
amongst his countrymen, his height being 
lather under the average. His years sit 
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lightly on Hm; he is h&le and stout, and his 
'hair tut slightly touched with grey. His 
coantenaQce expresaea keenness and Tiracity, 
whilst a receding forehead and deep eyelids, 
in raising which his eyebrows are elevated 
into the furrows of his brow, give a resem- 
blance to the ape in the upper part of the 
&ce, which I have also remarked in many of 
the natives- He was cleanly dresaed in the ordi- 
nary mat and outer blanket worn as the togaj 
slow and dignified in his action; and, had not 
his wandering and watchful looks betrayed 
his doubts as to his safety, perfectly easy in 
his address." 

Dr. Dieffenbach, speaking of the same 
interview, which took place just after a battle 
excited by Ilauparaha between two neighbour- 
ing tribes, and in which sixteen of his allies 
had been killed and £&j wounded, thus 
descnbes his appearance and manner — " We 
found him ^tting on the ground with hia 
wife Etope, wrapped up in mats and blankets. 
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and painted with red ochre. He is between 
fifty uid sixty years old, with remarkably 
Jewish features, an aquiline nc«e, and a cun- 
ning phyaognomy." In another place Di. 
Die&nbach says — " Individuals are occasion- 
ally met with wbo have ^ or more toes or 
fingers on a foot ot hand. The well-known 
chief Kauparaha is diatingiushed by this pe- 
enliajity." " His manner was very restless. 
He was rather sparing of his words, and 
seemed mudi depressed at the issue of the 
battle. He was very generally considered to 
have been the instigator of this contest. How- 
ever, be demed the charge, and said he.wiahed 
for peace. There seemed no reason to doubt 
the truth of the accusation, as he bears an 
old hatred to the Ngatiawas. He went out on 
the morning of the battle towards Waikanaki, 
to await (in safety) the issue, and perhaps to 
partake of the spoil." About fifteen years 
since, Baupaiaha headed ao expedition against 
the natives resident in Blind Bay, and either 
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drove into tlie btuh or sUaghtered tlie whole 
of the inhaHtants, and divided their land 
amongst his foUowers and aUies. 

I shall conclude my list with Hoepa Tare, 
better known as Charley, who diatinguished 
himself at the Wairou massacre hy cntting 
out the interpreter's tongue; and has on many 
occasions displayed a vicious and feroaoua 
disposition. I was stnick with the ezpreesioQ 
of his face and shape of his head, indicatmg 
hie tendency to hnitality. He was one of the 
ihree prisoners so long on hoard the CaOiope, 
having taken a prominent part with old Rau- 
paraha- in his treacherous demgn of attacking 
us whilst professing to he our ally. He was 
once part owner of a small schooner, and has 
a tarn for trading, as far as making money is 
concerned ; but had not perseverance enough 
to wait for the profits which this small craft 
might have brought him and the others, if 
lliey had been a little more generous in finding 
her in stores and other necessaries, as well aa 
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p&yiDg a man to navigate her who would 
have done tliem justice. Aa it waB, Irom 
being badly managed and worse found, no cms 
liked to trust their goods on board; conse- 
quently, she remuned knocking about at an- 
chor at Forinia, having no one to look aAei 
her, the owners going away to plant potatoes: 
during which time she drifted on shore, and 
soon after she floated off, leaking very much, 
and, having no one to pump her, sank. 

Charley made a great fuss about this, saying 
he thought the sailors who were living near 
them (meaning my party) might have pre- 
vented it; be became quite violent when 
' speaking to me on the subject, and kept re- 
peating she had cost £120. Much, however, 
as this loss grieved him, neither himself nor the 
other natives who bad an interest in the vessel 
would offer any payment to have an attempt 
made to raise her, which might have been done 
at drst for a few pounds. They preferred sell- 
ing her where she was for a very small sum. 
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Daring the ^hteen months of his captivity 
he made no &iendfi on board the ship, and was 
frequently mixed up in eome quarrel with the 
Beatry that was kept over them, or any one dae 
with whom he came in contact; and never 
&iled on these occasions to abew the violence 
of his temper, as well as Ids dislike to the 
pakehas (strangeraor foreigners); and 1 un- 
derstand that mnce he has been liberated he 
gives himself great tors, having, in his own 
opinion, become a hero from his captivity and 
the notice which tiie <niriottt took of him. He, 
not knowing why he was sought and looked at 
by white men, naturally took it all aa compli- 
mentary, whereas generally he was exhibited 
to new comers in the colony as the most savage 
specimen of his savage nation. 

If this should ever reach him, which it 
possibly may, as they delight in hearing about 
themselves, he will use many a useless threat 
to do me bodily hann. He and I are old 
enemies, so allowances may be made for my 
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prejudice. He once made a. tower or rush 
at me -with his tomahawk, feigning extreme 
rage, in order to frighten me and turn me into 
ridicole before the bysiandere: however, as I 
knew the custom, and disappointed him, he 
was much annoyed; and to make him still 
further my enemy, I challenged him to fight 
with our fists before the people whom he had 
been endeavounng to shew off before. He is 
a, large, powerful man, big enough to eat me, in 
both seusea of the word, but he would not ac- 
cept my challenge, not knowing whether I 
was a bruiser or not ; and having seen many a 
big maori thrashed by a small white man, he 
thought it advisable to decline, as such a 
. defeat as this would have given him a new 
name amongst his own people, in some way 
referring to his being beaten by a small man. 
They are all very apt at giving nick-names, 
and there is scarcely a man amongst them 
who has not two or three such sobric^uetd as 
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hia owD deeds may hare suggested to his 
fiiends. 

The foUowing ia the statement made by 
Mi. Bamieoet of the Wairou massacre,' in 
which Ranparaha, Ban^hiata, and Chailey, 
all took prominent parts. 

On the evening of Thursday, June 15th, 
and the following morning, die party landed 
at Wairon, where Mr. Bamicoat and his men 
joined them. Muskets, and a cartouche-hag 
of ball cartridges with each, were served out 
to the meai, and cutlasses to aa many as dioae 
to avidl th^naelres of them. On Friday 
aflemooB they ascended the right bank of the 
river abont five miles. On the way they met 
a chief named E. Fuaha (a nephew of Rau-, 
poraha, and the individual who is favourably 
mentioned in Gohmel Wakefield's early de- 
spatches under the name of Ebau), with a 
small party of natives They had been en- 
gaged in clearing land, but had been stopped, 
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they Baid, by Banparaba, who liad gone higher 
op the rivei. They appeared alarmed at the 
eight of the aimed force; but their feara were 
allayed by Mr. Thompson's infornung Fuaha 
that the object of his journey bad no refer- 
ence to him or his party, but that he had a 
warrant against Rauparaha and Ran^hiata 
on a charge of arson. Mr. Thompson also 
expl^ned to bim that no force would be used 
towards them, but that they would be required 
to go with him on board the brig, where the 
case would be investigated by himself and 
the other Biagistrates. Puaha replied that 
those chiefs would not but believe that he 
came to make war upon them; but agreed to 
cany them a menage to the above effect. He 
then went off in his whale boat. Higher up, 
another party of natives was met with, and a 
umilar explanation given. It being now too 
late to proceed, the magistrates and their fol- 
lowers then encamped ibr the night at a pine 
wood called Tua Mautine, and set a wstdi. 



cGoogk 



68 WAlEOU MASSAOKE. 

Their movements, it appears, had been all 
along watched and reported by scouts ; and 
Mr. Cave informed Dr. Dorset that " one of 
the spies they left behind at the pah went up 
with and among the English party, counted 
every man, and, a short time before tlie fight, 
crossed over the brook to his own party, gave 
the required inforniation, and joined in the 
fight one of the foremost." 

On the morning of Saturday, June 17th, 
two boats having been brought up, the Euro- 
peans embarked in them and ascended the 
liver a few miles further. "They now 
amounted to forty-nine, thirty-three of whom 
were armed with muskets ; one or two carried 
fowling-pieces; Mr. Howard had a cutlass. 
The remainder were apparently unarmed, but 
in general were furnished with pockel^pistob." 
When mustered, before setting out, Captain 
Wakefield having called "Order!" said to 
them, " Men, whatever yon do, do not fire 
unless you get orders." " A caution," says 
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Mr. Bamicoat, " which was Eeveial timea re- 
peated to them in the course of the journey." 
Having aecended the river about four milea, 
the party perceived some smoke issuing fi«tn 
a, wood, and soou heard the voices of the 
natives, that of Rangahiata being plainly 
distinguishable. On advancing they found 
them posted in the wood, which is about S&y 
acres in extent, on the right bank of a deep 
unfoidable rivulet, called Tua Marina, which 
flows into the Wairou on its left bank, and is 
at this place about thirty feet wide. They 
were squatting in groups in front of the dense 
wood, on about a quarter of an acre of cleared 
ground, with their canoes drawn up on the 
banks of the stream. The white men halted 
on the left bank, with a. hill behind them 
covered with fern and manuka, and sloping 
upwards with several brows or terraces. " All 
bearing arms were now bidden not to cross 
the stream, or even shew themselves, until 
ordered." All accounts agree in esljmating 
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the nnmber of the natives at about one 
htmdied and twenty or twenty-five, including 
wi»nen and children. The men amounted to 
ei^ty or mnety, about half of whom wete 
armed with muskets, the lest in the native 



At the requeet of the magistrates, a canoe 
was placed acrosa the Btreun to serve as a 
bridge, by a native named Piocawarro ; and 
Mr. Thompson, Captain. Wakefield, Messrs- 
Tuckett, Cotterell, and Fatchett, Brooks the 
interpreter, and Mahng the chief constable 
crowed over. The pohce magistrate then 
called on Kauparaha and Bangahiata. The 
former alone came forward ; and Mr. Thomp- 
son told him that he was the Queen's repre- 
sentative; that he had warrants ag^nst him 
aad Rangahiata for the destruction of the 
property of Mr. Cotterell; and that he must 
go on board the brig, with Buch of his fol- 
lowers as he chose, where the matter should 
be investigated. 
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Raupaiaha raid that Mr. Spain would in- 
qoire into and settle the buBiness in a little 
while. 

Mr. ThcuopBon explained that Mr. Spdn'a 
bu^ess ky in deciding as to land claims ; 
that this was a question about destroction of 
property, and had nothing to do with the 
ownership of the Wairou. Bauparaha re- 
quested to have the matter decided tm the 
spot; and professed his readiness to nmke the 
oompensation to Mr. Cotterell reqnired by the 
magistrates, provided their decision pleased 

Mr. Thompscm replied that the case must 
be heard on board the Government brig, 
whither Kauparaha must accompany him. 
On Kauparaha's r^teiated refusal to comply 
with this proposal, put in direct terms to him, 
Mr. Thompson declared he would compel 
him. Banpaiaha said that he did not want 
to fight, but that if the white people fought 
he would fight too. 
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Mr.ThompBon,pouiting to the anned men, 
threatened that he and his party should be 
fired upon. Sixteen natives immediately 
sprang to th^ feet and presented fire-arms. 
Rangahiata now came forward and vehe- 
mently defied the magistrates and their power, 
exdoiming " that they did not go to England 
to interfere with the white people, and 
demanding why the latter came there to 
interfere with them." 

The conversation now became very rapid 
and violent; and the chief Puaha — who, by 
frequently attempting to intercede, seems 
only to have rendered matters worse — again 
stepped forward with his Bible in his hand, 
and prayed that there might be no strife. At 
last Mr. Thompson called out, " Captain 
England, let the men advance," The con- 
ference with the chiefs lasted about twenty 
minutes or half an hour. Great trouble was 
talcen to explain to them the non-coimexion 
of these proceedings with the landclums; and 
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every assmance was given tliem of a iair hear- 
ing of what they might have to say in theii 
defence. It was, besides, abundantly ex- 
plained, that they were not now to be taken 
to punishment, but to trial ; lliat Mr. Gotteiell 
had complained agtunst them, and that the 
complaint must be examined into. Mr. 
Thompson addressed them through the inter- 
preter Brooks; and a native of the Bay of 
Islands was present, who explained to them 
every word that was said. In the mean time, 
the men left on the other side of the stream 
had been divided into two bodies, consisting 
of sixteen and seventeen respecUvely, one 
under the command of Captain England, the 
other tmder that of Mr. Howard. 

When the dispute was at the highest. Cap- 
tain Wakefield, perceiving the danger of b^ng 
separated irom the men should a collision 
arise, proceeded to the creek with the in- 
tention of bringing them over in a canoe, 
which, as before stated, was laid across it. 
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Mr. Tlionipson, it seems, just tJi^t called 
apcm Mr. Howard for liis mtaa, with some 
allo^on to the number of natiTes. " X don't 
eaie if there are five thousand of them," waa 
Hat gallant fellow's reply, as he led his parly 
to the stream. In the canoe they met Captain 
Wake&eld, ^hom the rest of the gentlemoi 
were apparently foUowiug. " Keep your eyes 
on them, my men; they have theii guns 
pdnted at us," said Captain Wakefield, with 
diaracteristic coolness, to the advancing men. 
At this moment, olserving some movement 
among the natives towards Mr. Tliompson or 
the gentlemen, he exclaimed in a loud voice, 
with great energy, " Men, fonrard ! — English- 
men, forward !" and a shot was fired, according 
to the explicit and oonastent evidoice of 
Joseph Morgan, by one of the maories, which 
laid his comrade TyrreU dead at his feet 

These two men, with Northam, dso killed at 
ahnoBt the same time snd spot, were in ad< 
vance of their party, and on the opposite hank 
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of the stream, wbea Urn occurred. It iras 
then, appaiently, that Mr. Thompeon gave 
orders to fire — if any Trere given at all. 

Before he could be obeyed, however, the 
maories had firedavolley, which 'trasiiiBtantly 
returned. The gentlemen were cros^g while 
this went on; Captun England, the last of 
^em, wading through the water, into which 
he had &llen, holding on by the ade of the 
canoe. Those of Mr. Howard's party who had 
reached the other bank, returned at the evne 
time. The firing was kept up briskly on both 
ddeB for a few minutes; but in-this skirmish- 
ing the maories had greatly-the advantage, the 
bushes on th^r side being much closer, and 
affording far better concealment. This, and 
their previous coniuBioii £rom meeting in the 
canoe, may account for the greater loss of life 
among the Englishmen. Immediately afier 
raxeang, Mr, Fatchett received a shot in hb 
left nde. He leapt up, then fell, mortally 
wounded, on the spot where he had been 
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standing. Mr. Richardson came to his assist- 
ance, and bent over him to receive his last com- 
mands. He said, "I am mortally wounded; 
you can do me no good — make your escape." 
Northam and Smith fell at this time, near the 
same spot. 

Captain WakeEeld, ol}3erving his men al- 
ready retreaUng — as well, probably, as the dis- 
advantage at which they were fighting would 
permit, their enemies being almost invisible and 
themselves exposed — ordered them to retire 
and form on the hill. At this moment, " it ia 
ascertuned that the natives were on the point 
of taking to flight, when Rauparaha, seeing 
the retreat — for there is no doubt that they 
retreated immediately — excited his men, who, 
raising a war-ciy, darted across the stream in 
pursuit of the Europeans." 

These latter retreated, without order, in the 
direction of the lull; Mr. Thompson, Captain 
Wakefield, Captain England, and Mr, Howard 
m^ing them *'for Grod's sake to keep toge- 
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ther;" bat in va!n. On the first brow, the 
most strenuous efforts were made by these 
gentlemen to induce the men to stand and 
form on the brow, Mr. Howard called on 
them to fix their bayonets and come to the 
charge; they, however, kept retreating up the 
hill, firing as they went. Captain Wakefield, 
therefore, in order to prevent a further sacri- 
fice of life, ordered the firing to cease; and 
Captain England and Mr. Howard advanced 
towards the maories with a white handkerchief, 
in token of peace. Those in advance of the 
retreating party, however, stiU kept up a 
tunning fire aa they pnshed up the lull, which 
was returned by the natives on the whole 
party indiscriminately. Mr, Thompson was 
seen about this time, by one who escaped, 
stamping on the ground, and clutching his 
hair, as he exclaimed, "Ob, men! men!" in 
bitter regret and disgust at their conduct. 
"Here," says Mr. Bamicoat, "whenwewere 
assembled on the hill, like so many taints 
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wMch the nativeB were shooting at, Mr. Cot- 
teteil atood out from the rest, and said (I 
suppose, in allusion to hja principles as a 
Friend), " I have nothing to do with business of 
this kind. If there aie any of my men here, 
they had better follow me." Captain Wakefield 
then turned round, and in the most earnest 
manner addressed him: " For God'a sake, 
Mr. Cotterell, don't attempt to run away; 
you are sure to be shot if you do." 

The retreating party and the natives con- 
tinuing to fiie, Captain Wakefield and the 
gentiemen about him were compelled to pro- 
ceed further npthe hill, in order, if possible, 
to put an end to the conflict. Mr. Cotterell, 
after accompanying them a short distance, sat 
down, intending to deliver himself up. " This 
is poor work, Dick," said he to one of the 
men passing him. As the natiTes came up, he 
recognised among them one to whom he had 
frequently shown acts of kindness; to him he 
advanced with open arms. The maori there- 
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upon discharged Lia musket in tlie air; bat 
two othere immediatelj seized him, and 
dialed him bj the hair down the hill into a 
manuka bush; there, as was aAerwaids found, 
they dispatched him with their tomahawks. 

On the second biow, Captain Wakefield 
said, " Tour only chance of life ia to thiow 
sway your arms and lie down." He and 
Mr. Thompson, and Brooks, again shouted 
" Kati !" (pease), and waved a white hand* 
kerchief. Besides the last-mentioned peisons, 
l^ere were present Captain England, Mr. 
Richaidaon, Me. Howard, some of the con- 
stables, probably Coster and Gardiner, Cropper, 
Macgregor, and a few others. Messrs. Tuckett, 
Samicoat, and others, went off a little before. 
'Die rest fled up the hill in different directions, 
and were pursued a little way by some of the 
natives, who " had with them a dog, which 
they shouted to and encouraged, in the same 
manner as when they hunt pigs." The natives 
now ceased firing, and as they came up the 
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white men delivered up their arms, at Captain 
Wakefield's oideis. He himself gave up a 
pistol to one of them. The whole party seem 
then to have gone a little further down the hill, 
where most of the natives, with Bauparaha 
and Rangahiata, immediately joined them. 
The^ maoriea having shaken hands with the 
prisoners, who were standing in a group, 
loaded their guns and seated themselves in a 
half-circle hefore them, the two chiefs occu- 
pying the extremities. Mr. Richardson, who 
had received a shot in the hip, | from which 
the blood flowed freely, requested Mr. Thomp- 
son to examine it, which be did. The maories 
brandished their tomahawks over the heads 
of some of the defenceless men. Mr. Thomp- 
son observing this, said to Bauparaha, "Kati," 
which he repeated, and the others then de- 
msted. Rangahiata had wounded his foot by 
treading on a sharp-pointed stump; and Cap- 
tain England, seeing the nature of the wound, 
took a pen-knife &om his pocket, which 
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Buaptoa haaded to Mm to' cut out the splin- 
t«i with. Having succeeded in doing ao, lie 
o£b:ed. to letum the knife, but Captaia 
England signified that he ivnuld make himc a 
present of it. Grold was ofiered aa a ransom, 
bntinefiectually. Two nativea then approached 
Captain Wakefield, and, aeiziDg him,, at- 
tempted to strip ofFhis coat- Colouring highly, 
it seems he endeavoured to draw another pistol, 
as Mr. Howard was heard to say, " For Grod'a 
sake, sir, do nothing ra^!" or words to that 
efiect. Other natives laid hold of Mr. Thomp' 
son, and were taking his coat and watch. 

Up to this point we have the evidence 
of white men and eye>witnesses for all we 
have stated. The only man that escaped, 
of all who Bunrendeted themselves to tiie na- 
tives,, and irom whose depoidtion we. have 
gathaied the incidents we have related as 
occuning after the surrender, wae Greo]^ 
Bampton, who at this moment obaervmg the 
attention of the natives drawn off him, idippsd 
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into the bush, and succeeded in concealing 
himself. While lying there, he heard some 
persons passbg near him, one of whom (he 
believes Mr. Howard) stud to the other, " For 
(rod's sake, if we are to die, let ua die to- 
gether." To whom this was said he cannot 
tell. After having lain there nearly ten 
minutes in all, he heard about five guns fiied ; 
and immediately after a heavy dull sound, ag 
it appeared to him, of a beating or chopping 
on the ground. He heard no cries or 
screams. Another of the party, who left be- 
fore the actual surrender, and lay hid at a 
greater distance, heard guns fired at intervals 
of about £ve minutes between each, and 
much shouting and hallooing by the natives. 
And this is all we leam of the &te of our un- 
fortunate friends from any of their own party. 
According to native accounts given on 
board the brig, on her second visit to the 
Wairou, or taken as evidence by the Welling- 
ton magistrates after the surrender of the 
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white men to the natives, Fuaha again en- 
deavoured to become a peace-maker, and 
urged on his countrymen that enough blood 
had been shed, the number of killed being 
nearly equal on both sides. This vras acceded 
to by Raupaiaha, and the two parties shook 
hands. Whibt standing quietly in a group, 
they vrere joined by Rangahiata, who, having 
already killed the wounded on his way, de- 
manded the lives of those who had surrendered. 
To this Bauparaha at first objected; but on 
Rangahiata's calling on l->im "not to forget 
his daughter" (one of Rangahiata's wives, 
who had been killed before by a chance shot), 
he offered no further opposition. Standing 
in the midst of the maories, the white men 
were easily separated; and whilst in this de- 
fenceless situation — perhaps without even a 
thought of treachery — fiangabiata silently 
glided round, getting behind each sngly, and 
with his tomahawk brained them all in suc- 
cession, in spite of the intercession of some of 
O 2 
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the women, who cried, to him to " save some 
of thtj rangitaraa (gentlemon), if only to siy 
they Iiad saved some.-' 

With the foregoing remarks about the n&liye 
chiefe, ^diich I hope may throw some light 
upon the gcnetsi chaxacter c£ the maories, I 
can only say, that I never knew one of them 
gnilty of dishonesty, in any of the fi:ec[uent 
dealings which I have bad with them,although 
I have oiWn tnided l^m with ^lits, tobacco, 
and gunpowder, all of which they covet ex- 
cesavely. I always found them good-natured, 
and very quick at imderstanding the many 
new offices which they were called upon: to 
perform when employed by me. They are 
more easily led than driven, and will always 
resent a blow if ^ven in anger. I think 
that those who profess Christianity shew great 
caiB in attending to the forms, of their rer 
speetive &iths, and are mo^y sincere. The 
only hypocrite I ever met amongst them, 
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on a leH^ns pcmit, "was John HeH, uid he 
fiequently perverted the Bciiptuie to mit his 
ovm ends. Hi p intimate knowledge of the 
Bible astonished me, making UEe of eerezal 
lengthy quotatioiu in my only interview with 
him; and pr\ hearing tiiat I was &s perBcm 
who took old Raiip&raha prisoner, he sarcas- 
tdcally asked me how much the Goremor gave 
me for taking a poor old man out of his hot 
when he was asleep; and was I not proud of 
the achieremeiit? On my answering that I 
did not get mu(di for this old chief, who was 
a brave man, but, little as I got for that, I 
would take liim for half the amount, as lie 
was a well-known coward, — his people, who 
were sitting round, laughed heartily at his ex- 
pense—a point on which all maories are veiy 
senffltive. Nearly the whole of hie tribe are 
missionaries, which is what the natives call all 
Chiietiune; but they are not good exampLesto 
take as shewing the success which has attended 
the missionaries in this colony. Inhabiting a 
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neighbourliood frequently viaifed by numerous 
eliips employed in the whale fisheries and other 
trades, the crews of which have not improved 
the morals, or in any way asasted by their ex- 
ample or precept in impressing them with as 
fevourable an opinion of their Christian bre- 
thren as they might have had if thrown 
amongst a steadier and better educated class of 
men, has done much to undo the little good 
they have ever learnt. 

It appears to me unaccountable, but it is 
nevertheless true, tliat nearly the whole of the 
natives who took part with John Heki against 
the Government in the Bay of Islands were 
Protestants, and continued most strictly to 
attend to the forms of their religion through- 
out the war. They at the same time shewed 
some good feeling towards the missionaries, 
by respecting their property when they were 
destroying every one else's. I have observed, 
that where the natives had little intercourse 
with Europeans except the missionaries, not 
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being in tlie liabit of viaiting tLe large settle- 
ments, or being neai the harboura frequented 
by Euiopeaa vessels, they were always the 
best behaved; this telling gieatly in favour of 
this much abused body of men. 

The generality of settlers are not aware of 
the impres^ons which their thoughtlessness 
often plates on these ignorant people, who are 
very quick at detecting anything in a Euro- 
pean incondstent with what they have been 
told Christians ought to be. They are very 
anperedtious regarding the rites to be attended 
to on the death of a chief — the keeping sacred 
the spot where his remuns are depodted, 
which is called tabu: any one, even through 
ignorance, guilty of intruding on any spot 
under this kind of interdict, is likely to su£^ 
for it, even to the loss o£ life. The principal 
cUeis hold the power of tabuing a toad 
ot plantation, or any other place ; for instance, 
Rangabiata tabued tlie road leading from 
the principal setdementa on the coast, by 
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oaUmg it Ma IwcUiace-, and ctnuequently no 
osie dared tiespan an such tender gronuS: 
thus cutting off the only means irhich the 
out-tettlen possessed of bringing their cattle 
and other goods to Wellington foi nde. On 
its being attempted by an Englishman to 
driYe some cattle along this load in qnte of 
the tabu, his cattle weie seized, and himself 
duestened -with death. Some petserering 
natives of aaotliet tribe met -with no better 
■Qoceas in a BTmik.r undertaking: this tool 
plaoe afier the Croramoi had strict^ fcninddea 
that euoh stoppages should be made on assj 
account, and was the immediate caime of the 
commencemait of hostiliti^ in Cook's Sttaite. 
Crreat complaiutB have been made of the 
filtbineea of the New Zealanders, but I have 
met with very many excepdims'to this imputed 
defect. Their usual mode of life pTerents 
that dfianly appeaiance which .they might 
have ; they of oomse become dxeadfiilly 
anoke-^ned from their cnstom of having firBB 
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in tlieir huta without any chimney, wliich not 
only discolouTB theit sHs, but their usual gar- 
ment or mat naturally liecomea very dingy. 
The habit of nibbing ahark oil over the body 
is growing into disuse, and the wholesome 
substitute of soap and water superseding it. 
They are creatures of example, but I do not 
think naturally fond of dirt. As a proof of 
^hflt may be done with them, I can safely say 
that the natives empbyed in the police force 
at Wellington and Auckland, in theoc neat 
^gieen unifonn, look as aoldjeiihlike a>3 re- 
fipect^Ie as any of th^ cooiiBdee, their sus- 
ooutremente always being well cleaned and 
^ept.j and it is astoniahing how well thme 
men did their mised duty of soldier and coo- 
Btahle. I have £een tbsm walking aboutwidt 
their carhinas undertheir arms when in chta^ 
of the prisonens warkmg on the roads; watch* 
ing them moat intently, not allowing any- 
thing to take off their attrition even for a 
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CIPENT— tUrm TBUI/— TAUNQ OF BIIi:PBKl^IKA— 



We arrived off tke Bay of Islands on tlie 
Slet of December, 1845; and having spoken 
a small schoooer, we ascertained that the 
Bqnadron was in the bay, and that in all 
probability the ofttiveB of Kawiti's tribe, TCith 
John Heki and a number of the discontented 
&om the neighbouring pahs, would sooa be 
attacked in their stronghold, which they had 
built some distance up the country : we ac- 
cordingly gave up the idea of going on to 
Auckland with the freight of £3000, and 
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worked into the bay. Before dark we saw a 
maD-of war's boat coming out under eail, 
which proved to be the Ospret/'s cutter, with " 
the captain and master, who came to shew us 
the way in, and also to g^ve the senior officer's 
orders, that on our arrival the marines and a 
party of blue-jackets were to be immediately 
disembarked and proceed to join the brigade. 
The news soon spread through the ship; and 
we all became warlike, and anxious to be of 
the party. The marines were to proceed to 
the camp direct, but our men were to hold a 
stockade at Pukututu's pah, at the head of 
a muddy little river, with just sufficient water 
to allow of the launches getting up with the 
provisions and guns. Had the natives been so 
disposed, a small party might have proved 
very troublesome on the banks of the river 
to our people going backwards and forwards: 
they, however, did not take advantage of this. 
Taking the gum up to Ruapckapeka, was 
a feat not accomphshed without difficulty and 
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hard irork, the landing and geMmg the 
thirty-two pounderB up a perpendicular Inll 
being in itaelf quite an undertakixg. "^ey 
were aftowaids moved fourteen nules over 
the moat hilly country it has ever heen my 
iate 1o travel, without a particle of road, and 
^Basing through a dense wood. The only 
aBOBtance the men had were a few oxen — and 
tiiey, poor animabl had no onecure: subee- 
qnently some horses were procured by the 
CDmmnsaiiat; this, however, took place beBne 
our arrival, at least the greater part of it. i 
muBt now describe what occurred after oar 
landing — a scene not easily forgotten. 

As soon aa the men were told oS, end the 
officers named who were to compose the army 
(which, by the bye, included neariy every offioer 
in the ship), the mmter of dangerous weapons 
was alarming, the coatames ludii^xius. With few 
exceptions, we made our wilk and wrote hon^, 
leaving the letters with the ^p-keepers. 
Afier we were pretty well prepared, we had a 
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coQTivial meeting in the ^un-room, wMch 
lasted nearly all night: few if any o£ tiie 
lunit^ membeia indulged in sleep. I was not 
to be of the fighting party, but managed to gtii 
the captain to send me with the despatches fJOL 
the lient-GoTunor in his siz-oared whale- 
boat, which we ^fu^ brought &om. EiDgland, 
himself taking s passage with the commandex 
o£ the Oiprey in his gig. We left the ship 
at four o'clock in the moniing, with a beau- 
ti&I &esh breeze, and the country looking 
magnificent — thicUj wooded down to the 
vster'a edge. We called along^e the Ctutar : 
she, with the North Star, Racehorse, and the 
Hon, Co.'s aloop Elphimtane, were lying to- 
gethei at the moutli of the Kawakawa, a 
small liver before mentioned. Having re- 
mained there a few minutes we proceeded to 
the North Star, where Captain Stanley veiy 
neatly shot one of the officers in the gon- 
zoom, whilst blowing him what safe things 
the patent Eix-barrelled revolving piBtolfl were; 
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one of Uie six barrels going off mal-Apropos, 
passed through the bulkhead of one of the 
cabins. Leaving her, we proceeded — and a 
precious narrow, muddy ascent we had to 
make; however, in good time we arrived at 
Fukututu's pah. There a party of men from the 
Racehorse, under the command of Lieutenant 
Johnson, senior of the North Star, were 
stationed. The Calliope's party were to 
relieve them, and they were to advance to 
reinforce the camp at Ruapekapeka; having 
r^;aled ourselves with a glass of beei at the 
pah, which was made very comfortable by the 
addition of a table and stools in one of the 
huts, with plenty of dry fern for a carpet. As 
thb was our residence for several weeks after, 
I may as well give a slight sketch of the place. 
It was a clear space of ground, including 
about two acres of land on the top of a hill, 
enclosed by stakes of various dimen^ons, the 
largest being about the size of a man's thigh, 
and the stnalleac mere sticks, rather neatiy 
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atiaQged, and tied togetlier ivith flax: the 
shape -was an indescribable one ; it had probably 
been added to at vaiious times, to suit the 
number of inhabitants. ■ The huts had under- 
gone considerable improTement mnce the ar- 
rival of the Engl^h, both in appearance and 
comfort; the grass roofing having been made 
vatei-tight, and doors put up, as well as a 
window in the one appiopriated to the officers. 
The fires were lighted in the open air, and all 
the cooking done outdde the stockade, for a 
time ; our houses being composed of such com- 
bustible matter that a spark would have set 
the whole of them in a blaze: and as we had 
a conraderable quantity of ammunition of 
various descriptions in a magarine, made by 
the boatew^ of the Nordi Star, in the 
stockade, it would have been a catastrophe 
not to be desired. To proceed: we left this, 
with our despatches earned by the gig's crew, 
and two days' provisions, as well as a tin box 
containing ammunition for guns and pistols, 



cGoogk 



M GABSmfCL THE 

ladoBgiiig to the *■*!■*'■"' We liad not gom 
fur befoie we met. a midshipmaii stiiiidiijK 
itam. ike camp' on hoisebaek;: and Captain 
Stanley, beinc' rathei laane,. islisved ^v^^ of 
hie sfieed and monnted, finding he could not 
march -76x7 well with a spisined le^ . 

We &imd the load, along* thaii^e: of hills 
very waim ; and I and the captain's clerks, who 
accompanied me. as amateurs, frequendj re- 
lieved the men &om carrying die bons. 
Their feet beginning to get very sore, we took 
a rest, having proceeded aboot eight miles, 
and began our lunch, or dinner, the tin box 
quite repaying ub fer the trouble of canying 
it. We then took to the. road again: the 
captain pushing on as &at as his own- lame- 
ness would allow him to ride, we soon lost 
aght of him; and in about an hour a£tier the 
second start, two of our men were completely 
knocked up, and obliged to lie down on the 
road ; they were, moreover, parched with 
thiist, having eaten raw salt.poriE; and not a 
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drop of water could we get for miles. We 
met Sir Everaid Home> the captain of the 
North Star, who had been for some time the 
senior officer, but was now relieved by Cap- 
tain Giaham, of the Castor, on his way to 
Potntutu, to whom Captain Stanley intro- 
duced himself. He seemed to think us crazy, 
csnyiDg the boxes of despatches across such a 
country on such a scorching day. We made 
sad travelling of it; and, conrndenng the 
weight of what we carried, I don't wonder at 
it ; the distance being about fonrteen miles, and 
the hills so fearfully steep, that when the guns 
were taken np they were obliged to use 
hawsers rove through blocks to get them up 
one dde of the hill and to lower them down 
on the other. The boats' ciews had pulled 
some eight or ten miles before we started 
on our march ; and we had none of us been 
refreshed with a night's rest, which fully 
accounted for our bad condition. As we 
proceeded, every one of us showed a dead- 
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beaten eomLtenance; and -we ireie obUged 
to leare one of the cleiba a long wi^ behind, 
niih cxamp, after having sapported him for a 
mile 01 two, findit^ h impossible to give Him 
any moie aseistance. 

We at last came to a river in the valley, 
thickly wooded, and beantiiiilly cool, where 
we thiew omselvea dcrwn and eagerly drank 
the delicious water. Heie we made up 
onr minds to await our straggling com- 
panion^ who would of course exert them- 
selves to their utmost in getting on, as they 
were at the meicy of the natives in their 
piesent sitnation. We aiao held a council 
of war over the tin box, the key of wluch 
the captain had taken with him. It was 
nnanimonsly voted we should break it open 
and satisfy our hunger, now become insup- 
portable ^ooe WQ had reeved the more 
pressing want of thirst. My eword was ac- 
cordingly apphed to the hasp which held the 
padlock, and open it flew. We did not take 
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kng in carving the lemaiiiing cold fowl, and 
wliatever else it contained. We were, in the 
mean time, rejoined by onr lame friend, who 
revived consideTablj after taking a glass of 
the captain's port wine. We soon reached 
the camp aAer this last halt, and finding ont 
the Governor's tent, delivered our despatches; 
we then proceeded to the head-qnarters of the 
naval brigade, whrae we were kindly received 
by the officers of the North Star and Race- 
horse, who had a rough shed for a mess-place, 
which we shared with them. 

One of the mids of the North Star good- 
naturedly invited me to partake of his hut; 
there were a few burning fagots in the middle, 
and, with my blanket, I made myself comfort- 
able, and was introduced to some distinguished 
guests in the shape of maories, who joined ua in 
our pipes, and favoured us with several songs, 
which I will describe hereafter. I gave ail the 
news I could to those who had not been fortn- 
h2 
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nate in receiyiog letters from their friends by 
the mail we brought out. 

At the eight o'clock muster we were shown 
the trenches ; and the position we were to take 
in them was pointed out to us, should there 
be an attack in the night, which was thought 
very probable; consequently, we all turned 
in like troopers' horses, fully accoutred. I 
for one should have slept soundly enough, 
notwithstanding this, had I been allowed; but 
the first interruption we had was a musket- 
diot, fired by one of the sentries at some 
imaginary spy from the enemy's pah ; which 
complaint being very catching, about a dozen 
more sentries fired because the first had done 
BO. The bugles immediately sounded the 
alarm, and the boatswun's mate piped all 
hands to the trenches; and out we turned, 
helter-skelter, jumped into a muddy wet ditch, 
and placed ourselves in a stooping position, 
which soon brought on the cramp in my legs. 
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There was, however, no enemy to be seen; 
the night was dark and pretty cool; and the 
bushes and stumps of trees, to my uninitiated 
eyes, took the forms and faces of the tatooed 
tribes whose acquaintance I had so lately 
made. After cooling our courage for about 
an hour and a half, we were quietly dismissed 
without having had a chance of satisfying 
the craving for fight, which comes to all be- 
^nners stronger than it ever returns after it 
has been once gratified. The next morning, 
although not much refreshed by our night's 
rest, having had a second interruption soon 
gStei the false alarm, by one of the sentries 
nearly shooting an officer of the North Star 
when going his rounds, we started for Puku- 
tutu's pah, where we were to join our own 
party. We walked down much better from 
having nothing to carry, and reached the 
half-way camp very well. There we rested 
while the men had their dinner; my compa- 
nions lying down in a hut to take a nap, 
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while Z was endeavouring io bdl some water 
in a glass bottle to make coSee. Unfortu- 
natelj the wind was very Ligt, and tW fuel 
Teiy Jiglit ; coneequentl; the sparks flew to the 
toc^ of the hate, asd in a minute or less the 
whole camp of twenty oi thirty grass houses 
was in flames. I ran in and loosed my com- 
lades, the blaze saving me the trouble of 
telling them what was the matter, llie men 
who had dozed off were soon made aware that 
there was no time to be lost in getting the 
arms and ammunition, as well as themselves, 
into a place of safety; and having a barrel of 
ball cartridge, it was as much as we could do, 
by mnning into the flames, to prevent an 
ezplofli(m. We had to retreat as fast as we 
could: the grass being very dry, and catching 
flre, the whole oountry was soon in a blaze for 
a mile or two louod our late quarters. We 
lesched our destination without any more 
miehaps, and were enrolled as part of the 
£>ine for the protection of the place. Here 
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we lived as it weie on a perpetual picnic. 
Our dntiee not being very arduous, enaliled hb 
to dnll <Hir awkward squad, wbich tliey much 
wanted. We were frequently warned of an 
intended altaok. The exdtement kept ^ 
men on the alert, and, consequently, many a 
pool etcay pig and dcg lost his Hfe for not 
answeiing the soLtiies' challenge. We were 
all in light marching order, having nothing 
but a haTFesack and blanket berades our arms, 
and were obliged to waeh our own doUiefl in 
the river, whenever we got a good drying 
day ; and many a laugh we had at the £iBt 
attempts of arane few among us in the laundry 
line. 

Wbilst stationed here, I witnessed the taa\ 
and puniehment of two delinquents for ctim. 
COM.; the man was a slave of Pukututu's, and 
the woman the wife of a mitus: chief beltmgii^ 
to the Bame tnbe, who was absent with the 
British force. We weie ad.(viifJted one mozB- 
ing to see onr quiet neighbour running out 
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of the pah, and Ehouting most liutiLy, taking 
the direction of the old camp formerl j occnpied 
by the troopB, on a hill just outside the 
stockade, in which ve all lived together. 
They were mostly old men and boys, left to 
take care of the women and children; there 
were a few young men amongst them, who 
were employed taking parcels backwards and 
forwards to and from the camp. Several of 
us ran ont to see what caused this extraor- 
dinary excitement. Just as we joined them, 
they had found the unfortunate woman, whom 
they had stripped quite naked in a very 
rough manner, and were drag^ng her down 
the hill to the lower pah, on the bank of the 
river, by the hiur. She never uttered a 
scream, although she was much bruised and 
cut in her rapid descent. The man was 
brought down in a amilar manner, only he 
was dragged by the heela instead of the hair. 
We ran down, and, not knowing what was 
about to take place, endeavoured to intercede 
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^t the culprits, nlio -wo fantned would be 
dispatclied with a tomahawk. However, 
being giTen to understand they were to be 
tried, and seeing all the men seating them- 
selvea in a ring round the prisoners, ne stood 
by and witnessed the scene. 

The case was opened by an old chief address- 
ing the bystanders, and calling on snch of them 
as took an interest in either of the prisoners 
to bring "utu" (compensation for iJie in- 
jury). No questitm was put to the prisoners, 
or any accusation made agunst them : the 
crime seemed to be acknowledged, as no de- 
fence was made. We waited for several minutes, 
wondering what would happen; not a word 
being spoken by any of the jury or the grave 
old judge, who held his tomahawk in his 
hand, looking solemnly savage. At last the 
stillness was disturbed by an old woman coming 
down from the pah with a kit, or small grass 
bag, of potatoes, which she threw down into 
the middle of the ting, near the culprits. 
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S9ie waa followed by alx>ut thirty or foity more 
natives of sll ages, eat^ bringing their kad. 
One threw in a mu^et, anoth^ an axe, 
another a fiek-k^tle, and so oo, till the heap 
of goods became isthei a valuable ctdlection (^ 
maoii property : tbeie were serei&l blankets 
aiad mats, kniTes, looking-glasses, fish-hooks, 
and soeh like. The crowd then stood round, 
waiting to bear ihe decision of the judge. 
He got up aod walked to the heap of goods, 
tamed the various articles ov^ examining 
some in his hand; and after a few minates' 
delay, he said, " This is good; lei us ke^ it." 
Whereupon the jury, prisoners and all, jumped 
up and b^;an moving away the ransom to the 
bnt of the late judge, in whrae possesmim it was 
to remain till the return of the injured husband. 
It Beans that the ifiends of both parties contzi.^ 
butedtowardstharielief; and had they not beat 
sufficiently popular to have produced georaous 
fedings in their behalf, in all piobability the 
man would have been dispatched on the spot. 
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and the woman by lier husband on bis rdnis. 
Aeitiras, they were botb&ee; and ibe man in 
a moment reeoveied his usual impudeiri;, &ee- 
and-easy manner. He said, as he passed ue, 
"AU right I" — ^wbidi be had reason to congra- 
tulate hJBUielf for. The poor woman aneaked 
off, loojdng as if she thought it anything but 
all right, and evidently feeling that her punjsbr 
meait was not over yeL 

We ti^cEiA. some of the maones who were 
Christians, bow they «ould join in such a trial; 
and if tbe " utu" had not been paid, would 
they have sanctioned tbe murder of these 
oafortunate ranners? They answered in a 
careless way, that ^'utu" was alwa^ paid 
Bow-a-days, and morder not necessary. 

Xbe costume adopted by all tbe afficem, in 
dtis as well as the previous expedition, was a 
aerge &ock and sword-belt outside, with the 
unmonition pouches attached to it; most of 
ss having double-barrelled guns, and weanng 
the same bavresack as the men, and a blue c^ 
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m&out a band; our ol^ect being to assimilate 
oat appearance to that of the men, the nativea 
tiBnallj seleduig officers as a mark on which 
to try their bHU. 

We remained here in constant communication 
irith the upper camp and ships, sending up a 
daily supply of provisions from the latter, and 
once or twice a heavy gun, th^r battery not suc- 
ceeding in maUng a breach. The morning of 
t^ 1 1th of January, some despatches arrived 
for the Lieutenant-Crovemor, and I was 
ordered to proceed widi them : accordingly I 
was supplied vitii a horse by one of our native 
aUies, and strapping a folded blanket on him 
for a saddle, moanted and took the road in 
company with a Nelson setder, who came up 
to have an interview with the Governor, after 
having been mx weeks coming about eight 
hundred miles in a colonial smack with an 
Irish skipper, who declared he only had one 
fair wind the whole time, and that was a foul 

one, as it blew so hard they were obliged to 



cGoogk 



ATTACK ON BUAFJEKAPSKA. 109 

lay to. We got over the ground mucli more 
Bwimmiogly than on the last occamon. Ab we 
approached the camp ure heard a great deal of 
firing. PuBbingon aa fast as oar horses would 
allow us, we soon reached the piquets, Irom 
whom we learnt that the pah was surprised, 
and that they were then following liie enemy 
into the bush. We shortly after met a party 
bringing in the killed and wounded. It was 
pouring with rain the whole time, and the 
ground was dreadfully muddy and slippery; 
and the men were horribly besmeared with 
mud and gunpowder, and looked like anything 
but human beings. There were but few com- 
forts for the poor fellows who had been 
wounded; but, notwithstanding, they did 
amaangly well, and some, who were very 
severely hurt, recovered perfecdy. I left my 
companion and my horse at the camp, and pro- 
ceeded on foot to seek Captain Grey, who was 
in the enemy's pab, wheie I found him witli 
the colonel and several other officers; from 
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whom X louned that oar natare allies had gone 
into the pah in the moming and found it 
almost deserted: the enemy was in the lear 
at prajev, being Sunday, and our incessant 
firing of shells and rockets had prevented theix 
assembling inside. I will, however, give the 
account contained in Col. Despard's despatch. 

" Cunp before the Boapekapeko, 
EawiU'B Fah, Jan. S, 1846. 

" Sii, — In my letter dated the 28th ultimo, 
addressed to your Excellency, I had the honour 
of detailing the proceedings of the force under 
my cconmand up to that time; and I now 
proceed with the detail of what has taken 
place cnnce. Before daylight on the moming 
of the 2dth, a party of our native allies pene- 
trated the wood immediately in ooi &ont in a 
most praiseworthy maimer, and took possesion 
of an open piece of ground on the opposite 
side, sending me immediate intelligence of 
what tbqr had done. I directly moved tot- 
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mid with 20O men to their sapport, &nd se- 
cizred the poatioo. 

" T^e 30th and 31st were principally occu- 
pied in bringing up the guns and ammunition 
through the woods; a work of great labour 
and time, as it required between &iij and 
^xty men to each gun to get them through, 
on account of the henTj trees it was necessaij 
to cut down in making the road, and the 
steepness of the hills they had to pass over. 

" Several rockets and ahelk have been thrown 
into the pah on the Slst^ and each daj since, 
with the utmost accuracy, doing great credit 
to the officera of her Majratj's n&yy who 
directed them — namely, Lieut. Egerton, North 
Star, who had chai^ of the rockets, and 
Lieut. Bland of the Bactharie, and Lieut. 
Leeds of the H. EL L C ship Efyhitutoae, who 
directed the shells. 

" On the morning of the I at instant, I pushed 
Ibrwud a strong party into the cmly wood that 
now divided us istxa. the enemy, and taking 
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Up a podtion in the ceotie of it, oa aa open 
piece of ground about 400 yards from the pah, 
a strong stockade was immediately comm^ced 
for the purpose of covering a battery ; and the 
work was sufficiently advanced before night to 
hinder any attempt of the enemy to drive us 
away: the work was carried on under cover 
of a very thick part of the wood, which com- 
pletely concealed it from the enemy. On the 
afternoon of the following day, the enemy 
made a strong sally from the pah, widi a view, 
it is supposed, of turning the flank of this 
advanced party of ours in the stockade, which 
was not yet finished; but they were most gal- 
lantly opposed by our native allies, under the 
direction of chie& Tomati Waka Nene, Noble 
or Nopera, Mohu Tawai and others, who 
instantly dashed out and attacked them, driv- 
ing them back with some loss, supposed to 
amount to eight or ten killed and between 
fifteen and twenty wounded. On our side five 
were wounded on this occaaon; and one of 
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our most active cLlefs, Kippa, waa severely 
wounded tie previoua day in a sHrmisli -witli 
a small party of the enemj, who, it appeared, 
had come out of the pah for the purpose of 
picking off any stragglers from our camp, and 
who had succeeded in killing one of the 
volunteer pioneera, who Lad gcme an unneceB- 
eaiy distance for water, and was shot in the 
act of taking it. Up to this date, no casualty, 
with the above exceptions, has taken place in 
the European part of the force. 

" It may be proper for me to observe, that 
in the action of the afternoon of the 2ndj the 
European troops acted only as a reserve, at the 
parUcnIar desire of the native chiefe, who 
were fearful that their own people might be 
mistaken for the enemy and fired apon. 
" I have the honour to be, 

"H. Despahd^ 
" Acting Cdnnel on the StaS, c<wuBAiidiaK 
the Troops in New Zealaod. 

" To his Excellency Governor Girey." 
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■* Camp before the Biutpekftpeka, 
KawiU'« Pall, Jan. 9, 1846. 

" Sir, — In contiiiuation of mj despatcb of 
the 5tli inst., I hare the honour to acquaint 
your Excellency that, the stoetade and battery 
mentioned therein as being commenced within 
about 400 yards of the pah being nearly com- 
pleted, I determined on throwing up another, 
but much smaller, on its right flank, and 
considerably in advance, bo as efiectually to 
put a stop to any attempt on the part of the 
enemy at making a sally, such aa took place 
on the 2nd inst.; as also entirely to cut his 
communication with the country on the side 
of our camp. This second work was completed 
this day, and two guns (one 18-pounder and 
one 12-pound howitzer), placed in battery 
within it. The larger stockade is also now 
completed, and contains two 32-pouiiders and 
four fi^inch mortars. Our present position 
before the pah b as follows. The main camp 
is placed on an opes piece of ground, or 
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rather ridge, with deep wooded valleys on 
either side, and thick woods both in front and 
rear; the distance from the pah supposed to 
fee about 750 yards. In our front are three 
guns (one 32-pounder, one X2-pound howitzer, 
and one light 6-pounder), with an apparatus 
for throwing rockets. From this position 
several shells have been thrown into the pah, 
as well as rockets ; and much execution must 
have been done by them, as they were well 
directed. Within the larger stockade, which, 
at the utmost, cannot be more than 400 yards 
from the pah, there are two 32-pounders, and 
four small S^-inch mortars; and the wood in 
front of these guns has been so completely cut 
down, that nearly the whole face of the pah 
is now open to their £re. The small advanced 
stockade contains one 18-pounder, and one 
12-pound howitzer, and commands a range 
not only along the same fece (the western) 
that is exposed to the fire of our other bat- 
teries, but will also range along the southern 
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the south-west angle. Our ^togieea up to this 
period may have been consideied alow, but 
gie&t difficulties hare be«i encountered, as 
your £xee11eiicy, who has been an eye-witnesB 
to all oui moTementB, wiU^ I am auie, admit; 
and the decided advantage that wUl arise to 
the colony at large, if we succeed in carrying 
this with UtUe ot no toes, has decided me in 
proceeding with so much caution. 

" I have the honour to be, 

" H. Despakd, 

" AcUng Colonel on the Sta^ com- 
manding the Troop*. 

" To his Excellency Governor Grey, &c., &c." 



EXTBACT VKOM BBIOADB OK0KB8. 

" Camp liefcn Baapekapeks, 
Jaa U, 1846. 
" The officer commanding the forces against 
the rebel chie& HeH and KawitI has the 
greatest satisfactioa in congratulating the whole 
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of the force at the briQiant Buccess lihat lias 
attended their operations of the last two daya. 
The capture of a fortress of such extraoidinaty 
strength by assault, and notly defended by a 
brave and determined enemy, is of itself suf- 
ficient to ptore the intrepidity and gaUantiy 
displayed by all concerned, whether seamen, 
marines, troops of the line, artillery of the 
H. E. I.e. serrice, or the volunteer pioneers; 
and it will be a most pleasing part of his duty 
to bring Bnch conduct to the notice of his 
Excellency the Governor of New Zealand, and 
through Imn to that of her Majesty, and his 
Grace the Commander-in-Chief. 

" The colonel cannot conclude this order 
■without expressing his admiration at the biave 
and intre[nd conduct displayed by our native 
allies on every occasion since these operations 
commenced; and more particularly since the 
assault of the pah, on which occasion their 
bravery waa fully equal to what might have 
been expected from her Majesty's bravest 
troops. 
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" The colonel commanding feels the greatest 
zegiet at the loss of so many brave men aa 
have been killed and wounded on this occar 
sion; but it will be considered an allevialicHi 
by their friends, that they have fallen while 
nobly performing their duty to their Queen 
and country." 



*' Sir,— It is with extreme satjsfaction that I 
have the honour of acquainting your Excel- 
lency, that Kawiti's stronghold or pah, at the 
Ruapekapeka, was this day carried by assault 
by the force under my command, after a bold 
and most determined reliance on the part of 
the enemy, who continued the action long after 
he had been driven &om the fortress ; but the 
ardour and intrepidity displayed by the British 
force of every description, as well as by our native 
allies, overcame every obstacle, and after three 
hours' hard fighting the enemy was obliged to 
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&j, and dupersed in different directions. The 
detail of this attack, aa well ae that of the 
preceding daj's cannonade, shall be laid be- 
fore your Excellency with the least posable 
delay. I greatly regret to add, that our loss 
on this occa^on has been heavy, as will be 
seen by the enclosed list of killed and wounded ; 
but when the extraordinary strength of the 
place assaulted is taken into consideration, I 
am only surprised it has been so emaU. 
" I have the honour to be, 

" H. Debfard, 
"Acting ColoDd on the Sta^ com- 
nuuding the Tnwpi. 
" To his Excellency Governor Grey, &o., &c" 



" Cunp before the Buapekapeka, 

Jannstr lath, 1846. 

" Sir,— In my letter of yesterday, I had the 

satisfaction of acquainldng your Excellency of 

the fall of Kawiti's pah by assault on that 

day. I now proceed to c(niimunicat« the 
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detail. On tlie motmng of the 10th iostaat, 
our advanced batteries bedng comfdeted (am 
within 350 jaida, and the second about 160 
yaxdt oS the pah), a general fire was com- 
isenced &Hn all the gtma, with a view of (^en.- 
ing a breach iato the pkoe, and seveisl rocketa 
were Ihrofm into it at the same time, foi the 
porpose of diiTing the eaemj out. The fiie 
was kept up with littfe intennianon during 
the greatorpartof tbeday; and towards even- 
ing it was BTid^it that dte outer woika on 
those paita against which the fire was directed 
were neariy all giving way, but the numeioos 
stockades inside aosdng the place in difierent 
directions, and composed of much stronger 
timbers, were scarcely touched. Towards 
evening our fire slackened, and was only con- 
tinoed occasicoaliy during the night to prevent 
the etumy attempting to r^mir the breaches 
that had been made. Ob ihe foQowii^ morn- 
ing, tiie 1 1th instant, no penon being observed 
movii^ wi^iin the pah, a few of our native 



cGoogk 



coeL. ixspard's despatches. Hi 

alliea, under tckief aamed WilHam Waka, a 
biotibex -of Xomati Wtka Nene, vent np to 
the place &x the purpose of observing wbethei 
or not tke enemy had e'racuated it. Tlus 
party entered the breach unopposed; which 
being percedved from the £iet battery, a party 
of lOO mea of the troops under Captun 
Deamy -me pofjied up rapidly, and together 
frith die natiTes gained the inade of the 
Btockadee before they were percdved by the 
enemy, who, at the time, weie sheltering 
Aemaehres from the £re of the guns on a elop- 
ing piece of ground in one of their ontwoilB. 
Our parties had scarcely gained the inade 
when they were noticed by the oiemy, and 
a heavy fire of musketry instantly poured in 
upon them. The stockadei^ however, now 
became our protectioit; and strong reinforce- 
ments being iiomediatdy brought up (nm the 
camp, posaeasion of the place was secured in 
spite of all the efEbits of theenemy to drive us 
back, being obliged to retzeat and ehelter bim- 
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self in a wood opposite the eaet &ce of the 
pah ; where the tieea being extremely la^, and 
forming complete breastwotts — many of them 
having been cut down previouBlj, and 
evidently pnipoeely placed in a defensive 
portion — he was enabled to maintain a heavy 
fire against us for a connderable time, until a 
doorway in that face having been broken, the 
seamen and troops rushed out and dislodged 
him from his position. He, however, sdll 
continued to keep up a fire from the woods, 
but mote with a view to cover his retreat, and 
enable him to carry away his wounded men, 
than with any expectation of renewing the 
contest. The attack commenced about two 
o'clock A.H., and all firing had ceased about 
two P.M. The extiaoidinaiy strength of this 
place, particularly in its interior defences, &t 
exceeded any idea I could have formed of it. 
Every hut was a complete fortress in itself, 
being strongly stockaded all round with heavy 
timbers sunk deep in ^e ground and placed 
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close to each other — few of them being less than 
one foot in diameter, and many considerably 
more — besides having a strong embankment 
thrown up behind them. Each hut had also a 
deep excavatJon close to it, forming a complete 
bomb-proof) and suffidently large to conttua 
several people, where at night they were com- 
pletely sheltered from both shot and eheQ. 
The enemy's loaa has been serere, and eereial 
chiefs on their side have fallen. The numbers 
I bare not been able to ascertain, as they in- 
variably cany off both killed and wounded 
-when posrablc. Several of the former were, 
however, left beluod ; and it has been deddedly 
BBcertoined from a wounded prisoner that the 
chief Heki bad joined Kawiti in the pah on 
the afternoon preceding the attack. 

" As youtEzceDency has been an eye-witness 
to OUT operations, and, I may say, actually en- 
gaged in the assault, it may be thought tm- 
'neccssary to draw your attention to those 
persons who had a greater opportunity than 
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o^n of distingiiisliing themBelveB; but the 
satiBfactioD I feel in recording the obligation I 
am under to those persons, makes me perserere 
in doing bo. To the officers, seamen, and 
mannes &om her MajeBt;^'B shipB, for thsit 
extiaordinarj exertions in dragging the guna 
over steep hills and through difficult and 
liack woods, as well as for theit diatingui^ed 
bravery in action, tlie service on this occasion 
is graitlj indebted. To Gapttun Giraham, of 
U. M. S. Castor, for his oo-opeiation, and the 
toadiness with whidi he afibrded every pos- 
sible aid and asastance since bis arrival; — to 
CJi^tain Sir E. Home, ^o had previously 
been the senior naval officer, and who, n<A 
only upon the present occasion but on all 
former ones, has used the most strenuous ex- 
ertions to forward all the objects of the expe- 
dition ; — to Commander Hay, of H, M. S, 
Maeehorte, who commanded the whcJe of the 
seamen attached to the force, and who bo 
greatly aided our operations by his personal 
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ezertiona and ezaniple, not oolj doling th« 
assault, but in all the previous difficulties we 
lutd to encounter ; — to Lieutenant Otwaj, 
of H. M. S. Castor, commanding the gmajl- 
srmed eeameu ;— to Lieutenant Falcon, of 
H. M. S. Cottar i Lieutenant Bland, and Mr. 
Noppe, maatei of H. M. S. Baeehortei and 
Lieutraiant Leeds, H. E. I. C. S. Elphiiutaae, 
Trhoall directed the £re of the guns witheoch 
ptecisioa and excellence; and to Lieutenant 
Egerton, of H. M. S. North Star, who di- 
jected the rockets, much of oui success is to 
be attributed. To Lieutenant-Colonel Wjn.- 
jard, commanding the 58th Regiment, I feel 
the greatest obligation. His advice was of the 
utmost use to me on many occamons; and 
his personal exertions, whenever an oppoita- 
nity offered, as well as his gallantry during the 
assault, were most conspicuous. To the Cap- 
tain commanding the flank companies of the 
99th Raiment, and Captain Langford, Eoyal 
Marines (attached), much praise is due. To 
rrBptei'^ Mallow, Royal Engineers, for hia 
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exeitioDS in constructing the batteries; Captain 
Matfion, 58th Regiment, who acted as Deputy 
Afisistant QuartermasteT-Geoeral; and Lieu- 
tenant Wilmot, Royal Artillery, who directed 
the mortar battery, great prdse is ako due. I 
have also derived great assistance from the 
services of Lieutenant O'Connell, Aide-de- 
Camp to Lieutenant-Gen^nl Sir Maurice 
O'Connell, and Acbng Major of Brigade to 
this force. And I must not omit to notice in 
very strong terms the indefatigable exertions 
of Captain Atkins and his small corps of 
Volunteer Koneers, whoae conduct and ser- 
vices during the whole operations have been 
of the greatest advantage. Every kindness 
has been shown to the wounded men by 
Doctors Kidd and Pine, the Senior Me- 
dical 0£Gcera, and all the medical officers, 
both naval and military. And I have rea- 
son to be satis&ed with the exertions of the 
. Commissariat Department, onder D, A.G. G. 
Turner. The wounded men are generally 
doing well, and the only officer amongst 
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them a young midsMpman of the North 
Star, Mr. Murray, whose ardoui earned him 
too fer when the enemy were driven irom the 
woods. I have now only to express the 
peculiar satisfaction I feel, that your Excel- 
lency has had an opportunity of personally 
witnessing the toils and difficulties that were 
encountered, and the cheerfulness with which 
every part of the force exerted itself to over- 
come them; and I heg to expre^ my own 
nncere thanks for the advice and observations 
that you have occasionally been kind enough 
to &vour me with during titai period. I 
should also wish to draw your Excellency's 
attention to Mr. Edward Shortland, who was 
prevailed upon to act as my interpreter, and 
who has rendered me many important services 
while acting in that capacity. 

" I have the honour to be, 

" Your Excellency's most obedient servant, 

(Signed) " H. Dbspabd, 

" Acting Ckiloiiel od the Staff, com- 
manding the Troopi. 
" To his Excellency Governor Gxey." 
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■OtrtHBUt BBTTLOIBBT9— XnrBSU. FBODOCIKMn — 

The bieak-up of the camp at Rnapdapcb 
was rendered a mdutclnoly scene, tbjcH^h 
the burial of poor fdlom who lost thcii 
lives there. Theii charades yreie fiiat con- 
sulted as to thai btmi^ way wisk to 
move the bodies down to Komaiika dnirch- 
ynd, bat tbey requested they might be in- 
terred where they had Men. Few, if ssy, 
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weie Eony that the affiur was ended, as there 
vas but little comfoit during this campaign; 
the scarcity of water being in itself a moat un- 
pleasant e^l, particularly as every one had to 
sleep in his clothes; and from ratting over 
damp wood fires the skin became very much 
discoloured, and it required rather a larger 
portion of water to cleanse one. than could be 
procured for ten people. The wounded men 
were brought down in cots slung on long polea, 
and embarked at once on board me Castor. 

The whole forco halted one night at Pu- 
kututu's, encamping round the pah; and^ 
being fine weather, it .waa a cheerful aght to 
see auch a variety of costumes for so small a 
force, and such good feeling displayed by the 
aeveral services to each other — not excluding 
our gallant band of native allies, who were in. 
great repute at the watch-fires. The shouts of 
their war-songs were to be heard in chorus, 
with many an old English ballad from the 
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eoldiera, aa well as the " fore-bittei" (Jack's 
Bong) of our own people. 

The next daj was spent in embarking the 
heavy guns, troops, stores, &c., leaving a 
strong guard with our party. It was nearly 
dark when the guard left ua to march down 
to another place of embarkation, a few miles 
nearer the ship; and we were to leave our post 
in an hour or two, but were prevented by an 
alarm being given, by some of our native allies, 
that Held and his party were close to us, evi- 
dently intending to attack our stockade, and 
would be on us in a few minutes. At tins 
time we had only forty men, and no field- 
piece, the one which had been stationed there 
having been embarked that day. We imme- 
diately sent a messenger after the guard of 
soldiers who had jnat left us, requesting they 
would return and reinforce us; and in the 
mean lime making such preparations as we best 
could for holding the place against such a very 
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Bopeiior force, it having been reported that 
he had 500 men irith him, all Bmaiting under 
the late los8 of their pah, the out-manceuvring 
being a bitter pill for them. The troops Boon 
letumed, mnch to our satisfaction; and we 
then felt Becute that, however many of the 
enemy came, they could not force an entrance 
without a very great loss, if at all, as we had 
men enough to line our whole Etockade — about 
160. We waited anxiously until it waa quite 
dark, and then, seeing no sign of them, we 
made ourselves snug for the night the best way 
we could, with such fare as we could collect, 
warning our sentries to keep a sharp look-out, 
in case of an attempted surprise. We mustered 
under arms an hour before daylight the next 
morning, that being the most likely time for 
them to come, if they did at all. However, it 
turned out that such was not their intention, 
for they had passed on, and taken up their 
quarters at a neighbouring pah. 

We all reached the ships unmolested, after an 
£2 
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absence of five weeks, duting which time we 
had become quite colonial — an expression veiy 
common both in New South Wales and New 
Zealand, and means that we had learned how 
to sleep in the bush with a blanket round us, 
smoke a pipe before breakfast, dispense en- 
tirely with shaving and very nearly with 
washing, cook oui own dinners, wash oar 
clothes, occasionally sit over s. damp wood fire 
without crying (a feat which, by-the-bye, takes 
a few days to learn), build a ware or hut, 
paddle a canoe ^vithout upsetting, and say 
Cawpie the inaori, " very good the native !" — 
with which accomplishments, we were suppc»ed 
to be quite eligible for the colony. During 
our absence from the ship, those on board had 
been employed principally in bringing our 
supplies up to the pah, but on several occa- 
sions had had a day or two's chace in the boats 
after whale-ships, supposed to be trying to land 
powder for the natives. We had at this time 
blockaded the Bay of Islands, much to the in- 
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convenience of these whalers as well aa otbei 
trading vessels; but we knew how much traflSc 
was done in powder, and the Governor having 
determined that the rebels should not be sup- 
plied with that article, prevented them from 
coming in at all. Since this the introduction of 
powder has been forbidden by an Act of the 
Legislative Council, under a very heavy pe- 
nalty; not only the sale, but giving it away, 
or bringing it into the colony without a per- 
mit. The sale of arms has also been forbidden 
for the present. 

During our short stay at Eororarika, we 
had frequent visits from our native friends; 
and it was with evident regret they saw us 
depart, as they liked the excitement of a cam- 
pMgn very much, and felt proportionably 
stupid now that it was over. We took the 
wounded natives round to Auckland in the 
Cagtor — that is, those who specially required 
medical treatment. One of the wounded mao- 
ries of Kawiti's tribe was a prisoner amongst 



cGoogk 



134 nTCM^ T jyfi OF 

(hem, and evidently thought at first that the 
probing the wound was done to torture him. 
I believe he never recovered : had he done ao 
he vrould have been set fi%e. 

I give an extract firom a colonial paper, to 
show the opinion of the press aa to our pro- 
ceedings. None of them, indeed, have been 
lavish in their praise of those who have had the 
nnpleasant duty of fighting their battles, paltiy 
as they may appear. Some one or two fulsome 
paragraphs have appeared from time to time, 
but they were too glaring to be received ex- 
cept with the ridicule they deserved. 

ESTEACT FKOM THE "HEW ZEALAHDES." 

"Saturday, January 24, 1846. 

" 'Be just, and fear not. 
Let all the ends thou aim'st at be thy coimtiy'B, 
Thy God's, and tratli'a.' 

" We announced in our last publication the 

arrival of his Excellency Governor Grey &om 

the seat of war on the morning of Saturday 

last, and the intelligenoe that Eawiti and 
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Hekl had been driven £rom the pah of Rna- 
pekapeka, which -was auhsequentl^ desoroyed. 

" On Saturday evening the Government 
Gaxette appeared, containing despat^^es firom 
Colonel Despard to Govemoi Giey, detailing 
the recent operations of the combined forces 
in the neighbouthood of the Bay of Islands. 
The Gazette of last Saturday was published on 
Monday morning, in a second edition. On 
Wednesday last the Government republished 
the Gazette, with two additional despatches 
from Colonel Despard, dated the &th and 14th 
of January ; and we have this day republished 
the whole of these documente. 

" The despatches are prefeced by a noti£ca- 
tion from the Colonial Secretary, by hia Ex- 
cellency's command, that these operations have 
' resulted in a series of successes which must 
produce the most beneficial consequences to 
this portion of her Majesty's domioions.' 
With this introduction, it might be anticipated 
^t the despatches would detail brilliant ac- 
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lions and skilful tactics. The actual result ot 
■the present campiugn in the northern district, 
more especially that Kawiti and Hekt are now 
suing for peace, is certainly a source of great 
satisfaction, however fortuitoualy it may have 
heen brought about ; but the manner in which 
possession was gained of Kawiti's pah did 
not, in our opinion, justify the lengthened, 
pompous, commendatory despatch of Colonel 
Despaid, in which a mere casualty of the 
defenders — being at prayers without the pah, 
enabling our troops and allies to enter unper- 
ceived and unmolested — is termed *the capture 
of a fortress of extraordinary strength by 
assault, and nobly defended by a brave and 
determined enemy.' We conrider, therefore, 
that a plain unvarnished narrative of the facts, 
from authentic sources, will be acceptable to 
our readers. 

" It appears that on the 1st of Januaiy the 
British forces established themeelves in a strong 
stockade in the middle of a wood, distant 
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about 400 yards from the pah of Eawiti, and 
in -wHcli, Bubseqaently, -were mounted two 
32-pOHndew and four small Scinch mortars; 
and, the wood in front of the guns being cut 
down, the western face of the pah was exp<^ed 
to their £re. On the 2nd inst. Kawiti made 
a sortie from his pah, for the purpose of 
turning the flank of this stockade, and de- 
stroying it before it was finished ; but Nene 
and our allies drove them back, killing four 
and wounding several of the enemy. The 
British troops were not engaged in this a£6iir, 
at the particular desire of the loyal native 
chiefs. 

" AfW this sally from the pah, another small 
stockade, but more advanced, about 160 yards 
from the pah, was erect«d, motmting one 18- 
pounder and one 12-pound howitzer, for the 
■purpose of destroying the south-west angle of 
the pah. The main camp was distant about half 
a mile from the pah, situated on a ridge sur- 
rounded on all sides by thick woods. In front 
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of the camp were three gun^ with an apparatus 
for throwing rockets. 

" On Saturday, ihe 10th inst., all the batteries 
being completed, a general fiie was commenced 
&om the whole of them, for the purpose of 
eSfecting a breach ; and rockets were likewise 
disohai^ed, in order to annoy the en^my within 
the pah. Towards evening the outer works 
evinced the effects of the guns, and three 
breaches -were made. An asBault was then 
contemplated by the commanding officer, 
and 200 of the troops were told o£F to lead 
the attack. During the afWmoon a great 
number of the natives had been seen from the 
battery to enter stealthily the pah in small 
parties; and it was very clear that the natives 
within the pah were considerably reinforced, 
and also that they were well prepared, and 
anticipatiag an assault. The chief Mohai 
Tawai remonstrated with the commanding 
officer, asserting that it would be sacriSdng 
the lives of brave men to attempt the assault 
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on that evening, and tKat by ctontmuing die 
breaching the obj ect would be accompliahed in 
a few days. The troops were then ordered 
back to the camp. 

"On tbefoUowingmoming, Sunday, the lltli, 
about twelve of Nene's natives, with William 
Walker, his brother, approached the breaches 
to reconnoitre, and not perceiving or hearingany 
natives within the stockades of the pah, they 
entered ; and as soon as they found they were 
unopposed, conveyed signals to oai forces in 
the batteries, when the sEulors and troops rushed 
forward in the pah, before Eawiti's natives, 
who were outside the pah, engaged at thdr 
karakia (worship), could re-enter. As soon as 
they ascertained that they had thus by n^li- 
gence lost possession of their stronghold, they 
oonunenced a heavy £re on our troops &om 
the woods and from the back part of the pah; 
but the Dumerical strength of the European 
forces and native allies, in addition to the 
protection afforded by the internal defences of 
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the pah, rendered all attempts unavailing; and 
if our troope and seamen had remained vrithin 
the pah, instead of rushing out to contend 
vith the natives in the woods, vety few casu- 
alties would have occurred. After continuing 
the fire in order to cany off their killed and 
wounded, the natives retired into the woods 
to a pah about three miles distant, recently 
^«cted hy HeH (who joined Kawiti on 
Saturday afternoon) as a place of refuge for 
£[awiti in case he should be expelled from Rua- 
pekapeka. The loss of the European forces 
was twelve killed, of which number nine were 
seamen and marines— and thirty wounded, in- 
clusive of seventeen seamen and marines. The 
native r«beb snared a loss of twenty-five 
killed, as correctly as it could be ascertained. 
Within the pah no ammunition ot provisions 
were found. The foimer had been divided 
among them on the Saturday evening, antici- 
paring the attack ; and they had been sub- 
sisting on fern-root alone for some rime previ- 
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ously. Hia Excelleocy Governor Grey waa 
present during the whole of the operationB, 
and was eye-witness to Uiis anomalous assault 
on an enemy's fortification which had no 
enemy within it; * the extraordinary strength 
of which in its interior defences — every bat 
being a complete fortress in itself, and the 
whole stockaded all round with heavy timbeie, 
with a strong embankment hehind them,' — 
enabled the combined European and native 
forces, alcove one thousand men, to keep out 
the original native possessors, in numbers not 
exceeding four hundred fighting men. 

" In the brigade order of the Ilth January, 
it is stated that ' the capture of a fortress (^ 
such extraordinary strength by assault, and 
nobly defended by a brave and determined 
enemy, is of itself sufficient to prove the 
intrepidity and gallantry of all concerned.' 
And Colonel Bespard, in his despatch to his 
Excellency on the following day, remarks, 
that as Governor Grey was an eye-witness 
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to all the operations, and likewise actively 
engaged in the assault of the fortress, it 
might be con^ered unnecessary to particu- 
larise those individuals who conspicuously 
distinguiahed themselves ; but he feels so 
much Batis&ctioD in recording his obligations, 
that he perseveres in immortalisiDg twenty- 
one individuals, and lastly his Excellent^ 
himself participates in the lavish applause. 
On this occasion we fear that the drummers 
and fifers will feel themselves deprived of 
their laurels in this assault, from the omission 
of a paragraph complimentary of their ser- 
vices. 

" That praise and promotion should be 
awarded in the highest degree and to the 
fidlest extent for meritorious services, no one 
vrill deny; but care should be taken that 
justice is strictly and impartially rendered to 
all, and that no omissions are made in the 
commendatory list. That the whole of the 
officers and troops have individually endured 
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great privationB and moet arduous duties, in 
a warfate quite noTel, in a country perliaps 
Dnequalled as to difoculty im military opera- 
tions, and with an enemy £erce, wily, and 
courageous exceeding anticipation, there can- 
uot exist a difference of opinion ; and for the 
devotion, zeal, and bravety evinced by all, 
whether seamen, marines, troops of the line, 
artilleiy of the H. E. I. O.'s service, or the 
Auckland volunteer militia, all are deserving 
of ^e highest praise and the grateful thanks 
of every settler in New Zealand. 

" But however fortunately these events have 
come to pass, we have the greatest pleasure 
in announcing to our readers that they have 
occasioned serious overtures of peace from 
Heki and Xawiti. On Saturday last Held 
and Kawiti went to Fomare's pah at the head 
of the kotatu; but that wily chief would not 
admit them, for fear of implicating himself, 
and incurring the censure and punishment of 
tlie Governor. They sent to I^ene, requesting 
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him to meet them, in order to convey to the 
Goremor their request for peace. Nene 
would nether go to them nor eufier them to 
come to him, hut deputed his brother, Wil- 
Uam Waka, to receive their communication. 
Being convinced that thej are reallj sincere 
in their desire for a termination of hostilities, 
Nene has come to Auckland in the Victoria, 
with the concurrence of the other fiiendly 
chiefs in alliance with him, to acquaint his 
Excellency of the submission of Heki and 
Kawiti, and to intercede in their behalf. The 
two rebel chiefs throw themselves whoUy on 
the mercy of his Excellency, reogning all 
their lands, and leaving it entirely to him to 
dictate the tenns on which peace and order 
are to be estabUshed at the northern part of 
the island. We understand that his Excel- 
lency does not intend to deprive Hefei and 
Kawiti of their lands, or to make them an 
appendage to the property of the Crown. 
We conadet this to be most wise policy; and 
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itB moral eflect on the ainde of the natives 
tliroagliout the islands will be great and 
beneficial, as it will prove that the Queen 
does not take up arms and carry on wais for 
the purpose of depriving the naUvea of their 
lands and properties, but to enforce submission 
to the laws. 

" If our loyal allies are anxious that the rebeb 
should be spared ;Eurtber punishment, and are 
also well assured that their present submission 
is sincere, and attributable to the efiect and 
proof recently given to them, that the Queen 
will not allow insult to her flag, or robbery 
and outrage to hei subjects, to pass with im- 
punity ; then we condder it would be no leas 
consistent with justice than with mercy at 
once to grant fuU pardon, and obliterate the 
past. We learn that Nene will return imme- 
diately to the Bay of Islands, and tbat peace 
will soon be permanently established in that 
district. The blockade will be removed from 
the northern parte on the 1st of Febroary, and 
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the customs le-otablished. Two htmdied 
troops will remtUQ there, with the Race- 
horie and Osprey men-of-war," 

The foregoing leading article, coming out 
immediately after the first aucceaafiil e^>edi- 
tion which had heen made against the rebels, 
and BO soon after the arrival of hia Excellency 
Captain Grey, who was so popular with all 
those who had served with him, did not in- 
cline us to think very favourably of the colo- 
nial press, which we cettwnly did not expect 
would pick our deeds to pieces, putting the 
worst construction on such weakness as it 
would have shown their good sense to have 
passed over in silence; for when we t^e it 
into conaderation that such a large colonial 
force might have been formed, if we take the 
numbers who were phyocally capable of bear- 
ing arms, it seems to me that, out of compli- 
ment to the gallant little band who so nobly 
came forward from amongst the many, and 



cGoogk 



THE COLONIAL PRESS. 147 

who were so deservedly highly spoken of by 
Colonel Despard under the denomination of 
Pioneers, they might have been as sparing of 
their remarks as they had been of their assist- 
ance. The successes had not been so nume- 
rous, or the hardships so trifling, that a com- 
manding officer could aflbrd to lose an oppor- 
tunity of cheering the spirits of his almost 
■worn-out followers by such praise as their 
perseverance under the most trying circum- 
stances had warranted, 

Every preparation was now made for leaving 
this truly beautiful spot, in which we had ex- 
perienced two months of the most dcUghtful 
weather that I have ever enjoyed in any part of 
the world. I can scarcely fancy a place possess- 
ing more attractions than the country round 
this bay. It possesses everything to recommend 
it as a settlement ; the forests abounding in 
magnificent timber growing within a reason- 
able distance &om the sea, rendering the em- 
barkation of it a matter of little labour. And to 
l2 
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show the good opinion that those who had 
chosen tbis as their residence had of the place, 
I will mention the caae of Mr. Wright, one of 
the etalj settlers, who had for & number of 
years roughed it, as all other settlers must, 
and had just began to reap the reward of his 
labour and industry; having succe^uUy cul- 
tivated the growth of some of the choicest 
of European fruits, as well as the stock 
of a good kitcheu-gaiden, besides raising the 
more necessary farm stock of grain; which, 
with a few head of cattle, and a well fiUed 
poultry yard, promiEed iair, in a year or two, 
to rival some of oui English pet iarma. Things 
had reached this happy stage, when the un- 
fortunate £ag-Bta£r war gave an opportunity 
to the malicious John Heki to vent his rage 
on this imofiending family — first by stealing 
the horses, which I have mentioned elsewhere, 
and lastly by burning down the house and 
the best of the fruit-trew, of which the old 
man was so justly proud; rooting up every- 
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thing in the garden, and, in fact, undoing in 
a few short hours all that had taken so many 
years of patience and hard work to accomplish. 
However, in spite of this, after eretything 
became comparatiTely qiuet again in that 
immediate neighboiuhood, he took up his 
lendence at the same spot, built another 
house, and, when we left, was going over the 
same groimd which he had so succeesfiilly 
trodden years before; and looked forward 
cheerfully, notwithstanding the disheartening 
results of his former work, to again heing 
surronnded with those comforts which had so 
cruelly been wrested from him. He apoke in 
the most glowing terms of the climate and 
the prodactiTeaess of the place, and expressed 
his regret that so few English ships visited the 
bay of late yeara, the whale-fishery and other 
trade being nearly exclusively carried on by 
the Americans. 

When Captain Cook visited New Zealand, 
he appears to have formed the highest opinion 
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of the harbour and resources of the Bay of 
Islands, and mentions that it is particularly 
adapted for the establishment of a colony; and, 
should Great Britain ever turn her attention to 
this country, that this n^ghbouxhood, or the 
banks of the Thames, possesses more attrac- 
taona as a settlement than any other part of the 
Itilands. The same great navigator Eeems to 
have appreciated the fish found in such abun> 
dance, both here and in the harbours and bays 
in Cook's Straits. 

We lea the Bay of IslandB on the 19th of 
January, in company with the Castor and 
North Star, for Auckland, leaving the Race- 
horse in the bay. The ill-fated Otprey had 
left previously for Hookiengia, from whence 
she never returned. We hgd a delightful 
passage, and were the first ship of the three 
that arrived. We landed the troops which 
we brought round with us, and commenced 
provisioning. Next day the Castor and North 
Star made their appearance, and all our boats 
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were employed disembatkiog the troops. We 
had to land them up to their w^sts in water, 
there bdng no convenience in the shape of a 
wharf or quay available for this purpose, 
except at high water. The AucUand news- 
paper gives the following description of the 
harbour, which is but too true: — 

" Our port is our disgrace: it is a mere 
anchorage, however excellent its holding 
ground. There is no facility for the landing 
of goods: on the contiaiy, serious expense 
and frequent damage occur to merchandise in 
its transit from the vessel to the warehouse 
of the merchant. Auckland, with very great 
natural capabilities, has notoriously the worst 
shipping accommodation of any port in the 
Australian seas. As for watering, there exists 
no me&ns of supplying the necesmties of the 
pettiest sloop : ships of war have to proceed 
elsewhere; and merchantmen fritter away thdir 
time, venting blessings on a spot where apathy 
is the dominant feature. Contrast this defi- 
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dency of prcrvision of the limpd element, in 
a town remarkable for its abundance, witb &e 
admirable &cility with which it can be ob- 
tained at Sydney and Hobart Town — ^both 
places, Sydney in espetual, pioveibial for 
limited souiees of supply— and the cslloueness 
to the interest of the shipping and the port 
becomes positively calamitous." 

The day after the arrival of the Cattar, 
H.M. steam sloop Driver came in from China. 
She had been expected for upwards of two 
months, but had been obliged to put back to 
Singapore after coming some consideTable 
distance, having sustained serious damage in a 
tj^hoon in the China sea. She had been five 
years in commission, and was in a very ^Ia[d< 
dated state, litde calculated for service on this 
bbisteious coast. Soon after her atnTal we 
were entertained at a ball, given to us bj the 
liberal inhabitants of the infant capital, which 
took place at a large room built for the pur- 
pose, adjoining the hotel, which place was 



cGoogk 



BALL AT AUCKLAND. 153 

gaily decorated vith tlie flags of all nalioiis, 
Bent &om the di&ient ships, and piesented a 
Tory pretty appearance. The band of the 
58th r^iiment attended, and afforded a good 
c^portimity, to those who were lucky enough 
to find paxtnras, of renewing their acquaint- 
ance with the ahnoBt forgotten accompliah- 
mrat of dancing. There was a plentiful 
supply of everything but ladies, who were 
vecj scarce, there being at least twenty gen- 
tlemen to one lady. Oui entertainers, how- 
ever, endeavoured by every means in their 
power to atone for this unfortunate deficiency, 
by supplying abundance of champagne and 
every other luxury, which, with the newness 
of the polka, introduced by ns, caused great 
hilarity, and many a step and figure was 
danced that night which was never taught at 
any ^shionable dancing acadeniy. We kept 
it up till daylight, pleasantly enough, with the 
exception of a round oi two being fought be- 
tween the manager of the ball committee and 



cGoogk 



15i BALL XT AXTCKLAKD. 

the landlord of the piemises, who had fsdlen 
out: the former not approving of Ae equahty 
and fraternal system adopted by the latter, 
^hich gave great offence to tlu3 free-minded 
advocate of colonial Ubertj, who could ill 
brook being told that his presence waa io- 
truslve. The distinctionB of society, bo re- 
spected in England, are treated with truly 
republican contempt ia New Zealand. 

After the company had dispeised, we of the 
navy, not being able to procure beds on shore, 
or boatfi to take us off, dismantled the walls, 
and wrapped ouiBdves in the colours of the 
various nations, and lay down on the floor 
and benches in the ball-room to get a few 
hours' sleep, which we did very comfortably. 
Happening to awake first, I was much amused 
with the ridiculous appearance the eeveral 
sleepers presented in their various adopted 
banners : one of them had the lion of England 
grinning fiercely at his heels, which pro- 
traded from beneath the folds of the stan- 
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dard; another having his head illuminated 
by the stera of America, the stripes of that 
free and enlightened nation giving him the 
appearance of a red-striped zebra. We soon 
shook ourselves clear of the bunting, and de- 
manded a large supply of soda-water; after 
which we were glad to cool ourselTes by 
taking a swim in the hatbonr, before we pro- 
ceeded to join a cricket and skittle party at 
Epsom, about three miles from Auckland. 
There is a good load to Epsom, which place, 
however, only existed on the map, the inn 
b^ng then the only house bnilt in this in- 
tended village. Here we found a Bubstantial 
dejeiiner d la foarchetU; after which we 
managed, with cricket, foot races, and skittlea, 
to spend a very pleasant day, and returned to 
town pretty well done up with our amuse- 
ments. 

We found out, when we ^t on board, that 
we were to proceed in the ship the next day 
to Waihekie Bay, about twenty miles oflF, 



cGoogk 



156 THE TOWN OF AUCKLAND. 

for water. We accordingly made the best of 
OUT time to see all we could of the town. ThCTe 
aie a great many very nice residenceB at 
AucUand, prettily situated, fadng the sea; 
being mostly one-storied houses, with veran- 
dahs, and at this time of year (January) beau- 
tifully decorated with creepers. Some of the 
gardens are as good as any I have ever Been. 

The government house, which has ranee un- 
fortunately been burnt down, was a handsome 
building and prettily ntnated, and is said to 
have cost fifteen thousand pounds. The church, 
standing on a small hill quite close to the sea, 
gives the town a finished appearance. I be- 
lieve I ought to call it a cat])edral, Auckland 
being the reradence of the Bishop, who does 
not, however, devote more time to it than to 
tiie more out-of-the-way parts of his diocese. 
Owing to the want of roads, he is obliged to 
travel in a small yAcht, in which way he re- 
peatedly vifflts every portion trf his extensive 
and wild diocese. There are good substantial 
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barracks built on the hill within the goreni' 
meat domain, where we met a great many 
natives selling their potatoes and fish to the 
soldiers; we also saw them hawking these 
goods about the streets. The fiah seemed very- 
plentiful and of an excellent qnalitj; large 
canoes frequently came alongside of us, loaded 
with haibuka, a fish resembling onr salmon 
and frequently weighing twenty pounds : our 
men used to barter tobacco for them, by which 
means they procured capital bargains. The 
barbour-maeter came on board and took us 
down to Waihekie, to the watering-place, 
where we found a capital stream running into 
the sea: part of the crew were immediately set 
to work fiUing the casks and watering the ship, 
whilst another party took the nets and went 
in search of fish, which we were told were very 
plentiful hereabouts. I accompanied the fisb> 
ing party. We found a native pah dose to the 
beach where we landed ; and the maories, seeing 
our nets in the boat, came out to see the sport. 
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Tbete vaa a white man amongst them , ^vho vias 
much tatooed about the iace — the only one I 
ever met thus disfigured ; he was married to 
the chiefs daughter, and looked upon by the 
tribe as one of themselves. 

I strongly suspect hia tale of shipwreck, 
which was badly told, was not the real cause 
of UsfindiughiswayamongEttbeni. He had 
evidently vimted Sydney for " his countiy'e 
good," and absconded from thence in some 
whale-ship. The first time we hailed the net, 
it was aa full aa it could be of the greatest 
variety of fish I have ever seen together — 
none of them lai^; there were about a dozen 
of the small sea-horses, which kept moving 
about very gracefully when set afloat again. 
We filled the boat with such of the fish aa 
we deemed palatable, and gave our maori 
companions the remainder. They had all 
joined in Uie baoUng, and seemed much 
amused at the singing which the men kept up 
to march to in drawing in the fish; and soon 
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caught up the cij of " Lota of fidi !" calling 
oat " Flots of phiat !" in endeavooring to imi- 
tate us. We letumed to the ship with our ac- 
ceptable cargo, and found that she had been 
completed with water during onr alienee. 

The next morning at daylight we got 
under weigh and returned to Auckland, where 
we heard that news had been received from 
the Southern district of threatened distur- 
bances between the settlers and natives, which 
would make it necessary to send a force to 
Port Nicholson immediately. We re-em- 
baiked the troops, having received a reinforce- 
ment from Sydney of a few artillery, sent 
out expressly for service in this colony. The 
Governor embarked on board the Driver; and 
the JVorth Star parted company, being home- 
ward bound, after three years' service on this 
station, taking with her the good wishes of 
all. The ElpUiutone also left us for India, 
taking n mail to be sent home overland vid 
Bombay. Before leaving, his Excellency the 
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Lieat.-GoTemor issued a proclamation pardon* 
ing Buch of the nativesas had been ktelyin arms 
against us in the North, who would Bweai alle- 
^ance to the Queen, and express their sorrow 
at their misconduct. The principal chief of 
the rebel party, Kawiti, was one of the first 
to accept these terms, and has never since 
given the least trouble: not so the civilised 
John Heki, who has still the same svetsion to 
his Christian brethren which he has always 
shewn, and, had he sufficient inBuence amongst 
his own people, would be a most dangerous 
neighbour to the settlera in the Bay of 
Islands. As it is, he has caused them much 
anxiety; and were it not that he is kept in 
check by Tommy Waka and his gallant 
followers, we should have to keep a large 
force at Kororarika for the protection of the 
place. 

On the morning of the 4th ofFebruary we 
left Auckland, and the weather being fine, had 
a beautifiil view of the various islands lying 
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at Ae entiance of the river, some of -whicli 
are rich in mineral productions, which, how^ 
ever, are not confined to theee islandB; coal, 
iron, limestone, copper, tin, manganese, nickel, 
lead, silver, bismuth, arsenic, cerinm, sulphur, 
alum, rock salt, marble of various qualities and 
colours, cobalt, ochre, fuller's earth, asphaltum, 
pumice, volcanic earths and lavas, being found 
in many parts of the colony. * 

The New Zealand fiaz is another valuabla 
production, which flourishes spontaneously in 
the greatest abundance: any person can have 
it for the cutting. Until very lately the 
natives have been the only people who have 
succeeded in preparing any quantity, but 
Aeir method of scraping it with a shell is 
a very slow process, besides wasting three- 
fourths of the fibre. Mr. Cator, of Welling- 
ton, tried several experiments in preparing 
this useM plant, and was perfectly successful ; 
and at present a large quantity of rope made 
from it is exported to Sydney, and many 
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hondred fathoms of whale line are made, to 
eapply the whale-ahips and stationa on the 
coast of New Zealand ; there are also establish- 
menta for making sacks and woolpacks, which 
are a great saving to the colony. The natiTes 
make very handsome mats, by beating the 
flax ont with a piece of wood, and plaiting 
the border very ingeniously by hand. The 
dyes which they nse are also the productioiui 
of their own country. The tanekaha tree 
yields & black or brown dye, and the 
tnhnhi a blue-black dye from the wood and 
bark, as does the mako; the wfaakon also 
yields a handsome blue. Some of their best 
mats sell for 51., the borders of which are 
really astonishingly coloured and prettily 
blended. 

The following is a copy of a deed of pur- 
chase from the natives, showing the nature of 
the payments made by purchasers of land, 
as well as the articles most prized by the 
owners of the eoil, who have, however, of late 
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years learnt to prize £. s. d. more than 
merchandise, hariog now become derer in 
making their own bargains with hard each. 
Some few of them hoard their money, bat 
generally they spend it advantageously. 

" Know all men hy these presents, that we, 
the undersigned chiefs of the hurhour and 
district of Wanga-Nui- Atera, commonly 
called Port Nicholson, in Cook's Straits, in 
New Zealand, do say and declare, that we are 
the sole and only proprietors or owners of 
the lands, tenements, woods, bays, harbours, 
Bbreams, and creeli:B within certain boundaries, 
as shall be truly detailed in this deed or in- 
strument. Be it therefore known unto all 
men, that we, the chiefs whose names are 
signed to this deed or instrument, have ttus 
day sold and parted with all out right, tdtle, 
and interest in all the said lands, tenements, 
woods, bays, harbours, rivers, streams, and 
CTeeks, as shall be hereafter described, unto 
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William Wakefield, Esq., in trust for the 
goTemors, directors, and shareholders of the 
Kew Zealand Land Company of London, 
their heirs, administrators, and assigns, for 
ever, in consideration of having received as a 
full and juet payment for the same one hun- 
dred red blankete, one hundred muafeets, two 
tierces of tobacco, forty-eight iron pots, two 
cases of soap, fiHeen fowling-pieces, twenty- 
one kegs of gunpowder, one cask of b^- 
cartridges, one keg of lead slabs, one hundred 
cartouche-boxes, one hundred tomahawks, 
forty pipe tomahawks, one case of pipes, two 
dozen spades, fifty steel axes, twelve hundred 
fish-hooka, twelve bullet-moulds, twelve dozen 
shirts, twenty jackets, twenty pairs of trowsers, 
sixty red nightcaps, three hundred yards of 
cotton duck, two hundred yards of calico, one 
hundred yards of check, twenty dozen pocket- 
handkerchiefs, two dozen slates and two hun- 
dred pencils, ten dozen looking-glasses, ten 
dozen pocket-knives, ten dozen pairs of scisaors, 
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one dozen pair of shoes, one dozen umbrellas, 
one dozen hats, two pounds of beads, one 
hundred yards of ribbon, one gross of Jews'- 
horps, one dozen razors, ten dozen dressing- 
combs, six dozen hoes, two euits of superfine 
clothes, one dozen shaving-boxea and brushes, 
twenty muskets, two dozen adzes, one dozen 
sticks of sealing-wax; which we, the aforesaid 
chiefs, do hereby acknowledge to have been 
received by us." 

Then follow the names and description of 
the lands purchased, which is all made over 
and agned by seventeen chiefs, and witnessed 
in due form by two Europeans and one native. 
I must apologise for introducing this here, 
but as we were bound for the Cook's Strait 
settlement, which we had always been given 
to understand had been taken possession of 
Vfithout indemnifying the natives, who had 
otherwise been badly treated by the settlers, 
we found it a constant topic of discus^on 
amongst those who pretended to know any- 
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thing about the colony. Most of us Imd 
imbibed the pieTEuIing pi^udice at Auckland, 
and were Mlj prepared to meet people who 
had purchased a large district for a few caaks 
of rnm and tobacco, aad who were anxioudy 
courting a war with the natives in hopes of 
exterminating them. We were, however, 
agreeably surprised on finding a much more 
Bubstanlial class of people than we had hitherto 
met, who, we had every reason to believe, 
paid a fair price for their possessions, and 
traded liberally with the natives, exchanging 
the articles mentioned in the fort^oing deed 
for native produce and labour; fire-arms being 
the only objectionable item, which, however, 
the Government had previously trafficked 
with largely in the purchase of lands in the 
northern distnct. 
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AKBITAL AT WBLLStOTOK — MnDXBS AT THE B 



TIHT TO THX BHEKl'S PAH— ODK-BOAT AT POBEBDA 
— BBDBH BBIWEBN THB OCN-BOAT AKC TBE HATIVBa 
— SAlIf ASASA'S TBSACHERT IOBCOTXBBD — CAETCTBE 



With our usual good luck Y/e made a quick 
paseage to Fort Nicliolsoti; not, however, 
without having had a slight introduction to 
the north-westers so prevalent in Cook's 
Straits, which, from aubeequent experience, we 
found to be the greatest drawback to thia 
in other respects most promiang settlement. 
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Sooa after our arrival we received a play- 
bill, which rather surprised ub; having been 
given to understand at Auckland that this 
place was so inferior a settlement to the capital 
that theatricab seemed quite out of place. 
Curiosity, however, induced many of us to go 
and see what the place was like. We went 
accordingly, and found the house so full that it 
was with considerable difficulty we could get 
up to our perches — which we were told were 
the boxes. However, by dint of pulling from 
above and pushing from below, we managed 
to get into them. The ladder which had been 
placed for the accommodation of the audience 
mounting to these seats, had been broken be- 
fore our arrival, by some of the audience during 
a slight disturbance. As soon as our eyes 
had become accustomed to the cloudy atmo- 
sphere, which was strongly impregnated with 
tobacco smoke, we discovered the stage and 
its recesses. The piece was just about to com- 
mence, the pit having come to an amicable 
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understanding with eadi other, after con< 
siderable demonatrations of pulling the boxes 
down and annihilating the occupants. 

The fiist actor who made his appearance 
vas greeted with such a shout, and underwent 
such an impertinent cross-examination as to 
where he had procured his red striped panta- 
loons, how the moustache was stuck on, &c., 
that he could not proceed. ■ This being highly 
irregular, the manager came on to request that 
order might be kept; unfortunately for him- 
self, he was known to the colonists as a vocalist, 
and was accordingly called upon for a song in 
such an energetic manner, that, to save the 
stage from being upset, he sang " The 
Admiral;" and being in the costume of 
" Macbeth," it had on the whole a plea^g 
effect. He was loudly applauded for his good- 
nature, which, however, was further put to the 
test by the wilful hearers calling on their first 
friend of the red striped trowsets to favour 
them in a similar way: he, however, not being 
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prepared to perfomt in tliis way, was hissed off 
tlie stage, and order was not restored unlal 
one of the actresses came on and sang at least 
half-a-dozen songs in succession, which were 
received with raptures of applause. The piece 
was then commenced, and went on amoothlj 
for half-an-hour, when poor Macheth happen- 
ing to be left alone on the stage to get through 
some long soliloquy, the wayward audience, 
knowing him to be a dancing-master and ex- 
celling in the sailor's hornpipe, demanded it 
in a manner which would not bear a refusal. 
The fiddlers were accordingly ordered, in a 
very peremptory manner, to strike up ; and 
poor Macbeth was obliged to start off. His 
Icmg Bword rather interfering with hia steps, 
he laid it aedde and went to work in capital 
style, which brought forth such shouts of 
delight and uproarious peals of laughter, ac- 
companied by such stam[»ng and screams and 
other symptoms of excessive approbation, that 
in a few minutes down came the bosea, the 
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supports Laving been knocked awaj finm 
beneath. 

This brought the hornpipe to a finale^ and 
with it the whole of the performance. We, 
who had shared the downfal of the boxes, 
were glad to get out into the fresh air, haTii^ 
lucidly escaped with a few bruises. We 
found out the hotel, and put up there for the 
night, finding it far superior to anything we 
could have expected afW what we had seen 
at Auckland. The billiaid-room was full, 
and we witnessed some capital play on a first- 
rate table. The Wellingtonians may well 
pride themselves on the accommodation that 
^ie establishment afibrds, which, considemig 
the short time the settlement bad been formed, 
surpassed expectation. Next morning we 
sallied out to see the town. The situation ia 
more picturesque than convenient, the steep 
thickly wooded hdghts ri£ng so abiapUj 
fi-om the beach as to make it necessaiy in 
many places to cut terraces in the ade of the 
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hill to build upon. There are some good 
substantial brick buildings, the bricks being 
made on the spot. The principal mercantile 
houses are all on the beach. There are also 
numerous roomy stores and commodious ehops, 
many of them having wooden wharfs attached, 
running out into ten or twelve feet water, 
allowing small vessels to come alongside and 
take in or discharge cargo. The town also 
boasts of a steam and a wind flour-mill, a 
strong gaol, a bank, four chapels of various 
HzeSj belonging to different sects of Dissenters. 
The church is situated at the north-western 
end of the town, and is much smaller than 
many of the chapela. Near it are many of the 
principal residences, amongst which the one 
belonging to the New Zealand Company's 
principal agent, standing in a nice green lawn, 
with a pretty garden at the back, reminds one 
of an Englisli villa. The Lieut,- Governor's 
house has also been built here, as well as a 
new barrack. There are rather too many 
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public-houses for tKe size of tKe place, 
■wMcL were generally well filled, owing 
partly to the unfortunate disturhances hav- 
ing thrown ao many people out of work, 
and driven in numbers of the ouf^settlera 
from their farms, for the protection the town 
afforded. 

TheValleyoftheHutt, about threemilesftom 
the town, is the only flat part about the harbour, 
and is a most fertile and desirable spot in every 
respect, hut wag unfortunately one of the many 
disputed lots purchased by the Company. At 
the time of our arrival the sparring between 
the settlers and natives had exasperated the 
former to such a degree that a general feel- 
ing of discontent was manifested by them; 
and not without good cause, for, whoever was 
to blame, it is quite certain that the unfor- 
tunate purchasers of the sections on the Hutt 
district were the sufferers. 

I will here give copies of a few letters from 
gentlemen who had lately taken possession of 
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their property in this neigtbouriiood, ad- 
diened to the Ptotector of Abotigines, and 
Police MagiBtrate; wliicli may give an idee of 
the annoyances they weie subjected to, after 
having as they thought got over the worst of 
their difficolties. 

" Sir, — I beg to infonn you, that upon my 
arrival at this place last night, I found that the 
old chief E. Kori had come in the morning, 
with a number of natives, and begun Jailing 
the forest, with the intention of making a 
settlement within 200 yards of the house I am 
now building on section No. 31. 

" E. £uri and his party came again this 
morning. Upon remonstrating with him, he 
inskta that he has never been paid f(» ^ 
land, and that he will not ijuit it without 
further payment. Under these aggravating 
circumstances, I trust you will see the absolute 
necessity of immediate measures being taken 
by the proper authoritiea, that a stop may be 
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at once pnt to this outtageouB violation of 
property and good f^th. I may suggert tliat 
an interpreter, well acquainted with the lan- 
guage, should accompany whoever comes, bo 
that, if poGsible, an amicable arrangement may 
be made by my paying the maoiies for any 
work they may do, or that E, Kuri himself be 
Bommoned to WeUiogtou. I have made a 
fflmilar communication to Mr. Murphy, not 
knowing precisely who is to take cognizance 
of the outrage. 

" I have the honour, &c., 

(Signed) "W. S." 



"Satnrd^. 
" My dear Sir, — E. Euri's tribe vrill not 
let me have an inch more of my section, and 
have driven off the men as soon as they began 
to work on the ten acres I had let them. As 
this is a direct violation of their agreement 
vrith yon, I see no odier remedy than to 
remove them &om the land at once, unless 
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E. Euri, who went to Kaiwarawara this morn- 
ing, can be brought to his senses. TLey have, 
in Bbort, taken poasesraon of the whole hundred 
acres, and will not allow me any more. I 
have written to Mr. Murphy, and I really 
hope something is to be done immediately. 
Another party have begun on the other side of 
the river, so that where all this will end 
Heaven knows ! Pray excuse haste, as X send 
off a special messenger. 

" Yours, &c,, 
(Signed) "W. S." 



" My dear Sit, — Our negotiations and the 
influence of the authoritieH last Thursday 
have had no effect whatever. E. Kuri has 
been amu^g us in order to gain time ; for as 
soon as the weather cleared up, the whole of 
his people fell to work, and the forest is now 
jinging with their axes. Meantime a rein- 
forcement of between 200 and 250 men have 
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arrived at the pah, supposed ftom Porirua; 
they have taken posBesaon of the sawyers* 
house, and fairly driven them awaj. This ie 
another proof that conciliation, instead of 
lesaeniag the evil, only makes it ten times 
worse: either they must be bribed oSmj land 
by the Company, or I am determined to bring 
this question to an issue, for I stall hold no 
commisfflon of the peace where the law is all 
on one dde. I cannot leave tUs place, for these 
rascals may come upon us: if they do, we 
shall resist by force of arms. Will you have 
the goodness to communicate this to Mr. Spain, 
I have no time to write to Mr. Murphy again, 
having done bo before the enemy were re- 
inforced. 

'* Tonra veiy faithfully, 

(Signed) "W. S." 



" My dear Sir, — I know not what was said 
E. Kuri by the authorities, but as the 
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weaiher cleared ap yesterday, I found, to my 
unspeakable vexation, that be and his peo[Je 
began th^r work of destruction precisely the 
same as if you and the other authorities bad 
not been here. I trust that you Trill now 
take some decisive measures, or we bad better 
evacuate the colony and the islands. 

" Yours truly, 
(Signed) " W. S." 

" P.S. Pray send me a line by the con- 
stable, for my proceedings are put a stop to 
until I know what ia to be done." 



" Tuetdar morning. 
" My dear Sir, — I have just time to let you 
know that a reinforcement to E. Kuri's tribe, 
of between two and three hundred men, have 
come from Porirua, and are working with 
them from one end of the land to the other. 
They are beating in all our advanced 
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settlers, and everytiiing argues hostility of a 
most dreaded natiue. 

" Toura fwthfiilly, 
(Signed) " W. S." 



" Sir, — I beg to call your attention to a 
inrcumstance that occurred yesterday on my 
premises, of a very aggravating nature, to my 
great inconvenience, and hazard of losing 
Btores lying in the yard. Missionary Davis 
came with several natives and pulled down 
my fence, and commenced building a maori- 
house in my yard ; and last evening I pulled 
it down. This morning he came with several 
men, to mj inconvenience, and commenced 
huilding E^n; and has the impudence to tell 
me that yourself and Mr. Halswell will bear 
him out in it. I wish to know, if you please, 
whether he is to be held harmless, and to 
commit these outrageous acts with impuni^? 
" I am. Sir, your most obedient, 

(Signed) " H. M." 
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" Sir, — I am extremely soity I must call 
upon you foi interference between the natives 
and my men, or I am sure a breach of the 
peace will be committed by the one or the 
other party. The conduct of the maoriea ia 
too much to by the patience of any white man. 
They actually have split into fencing poles the 
very trees I had cut down by my men, to fence 
ofif what they call their ground; and they are 
now taking possesion of my own clearings. 
I shall not have on my place even enough 
room which is escaped from the Eoods, to build 
apigstyeon; andthia place, asafarm,is ruined. 
If you have no power to protect the first pilot 
in fanning in this settlement, have the good- 
ness to send a constable immediately to Wel- 
lington; and if you cannot efiect any remedy, 
I shall be obliged to cease with my works, and 
consider this place as nothing furUier than my 
reddence ; and I txust that some party or 
other will indemnify me for the enormous 
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outlay I have macle, and the loBses I aiaSl 
have to meet 

"lam, Sir, youis respectfully, 
" Chaelbb Van Aldsdobp." 



Here we remained, waiting the arriTal of 
Captain Grey and the rest of the force ; on this 
event taking place, he, with his usual prompti- 
tude, set to work to aecertain the cause of 
dispute, as nearly as the conflicting statemenlB 
of opposite and interested parties would par- 
nut: he also gave audience to a great many 
nativea, from whom he endeavoured to learn 
what really was the bone of contention be- 
tween themselves and the Kuropeans. 

From what he could gather from them, it 
appeared that parts of the Valley of the Hutt, 
brought into cultivatiou by the settlers, had 
never been Batisfactoiily made over to the Com- 
pany. Where the blame lay was not my ob- 
ject to find out ; but that there had been lament- 
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able blundering somewhere is beyond a doubt, 
and coBsequently a beautiful tract of productive 
land, just coming into cultivation, and be- 
ginning to repay the holders of it for their 
hard work, soon became the scene of desolation 
and murder; the unfortunate farmers, with 
few exceptions, b^ng obliged to leave thdi 
ferms and residences to the tender mercy 
of the exasperated natives, and seek for pro- 
tection in Wellington. The arrival of the 
force brought things to a criae, for soon after 
two murders were committed on the Hutt 
settlers, as a warning to the rest to withdraw — 
at least those who held disputed ground. A. 
detachment of troops was immediately marched 
out and stationed there for the protection of the 
neighbourhood, a large reward being offered 
for the apprehension^ of the murderers, and 
every inducement held out to persuade the 
natives to give them up. Fair means failing, 
we tried intimidation; and, to make a demon- 
stration, the Calliope and Driver were sent 
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round to Porirua, the Governor having been 
there previously, endeavonmg to persuade the 
wily old chief Te Rauparaha to use his influ- 
ence with Rangahiata — ^who was then afford- 
ing protection to the murderers, as well as to 
other discontented and badly-dieposed natlvcB 
— to give up the two men supposed to he 
guilty of the crime, for trial. 

Upon OUT arrival, Bangy, and those who 
had cause to fear, as well as those who had 
a natural aversion to us, left the coast and 
proceeded to a pah at the head of a creek, 
partly surrounded by a small river, marshy 
ground, and wood: the approach to it was 
most difficult, the river being too shallow to 
admit of anything but a light boat ascending 
it. We had no idea of the strength of this 
retreat, and every day's delay was taken 
advantage of by them to secure themselves 
against surprise. We disembarked the troops 
we had bronght round, and left them on a 
flat point of land with their tents, which 
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were in very bad conditioii, to encsmp tiion- 
Belves, and to cut off the comnmnication be- 
tween Rangy and the natives on the coast, 
who were supplying him with provisions. 
The pece of ground on which they were 
aicamped having been tabued, or made 
sacred, tendered it highly probable that they 
would be attacked before they had time to 
fortify themselves, which they did at first by 
digging a trench round their front, meeting 
the sea on either side, which protected tJieu* 
rear; bat finding that twice the number of 
men which they conid muster would not have 
filled it, that mode of fortification was aban- 
doned, and a stockade contemplated. 

The commanding officer of the troops ap- 
plied for a boat and a party of seamen to co- 
operate in carrying out the Lieutenant- Grover- 
nor's views, which were to cut o^ if posmble, 
any canoes endeavouring to get up with a supply 
of fish to the rebels, as well as to prevent any of 
their party finm leaving their present abode. 
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I WBS BGooidinglj sent in commoDd of 
a light eight-oared boat and crew, hsvii^ 
also a small whale-boat, manned by the Wel- 
lington police, also under mj orders. Mj 
inattuctions weie, to endeavour to get pomes- 
mon of the penonB of the murderera, and also 
to capture their canoes, which would prevent 
&Qii getting awaj without taking regularly 
to the badi — in this neighbourhood almost 
impassable from the dense woods and the 
steepness of the hills; at the same time, to 
avoid, if posable, commencing hostilities. 
With th«e instrudians from the military 
commandant, tmd with orders &om my own 
captfun to make myself thoroughly acquainted 
with the navigation of tlie creek, at the head 
of which the enemy were supposed to be 
located, as well as to find out the exact spot 
and nature of their retreat, and to report to 
bim my opinion as to the possibility of 
mrpriBing the j^dace by taking a £>rce £rom 
the camp in boate at night, I was left 
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l>elimd when the ship retumed to Wel- 
lington, not exactly knowing how we 
were to avoid coining to blows if we 
endeavoured to cut off their supply of 
provisioiiflj or to make any of them pri- 
soners; however, the day after the ship 
left, we took one of their canoes coming 
down for provisiona, the natives taking to 
the bush and leaving UB an empty - prize. 
Soon after this, being anxious to find out 
their exact wheieabouta, we started at about 
three o'clock in the morning, in a H^t 
four-oared boat belonging to eome of the 
military officers, several of whom volunteered 
to make a crew for her. We accordingly 
pulled up with muffled oars, accompanied by 
my own boats, all of ua being well aimed in 
case of accidents. We managed to reach the 
head of the creek, a distance of about three 
miles, just before daylight, luckily without 
sticking in the mud, or b^g discovered by 
any of the scouts, who were always watehing 
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our moTements from a little hill commanding 
a view of the camp. 

Leaving the two larger boats at the entrance 
of the small river which ran out from the wood, 
we proceeded in the little gig, guided by the 
smoke; but, unfortunately, we got the boat 
aground: I was obliged to get out and wade, 
to look for the deepest water. After some 
little delay we succeeded in getting into the 
proper channel, and pulled up till we saw the 
stakes of the pah just over us, on the hank of 
the river, which was very steep and high, and 
the river itself not broad enough to allow of 
the boats being turned round; this we had 
luckily foreseen, and had taken the precaulJon 
of going up stem first. I ascended the hank, 
and soon found myself looking through the 
palings of the pah, which were trumpery 
defences. Tliere was an old woman washing 
potatoes in^de, and a nasty little cur with her, 
who discovered me and commenced barking. 
The old woman looked up and caught right of 
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me, and set up a howl &a.t would liare 
ftwakened the eeren sleepers, calling out 
" Fakeha !" (stranger) and mahing off to one of 
the hutB to tell her tale. I mshed off the 
other way, to tell my comrades of the alarm I 
hod created; and meeting the artillery officer, 
who was ascending the bank, I rolled ova 
him in my haste, and neatly knocked him into 
the tiTer. I had no time to apologise, but 
jtmiped into the boat, knowing that the na- 
tives would be in pursuit of ua in a minute. 

As soon as I had made my companions un- 
derstand what had happened, we pulled for oni 
lires, and had hardly advanced a boat's lengdi 
before we heard a musketry-fire between as 
and the party we had left at the entrance of 
theriTer. We "gave way" manfully, and soon 
discovered that a party of natives on the beach, 
a few hundred yards from the mouth of &e 
small liver, were keeping up a brisk fire on 
the other two boats, which were, however, at 
too great a distance for it to take efiect. 
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UpoQ discoTering us they immediately laa 
over, and ^endeavoured to intercept us; but, 
as luck would have it, tlieii piogresa was im- 
peded by their having to cross several deep 
creeks, otherwise we must have fallen into 
thm hands. Just as they discoveied us, a 
brisk file was opened upon us by our friends 
&om the pah, who had lost no time in the 
pursuit. The two boats which we had left 
outside now pulled in to our assistance, 
endeavouring to draw the attention of the 
maories to themselves, without, however, firing 
a single shot in return. The natives, luckily for 
us, fired very hurriedly, and our pulling fiist 
caused them to make very bad shots ; notwith- 
standing which, many passed quite close 
enough to our heads to encourage our eSbrts 
to get out of reach of this nest of hornets. I 
was steering the boat, and kept my eye 
aimously on the party, who were wading 
across the last creek, about twenty yards &om 
the entrance of our channel, when unforto- 
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nately the boat ran on itie eand and stuck 
iaat. 

We all immediately jumped iato tlie water, 
and carrying her bodily over the sandbank 
on which ehe had grounded, quickly got her 
afloat. Taking to the boat again, we pulled 
across a rather disagreeable fire, the muaket- 
balla making a noise like the drawing of corks 
in every direction round about us. The 
other two boats, seeing we had got through 
the worst of our difficulties, puUed away ; and 
none of us returned the fire, having been 
ordered not to commence hostilities. As we 
approached the camp we met the troops 
marching out, the commanding officer think- 
ing that the natives would follow ua down : 
the latter, however, gave up the chace about 
a mile from wbere they met us. We reached 
our quarters in safety, having made the dis- 
covery tiiat Rangy would not allow ua to 
trespass on bis retreat with impunity. The 
next day, a report having reached Wellington 
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that we hsd been attacked in tiie camp, the 
BUperintendent and officer commanding the 
troops in the Southern districtcame oatto ascer- 
tain what had reallj happened; and upon hear- 
ing my account , they regretted exceedingly that 
this decidedly nnfnendly disposition should 
have been evinced, as it vras not their policy 
to come to blows with Rangy and his party, 

A day or two after this the camp at the 
Hutt was attacked, this district being a bone 
of contention. The rebels commenced by 
plundering the settlers here and at the Wais- 
vetu rivet: two of them were taken prisoners, 
and tried by spedal commis^on. One of 
them, Kumate, was found guilty, and sen- 
tenced to ten yeats' transportation, but sub- 
sequently pardoned; after which, in a few 
days, a man of the name of Gillespie and his 
son were murdered by the rebels, showing 
that the leniency shown Kumate had been 
thrown away. Martial law was now pro- 
claimed in the Southern district; and when- 
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ever we ventured now to appEoach within 
mnsket-^ot of any straggling parties oi 
Rangy'a maories, we always found them on 
the alert; and I was B:equentLy baiasBed whilst 
leconnoitring their position in my light boat, 
and twice had to retreat, upon thdr (lowing 
out in liuge numbers in theii war canoes; my 
eight men being no match for two or three 
such boat-loads, each canoe containing about 
££ty men, mostly azmed with douHe-batreUed 
guns. However, having found out that the 
water was deep enough to admit of a much 
larger boat b^g employed on this service, I 
suggested to Captain Stanley the necessity of 
having one which would enable us to meet 
the rebels on something like an equality, 

A ship's long-boat was accordingly pur- 
chased, and converted into a gun-boat by tlie 
carpenters of the Cd/^'opemountinga 12-pouxid 
carronade; which was brought round by the 
ship, and I was installed in my new command, 
Captain Stanley lending me a brass gun, 
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whiuli he had purchased for his own boat. 
With these two pieces of ordoance, and the 
addition of six more blue-jacketS) we were 
anxious to hare another meetiDg with our 
cannibal enemies. After taking some little 
time to make the necessary arrangements 
which the boat required, we agdn ascended 
the creek. Having seen the natives through a 
glass in rather large numbers assembled on a 
point of land about a mile and a halffrom the 
camp, I thought it a good opportunity of 
trying if round shot and canister would com- 
pensate for the disparity in our numbers. 
The artillery officer kindly allowed two of his 
gunners to accompany me on this occasion, 
and I found them most serviceable. 

Aa we approached the point of land where 
I had observed the natives, it appeared 
to be qiiite deserted, not a living creature 
Stirling; but knowing how well they lie in 
ambush, I pulled close In and raked the 
bushes with a discharge of canister. The- 
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effect WRB like magic; upwards of a hundied 
tAtooed faces ^ete to be Been in a second 
in great confudon (for them), not having 
expected that our shot would liave penetrated 
their cover. They, however, were not long 
recovering their usual coolness, and we soon 
found that they did not mean to allow ns to 
have all the fighliag on our side— every sur- 
rounding bush giving forth its fire; but they, 
finding the canister was too penetrating for 
the bush to afford them any shelter, showed 
boldly out, rushing into tlie water up to their 
waists, and keeping up an incessant and well* 
directed fire, nearly every shot striking the 
boat — many pasang through, although she 
was coppered nearly up to the gunwale. 

I had taken the precaution of lashing the 
men's beds up in their hammocks and fastening 
them round the boat, making a bullet-proof 
breastwoik, which afibrded great protection 
to the CTew. The water was very shallow, 
and we had approached so near the point that 
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they made an attempt to board us, fancying 
we were aground. At thia time, finding that 
I could not bring the caronade to bear eo as 
to keep them all at bay, I directed the brass 
gun against a part^ who were making an 
attempt to board us on the quarter. Unfortu- 
nately the gun buret, knocking me down.blind- 
ing me for the minute, and also cutting my 
bead with the lock, which, however, was all the 
barm it did. I soon washed the powder out 
of my eyes, and found that the artiUeiymen, 
under the direction of my coxswain, had 
checked the advance of the enemy with the 
other gun. 

The maories had become so confident of 
tbrar superiority, from their having formerly 
caused u9 to retreat, that they still persevered; 
but a few of the cautious ones took shelter 
behind the rocks. They must have sustained 
ConEsderable loss by this time; and Kangahiata 
was urging them to make another attempt to 
board us, he himself standing foremost and 
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uttering yells of defiance. I now took my 
double-batrelled gun, and used it with some 
eflect, keeping up a smart fire of canister at 
the same time, which caused them at length to 
retreat; which they did in very good order, 
taking their killed and wounded with them, 
and inviting us to follow them into the bush, 
using every provoking and insulting gesture 
and speech calculated to cause us to do so. 
I knew too well, however, the advantage of 
my position afloat, and contented myself with 
driving them into the bush, and then sending 
a few 12-pound shot after them, which 
brought down some young trees about their 
ears, but bad not the desired efiect of bringing 
them out to the attack again. We now took 
to our oars (which had been tossed up, one end 
resting in a socket at the bottom of the boat, 
to be out of the way of the working of the 
gun, and bad been riddled by musket-balls), 
and pulled away, not having any of the crew 
wounded — which in Kew Zealand wariiire 
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gives a decided victory. On our return we 
met the small boats manned by tbe police 
coming up to render ua assistance, aa some of 
the officers had seen us from a hill in the neigh- 
■ bourhood of llie camp, and fancied we had 
sustained a considerable loss, from the fact of 
our having kept out of sight under the shelter 
of the hammocks, and not using our muskets. 
We soon reached the camp, and received 
the congratulations of our friends. They had 
observed an extraordinary explosion, and won- 
dered, when informed what it was, that so little 
damage had been done by it. I was minus 
my eyebrows and eyelashes, and my head 
was rather painful, but with this exception it 
Lad done no harm. A few days after this, two 
settlera coming down the coast, one from 
Auckland and the other from Wanganui (Mr. 
Dighton), fell in with a large body of natives, 
on their way to join Rauparaha by his own 
invitation; after which they were all to co- 
operate with Rangahiata in making an attack 
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OB our camp. On learning which, they left 
them at night, and made the beat of their 
way to Wellington, where they iofoimed Cap- 
tain Grey of old Kauparaha's treachery: his 
Excellency immediately embarked a force in 
H.M. ship Driver, consisting of a detach- 
men t of the S8th and 99th regiments, and ae 
many of the Calliope's crew as could be spared 
from the ship, and started at once to intercept 
the body of natives coming from Wanganui. 
They proceeded to Wakanae, thinking that 
the rebels would be in that neighbourhood; 
and his Excellency wished to secure the as- 
nstance of the chief, William King, the prin- 
dpal one of this place, in preventing a junction 
taking place between the patty and the other 
rebels. King promised to prevent their pass- 
ing along the beach, but refused to attack them 
in the bush. Here the Grovemor was fully 
convinced himself of the treachery of his pre- 
tended ally, the wily old Bauparaha, as well 
as several other chiefs of hia tribe. He came 
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down in the Driver, anchoriog off the pah at 
night, having previously passed it before dark 
as if going to WeUington; thus preventing 
any suspicion of hia real intentions, which 
treie to make prisoners of these traitors. 
I was sent for soon after we arrived, and had 
an interview with the Governor, who informed 
me of old Rauparaha's treachery, and his wish 
to have him and three others taken priaonera, 
if possible by surprise; and knowing that I 
was acquainted with dieir persons and locality, 
be asked me if I would undertake the capture 
of the " Old Serpent" mjmK, allowing me to 
choose my own time and method of doing it; 
Major Durie, the inspector of police, being 
selected to take the others. 

Accordingly it was arranged that we were 
to leave the ship before daylight the next 
morning, and land quietly on the rocks some 
little distance from the pah in which our 
treacherous allies lived; taking a mixed force 
of blue-jacketa and Boldiers, amounting to 200 
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men, to support us in case of the natives rising 
before we had eflected our object. It was the 
Oovemor's particular desire that we should 
not lay our bands on these men until we had 
told them they were prisoners for treason, but 
on no account to let old Bauparaha escape. 

I took Mr. Dighton with me to act as inter- 
preter, and four of our own men unarmed, 
^ving them directions to seize upon the old 
chief as soon as he was made aware of the 
charge preferred against him, and to hurry him 
down to the boat before he could rouse his 
people — the principal object being to secure 
him. We landed at break of day; and 
while they were forming the troops on the 
beach, I with my small party ran on, as 
it was then light, fearing that conscious 
guilt might eharpen their ears and frustr&te 
our plans. When we reached the pah not a 
soul was stirring, but our heavy steps soon 
brought some of the sleepers to the doors of 
their huts, knowing we were not of the bare- 
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footed tribe. We could not wait to give any 
explanation, but pusbed on to the but wbicb 
cont^ned tbe object of our search, wbose quick 
ears bad detected strange footsteps; never 
having liked me, he did not look at all easy 
on perceiving Tvbo the intruder w^, although 
his wife shewed no alarm, and received me 
with ber usual salutation. Upon informing 
him that he was my prisoner, he immediately 
threw himself (being in a sitting posture) back 
into tbe hut, and seized a tomahawk, with 
which be made a blow at his wife's head, 
thinking she had betrayed him. I warded 
the blow with my pistol, and seized him by 
the throat; my four men, immediately rushing 
in on him, securing him by his arms and legs, 
started off as fest as his violent struggles 
would allow of, which, for a man of his age 
(upwards of 70), were almost superhuman. 
He roared most lustily, " Ngatitoa ! Ngatitoa !" 
(the name of his tribe) endeavouring to bring 
them to the rescue; and in a few seconds 
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every man was on liis lege, and came lualimg 
over to see what waa the matter with tbeir 
ciae£; but the troops and the hlue-jscketa 
coming up at the same time, and surrounding 
the pah, prevented any attempt at a rescue, 
as he was already in the boat. His last efibit 
to free himself was fastening with his teeth on 
to my coxswain's shoulder, who bore this piece 
of cannibalism unflinchingly. I sent Mr. 
Dighton off to the ship with him, there not 
being much chance of his escaping from the 
boat, particularly as he was informed that he 
would be shot if he attempted to escape. I 
then returned to the pah to search for arms 
and ammunition, and also to see if the other 
prisoners had been secured. The interior of 
the pah presented a woful spectacle, the 
women all howling in chorus with the pigs 
and children; the two latter being much 
knocked about in the search for arms. 

I found that Major I>urie had been equally 
successful with myself in capturing his portion 
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o£ the traitors. Upon seaicliiiig closely, we 
found several barrels of gunpowder, and up- 
watds of a liimdied stand of aims of Tarions 
descriptions, although they had stoutly denied 
being in the possession of any when asked to 
assist us agunst Rangy. 

We took the arms and ammunition down to 
the boats, and wliilst doing so we heard that 
a large party of Rangy's maories were coming 
down to as^t Rauparaha, intelligence having 
leached them that an attack had been made on 
him. I immediately pulled up in the gun- 
boat towards the head of the haibour, to in- 
tercept them. As soon aa they discovered us 
they retreated in great haste; we chased them 
asfer as the depth of water would permit; and 
knocking up the pebbles about their heels 
with our round shot until they reached their 
pah, then fired five or six shots into the place, 
which only had the efleet of producing a 
straggling fiic of musketry, at far too great a 
range to do any execution, which they soon 
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found out, and ceased to tlirow away any more 
powder. 

Having silenced them, I returned to the 
camp, wheie I got leave from my capttun to 
go to Wellington for a few days, embarking 
on board the Driver for a passage, where I 
received the thanks of the Lieut-Govemor 
for my morning's work. We started that 
evening, having the prisoners secured in the 
workshop attached to the engine-room, just 
over the boilers. In the night, whilst we 
were steaming, there was a great noise in the 
prisoners' room — such screams and shouting 
that we expected to find them murdering 
each other. Having opened the hatch to 
ascertain the cause, we found the place full of 
steam, and the prisoners in a dreadful state of 
alarm, imagining that this vapour-bath was 
an ingenious contrivance for their destruction. 
It was caused by a leak in one of the boilers. 
They were very thankful when relieved from 
their moist quarters. Vy'e arrived at Wellington 
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the next morning, and took the priaoners on 
board the Calliope, where they were to 
remain until the Governor had made up his 
tnind what waa to be done with them. 

Here we learned all that had been taking 
place at the Hutt (the other military post) 
for the last three months, and also that there 
had been an extensive landslip at Taupo, some 
distance inland, that had overwhelmed a 
large number of natives living in a pah at the 
foot of the hill, which in falling killed about 
sixty people. This was the second shock of 
a similar description which had been felt 
since our arrival. The news from the Hutt 
was anything but cheering. The detachment 
of the 58th at the camp had been attacked by 
the rebel natives, who had surprised them by 
crawling up close to the sentries; moving a 
portion of furze bush in front so as to conceal 
their persons, and doing it so cautiously that 
the stratagem was not discovered until a dog 
belonging to one of the soldiers gave notice 
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of it by flying at tlie advancing boshea. The 
natives immediately mshed into the camp, 
filing a volley througli the tent 'where the 
guard lay, killing seven Eoldieis, and woood- 
ing several others. Immediately after the first 
discharge, the poor little bugler of the patty, 
who was quite a boy, endeavoured to sound 
the alarm, but was tomahawked by the natives, 
who carried off his bugle as a trophy. The 
officer of the guard, who was sleeping in a 
bam close by, rushed into the melee, followed 
by his servant; and collecting the few men 
who were leil of his small party, drove the 
rebels back into the bush — not, however, until 
they had succeeded in making sad havoc; and 
as they retreated they were heard mating dis- 
cordant sounds on the bugle which they had 
taken from the brave little fellow, who had 
only parted with it with his life. 

The next day our fiiendly natives at Port 
Nicholson were armed with muskets and 
supplied with ammunition, and a portion of 
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them sent to remforce the camp at the Hutt; 
the militia were also called out, and a corps 
of volunteers formed, for the protection of the 
town of Wellington. In spite of all these 
precautions, however, the rehela managed to 
murder another of the Hutt settlers, and 
escape unpunished. The day following this 
last murder, a detachment of troops, under the 
command of Captain Reid,, of the 9dth legi- 
ment, marched out to reconnoitre the neigh- 
bourhood in which it had taken place, and 
getting into the forest, came across a large 
party of natives lying ia ambush ; the first 
intimation of their presence being a well* 
directed volley of musketry, wounding Lieut. 
Herbert of the 58th, and four soldiers (one 
of whom subsequently died). The troops 
were immediately ordered to cover themselves 
behind the trees and return the fire, which 
however they could not do with any efifect, 
the stumps ^d iallen trees afibrding such 
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shelter to the natives, who bad had time to 
choose their portions, and were scattered 
about on all sides of the small party, who 
were ultimately obliged to letreat; unfor- 
tunately leaving poor Herbert in the wood, 
who, although badly wounded, being shot 
through the shoulder, managed to get up into 
a tree unperceived by his savage opponents; 
in which unenviable position he remained for 
a considerable tjme, crawling back to the 
camp under cover of night, at which time 
the natives seldom or never stir out. 

A party of the Hutt militia had a skirmish 
with the natives on the same day, driving 
the rebels into the bush with some loss; and 
nothing had been seen of them in this neigh- 
bourhood dnce old Rauparaha's capture. Cap- 
tain McDonough, who commanded the mi- 
litia, volunteered to march across the bush by 
a native path with his men, accompanied by a 
small party of fiiendly natives, to Hwigy's 
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pah, attacking it in the lear, the foice at 
Porirua making a simultaneous attack from 
the other aide. 

The march through the hush was gallantly 
undertaken and earned out; and had it not 
been for the Calliope's encountering one of 
the Cook's Straits north-westera, we should 
undoubtedly have put an end to the war in 
this part of the colony, by destroying or cap- 
turing the greater portion of those who were 
defying the Government. We never had 
such another opportunity, Rangy having 
gained experience from this narrow escape. 
"We had embarked a detachment of the 66th 
and 58th regiments, and sailed for Porirua 
the day that M'Donough marched from the 
Hutt; and ailer beating about for twenty-four 
hours in Cook's Straits, and making eveiy 
effort to get to windward against a strong 
gale from the north-west, we were obliged to 
bear up for Port Underwood, having his Ex- 
cellency Capt^ Grey on board, who, know- 
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ing that the militia would probably reach 
Rangy's pah the next morning, waa most 
anxious to get to Porinia to support them in 
their attack. The Driver was at this time at 
Wellington, having something the matter 
with her boilers; and the Governor, in hopes 
of still being able to reach his intended desti- 
nation in time to prevent the escape of the 
rebels, or, far worse, the defeat of the gallant 
little band of militia, requested Capbun Stan- 
ley to return to Wellington, trusting that 
some temporary repair might enable the 
Driver to perform this short trip upon such an 
emergency. We were, however, doomed to 
be unfortunate, for on putting to sea again, 
the wind failed us altogether; thus frustrating 
the only chance we had of carrying out the 
original object of this expedition. We got a 
fair wind when too late, and reached Porirua 
in safety, where we learned that Rangahiata 
had deserted his pah, the militia having found 
it abandoned. They had, however, taken one 
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prisoner, a chief of some note, who waa atrag- 
gling from tia party. The rebeb had taken 
to the thickly wooded country, almost inac- 
cessible to Europeans, and had proceeded in 
the direction to meet the other body of rebels, 
who were coining down to their assistance. 
We now occupied the pah abandoned by the 
enemy, and found that the report made by 
myself and the Hon. Lieutenant Yelverton, 
K.A., of this place being commanded by a 
hill, which was accessible to us witli light 
artillery, and situated within 500 yards of the 
pah, waa quite correct; and that the notion 
we had formed some weets before, in our noc- 
turnal reconnoitring expeditions, of the fea- 
iibility of surprising them by a night attack, 
might have been successfully carried out. 

It now became necessary to learn the real 
feelings of Eauparaha's tribe, as they were 
too near our camp if unfriendly disposed. 
Puaha, the principal chief in the absence of 
those who were prisoners on board the Cal- 
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Uope, was emmnoned, and questioned on this 
subject. He promised his support to our 
cause. His people were accotdingly anned 
and attached to our fotce, the Governor having 
determined to follow the tetieatiog rebels iato 
the bush, which we did the day aAer our 
landing; the £iHt day's march biinging our 
advanced guard so close to the enemy tha 
they left their £res with their potatoes boiling 
in their hasty retreat, evidently never having 
expected that we should follow them. 

The friendly natives were all supplied with 
blue serge frocks, with V. K. in large white 
letters on the breasta and backs, to prevent 
our men from mistaking them for the enemy. 
We had frequently to cut away the under- 
wood with tomahawks to allow of our paas- 
jng. The travelling was very bad, even the 
natives dipping down in paming along the 
ddes of some of the rivers, the wet weather 
making it worse than usual. Our path lay 
through the most dense wood it has ever been 
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my fate to tread, being frequently crossed by 
small nrers, and fallen trees of such a size as 
to make it necessary to change the directioa 
of the road to avoid them. It was as much 
&a the men could do to carry one day's pro- 
visions with their arms and ammunition. The 
militia had advanced with some of the natives 
the day before we joined them, and we found 
that they had received no ratjona, and ex- 
pected that we had brought them up the 
necessary supplies ; they were, however, 
doomed to pass another hungry day, as no 
natives could be procured to bring up the pro- 
visions, and the road being too narrow and 
too bad to admit of any animal, however sure- 
footed, being used for this purpose, even if 
we had had them, which was not the case. 
We encamped the first night of our arrival in 
a hollow at ike foot of a terrifically steep hill, 
on the summit of which the enemy were sup- 
posed to be located, our native scouts having 
reported such to be the case. 
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The ground waa dreadfully wet, but by 
lighting fires and erecting huts, which we 
amoke-dried, we managed to pass the night 
more comfortably than could have been ex- 
pected, considering that it was the depth of 
■winter, miserably cold, and pouring with rain; 
our long walk also having made us quite equal 
to eat a good supper, had we been fortunate 
enough to have been provided with any. How- 
ever, as it was, I marched out with a small 
party of sailors to take my post, an outlying 
picquet, having been previously refreshed with 
a small glass of spirits given me by one of the 
oEEcers of the 65th, who waa lucky enough to 
be provided with a bottle : and I must say I 
never felt more grateful for Dutch courage 
than on this occasion. We planted our sentries 
behind the trees right round our position, 
fearing that we might be surprised by the 
enemy before daylight, our post not being 
by any means a favourable one. 

I was not allowed to light a fire at my 
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picquet, for fear of attracting the attention of 
our sharp-sighted foes, who would eoon have 
picked offBome of us if we had been discovered. 
The whole force was under arms an hour before 
daylight, and our friendly natives again went 
out to ascertain if the enemy were still in the 
neighbourhood. Mr. Servantes accompanied 
them ; and having reached the ridge of hiUa on 
which they had been seen the night before, 
he was astonished to see about a dozen of the 
enemy start up as it were from the ground, 
between his party and the camp, with their 
guns in their hands, many of them pointing at 
Hm. A conversation now commenced between, 
the natives on either sde. Rangahiata was 
himself one of the party, and, luckily for Ser- 
vantes, the natives whom he had accompanied 
were all part of this tribe; Fuaha, the chief, 
being a near relatiou of Rangy's, besides being 
a chief much respected by his people generally. 
Rangy advised him to retreat, and to take 
the soldiers with him, as they would do no good 
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by following them ; lie expressed \m regret at 
a portion of his own tribe being in amiB against 
him, and begged tbem to retom to their pah 
ot join him. Puaha, however, told him that 
he had already suffered from the miHConduct 
of that portion of the tnbo who were now with 
Kangy, and b^ged him to give up the 
morder^rs, which wonid at once put an end to 
the proceedings. Iliis, however, was declined, 
and the interview ended by the two chieia 
rubbing noBes (which they do instead of shak- 
ing hands), Rangy ex]»resaing his regret at 
being at variance wili his children. 

The party were now allowed to return to us 
at once: the only information which they 
had gained was that the r^x\a were on the 
hill; &H to it^ether they had a pah or not was 
still anknown. Our two friendly tribes now 
assembled for a war dance, previous to setting 
oat to attack the enemy; for although it was 
the wish of the officer commanding to keep 
his movements as quiet as possible, he could 
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not pexsoade our dark-sHnued allies to dispense 
iridi thiB noisy and usual practice, aHhough 
it gave good nolice of our IntentionB to all 
within hearing. Several of us joined in this 
exhibition, much to the delight of our maori 
friends, who immediatelj advanced up ibs hill, 
dividing themselves into two parties, each 
under tlie couunand of their own chief, act- 
ing, however, under the orders of a European 
inteipietCT, who was, in &ct, the captain of 
ike party. Aftpr climbing the hill with great 
difficulty, but without molestation, although 
the men were necessarily much exposed, we 
bf^an to think diat they did not mean to dis- 
pute our fiirther progress; we advanced a long 
way without sedng any sign of them. Our na- 
tive aUies, however, proceeded very cautiously 
after we reached the sumioit of the hill, crawl- 
ing on their etomachs, and peering into every 
bush in the most Bearching inanoer, evidently 
expecting an ambuscade. 

We advanced in this tedious mode hr eeve- 
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tal liimdied yards, until they discovered a 
breastwork thrown across the very top of the 
hill at the narrowest part, composed of several 
large trees which had been felled and thrown 
across; with a small clearing in front, which 
prevented our approaching unseen. 

Puaha's natives now commenced fortifying 
themselves, barely within musket-shot; and 
nothing would induce them or the Port Nichol- 
son natives to join in a proposed assault. Here 
we remained for about an hour — our maories 
crawling about in the thick underwood, trying 
to get a shot at any straggler who might show 
himself. Mr. Page, of the 58th, discovering 
one of them prowling about, ^med at him, 
but the rifle missed fire: the cap making 
sufficient noise to alarm him he soon re» 
turned the intended compliment and fired at 
his adversary, without, however, doing any 
harm. The first shot once fired, we had not 
to wait long for a commencement of the morn- 
ing's work. The maories on our side kept per- 
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petually firing on the pali, from wliich a bnsk 
return was made; our people getting excited, 
commenced shooting away right and left 
amongst the trees, not half of them having 
seen a moving creature to fire at. At this 
time we had two or three men wounded in 
front, belonging to the road party employed as 
pioneer's, under the command of Lieutenant 
Elliott of tlie 99th, who were cutting down 
trees and clearing away the bush, to enable us 
to get a better sight of the rebels, as well as to 
allow of the men moving two or three abreast, 
instead of crawling along ia single file. 

We saw a nnmberof the enemy jumping over 
Eome felled trees and running to the right; on 
our giving notice of which, several volleys were 
' fired in that direction — rather prematurely, as 
I do not think any of them had time to get 
round when the firing commenced. It was pro- 
posed to make a rush at the place, as the maories 
were seen leaping over the fence, which clearly 
proved it was not a very formidable fortifi- 
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cation. The bugles sounded the advance, and 
a demonstiBtion was made, which ended in a 
retreat. Oui position was a bad one, t^ 
enemy having the advantage of the rimig 
gionnd, and the open space in front giving 
them a clear view of all our movements. 

We Weltered ourselves behind the trees as we 
best could, and carried on an inegular fire for 
some hours, our people throwing away several 
ihousand rounds of ball-cartridge. The rebels 
were more successfiil, and [ncked off several of 
OUT m^i. Poor Blackburn, the acting bri- 
gade-major, was the first who fell ; he received 
his de^-wound &om a maori who was conceal- 
ed in a tree: he turned round to speak to me 
about the sailors being so much exposed, when 
he was shot; one of my own men was shot in 
the breast almost at the same time. I assisted 
to carry him to where the doctors were per- 
fonniog their sad office: I cannot call it the 
rear, as it was almost as much exposed as any 
other part of our position. Here I learnt 
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that poor Blackburn was quite dead, neret 
having spoken a word since he received hie 
wound. 

He was a gallant young officei, and had 
heen in every diirmish which had taken place 
between the natives and the troops in the 
north; he was univeraaJly bebved by hia 
brother officers, as well as by us of the sister 
service, who had frequent opportonitjes of 
cultivating his acquaintance, having roughed 
it with him both on shore and afloat — upon 
such occasions every one appears in his true 
colours. I heard several gallant fellows, grena> 
diers of the 99tli, who were the foremost in 
this day's work, expiesong their sorrow at 
his loss, and their desire to be revenged on the 
enemy ; and although it was but a poor satis- 
Ikction, still they appeared pleased when the 
man who had i^ot him was picked off by an 
artdlleiy-man, and was seen to fall from his 
elevated position. 

It required a great deal of moral courage on 
the part of the commanding officer to refuse the 
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repeated requests to allow the men to atte mpt to 
carry the place by assault: however, he would 
not accede to this, being in total ignorance as 
to the strength of it, and not thinking the 
object worth the sacrifice of life which must 
have necessarily attended such a proceeding. 
Rangy'a maories, upon seeing two or three 
wounded men on our side being removed, 
treated us to a short war- dance, which was of 
course meant to frighten us, as well as to in- 
spire their own party. I expected that they 
would make a sortie, our advance not being 
very strong, and within forty or fifty yards of 
them. We soon after thb found it prudent to 
retreat a few yards, for the shelter afforded 
by a large tree felled by the pioneers who 
were hard at work throwing up a little breast- 
work, as it was probable we should spend the 
night in this position. Finding that we could 
not dislodge the enemy without the assistance 
of artillery, the blue-jackets were ordered to 
assemble and march back to the boats, and 
return to Porirua for two small mortars, which 
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were to be earned up, with a few rounds of 
sheU. 

We started just before dark, and not with a 
very pleasant prospect before us, being both 
tired and disheartened with our day's work. 
We met the Governor coming up as we left 
the camp, and soon afier Dr. Ross, the 
assistant-suigeoQ of the Calliope, who had 
marched up alone, with bis blanket and case 
of instruments on his back. From bim we 
learnt that several soldiers, who had fallen 
lame on their way up, were lying about in the 
wood, and, unless some asristance were ren- 
dered them, would have to remain there all 
night. We heard the firing on the hill for an 
hour after we had left it, and feared that the 
rebels must have been driven from their tem- 
porary pah, and would probably retreat the 
same way that we were going. Darkness soon 
overtook us, which would have rendered it 
quite irapossibie to distinguish friends from 
foes, had we met any of the latter. We could 
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not eren Be« the blade of a aword lield close to 
the face. "We travelled in ^ngle file, having a 
maori in front to show us the path. The men 
were cantioned, when th^ found themselves 
off the track (which they woiild soon discover, 
£8 the mud was nowhere bo bad out of it), 
to stop immediately, and call out "Halt;" 
we should otherwise soon have separated, it 
being quite imposeible to follow each other 
regularly over such ground. At length the 
repeated shouts of " Halt," in all directions, 
made it moat tedious, especially as we kept 
halting on our faces every now and then, 
through the as^stance of some stump or bush, 
and not unfrequently in the river, which not 
being deep enough to break the fall, made it 
very dangerous. We travelled in this way 
for about an hour, ontil those in front getting 
quite tired at the continued halts, and fearing 
we should have to r^nain all night in this 
wood, pushed on, leaving every one to make 
the best of his own way; of which I for one 
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was very glad, having had several tumbles 
over my leading file, or the man before me, 
whom I soon passed on learning the last order ; 
and, with the exception of coming in contact 
with a tree or two, which made my nose 
hleed, I soon reached the clear epace about a 
mile from the beach, where our optics were 
again called into requisition. 

We mustered our party on reaching the 
boats, and found there were many absentees; 
but leaving one boat for the stragglers, we 
pushed on and reached the camp, half fambhed 
and caked with mud, where I discovered I 
had had a musket-ball through my cap. The 
other boat soon followed us, having brought 
all the party except the drummer of marines, 
who had not turned up when they lefl the 
place of embarkation. Having refreshed our- 
selves with a good meal and four hours' 
sleep, we again started for the camp, taking 
with us the two small mortars, every man 
carrying three shells and a fifteen-pound bag 
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of powder; our men takmg it turn and turn 
about Tnth the aitilleiy-meii to cairy the 
heavy parte of the sppaiatus; the officers 
themselveB each having a bag of powder to 
carry, and frequently a mueket oi two be- 
longiDg to the men. We were obliged to 
make frequent halts, and had the greatest 
difficulty in ascending some of the steep and 
alippery hilhs the men not unfiequently coming 
down with their loads, which rolling to the 
bottom of the hill, gave us the extra work of 
taking them up a second time. We had a few 
shot-bozes of shells, Eome of which went to 
pieces from the repeated tumbles; and we had 
to divide them amongst us, carrying them in 
the bosoms of our blue ixocks. Ihus loaded 
we reached the camp, where we were greeted 
with three hearty cheers from the combined 
forces, out little iron friends making us a very 
welcome reinforcement. The artillery-men 
immediately set to work planting the mortars, 
and making such other pteparations as were 
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necessary, whilst we joined in the skirmishing 
which waa stiU going on. I was anxious to 
Bee the effect of the shell, and crawled on 
through the buah at near the enemy's stockade 
as possible, and had not to wait long b^ore I 
heard the report of the first mortar: the shell 
jntt^ed rather short, of which I immediately 
gave notice, after which they fell very well, 
most of them going into what we supposed 
to be the centre of the pah. Several of the 
natives were driven from their ambnsh, and 
retreated in great haste ; I got a shot at one 
or two of them , but after the first six or seven 
shells I did not see a soul move. We how- 
ever continued shelling the place for several 
hours, the result of which will be seen in the 
following Dispatch from Major Last to the 
Grovemor : — 

" Porirna, lOth August, 1846. 

" Sir, — At daylight on the morning of the 

5th instant, I proceeded in the boatfi of her 

Majesty's ships Calliepe and Driver up the 

q2 
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harbour of Forirua, landed about a mile and 
a half distant, and pressed forward into the 
Horikiva valley, five or six miles over a road 
almost impassable for troops; crosang nnme- 
loue streams and rivuleta, passing vanous 
encampments that the enemy had recently 
left, evidently retreating in the greatest con- 
fiisioD ; leaving behind them the bugle taken 
from the troops in the attack which was so 
gallantly repulsed by the detachment of the 
58th regiment in the Vall^ of the Hutt, on 
the 1 6th of May last, which had been retained 
by the rebels as a trophy, and was recovered 
by the militia. About half-past two o'clock 
PJH. we came ap with our native allies, and a 
party of militia under the command of Cap- 
tain M'Donough, who were lying at the foot of 
a precipitous hill covered with wood, near the 
summit of which I learnt the enemy were 
supposed to be posted. The troops th^i 
commenced hutting themselves for the night. 
On the following morning I gave orders for 
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the advance, directing the native allies to 
proceed on to cover it, 

" The first diviaion, consisting of seven 
officers and 127 men of the force, made up of 
seamen, soldiers, militia, and armed police, 
va9 under the command of Major Avaey, 



" The second division, of five officers and 
117 men of similar detail, was under the 
command of Captain Armstrong, 99tli regi- 
ment. At about nine o'clock A. m. we 
ascended the hill, preceded by an officer and 
a party of men with tools to cut away the 
wood, to facilitate our getting up. After 
ascending with great difficulty about a mile, 
■we suddenly discovered that the enemy had 
established himself in a stockade on the spur 
of a hill, which was not only excessively 
steep and precipitous upon each side, but so 
narrow in places that only a few men could 
proceed abreast. 

" The stockade that was visible appeared 
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very strong, composed of heavy logs of timbet 
placed horizontally one over another, with 
loopholes to fire through. Some of the 
enemy having appeared in front, a heavy fiie 
was opened on both mdea: they made re- 
peated attempts to turn our left flank, but 
were driven back with great loss to their 
position. 

" I regret to state, that in the action our 
loss was severe, having two killed and nine 
wounded, as will be seen by the annexed 
retum. I particularly lament the loss of a 
most promising young officer. Ensign Black- 
bum, 99th regiment, who was actdng-brigade- 
major, and who evinced the greatest zeal and 
gallantry on the occasion. The firing lasted 
till dark, when, finding my portion unfavour- 
able to occupy at night, I left two officers and 
J20 men to assist our native allies to watch 
the enemy, and again took up the post I had 
left in the morning. The enemy admitted to 
have lost five killed and two woimded; among 
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the number, one chief named Te Oro, and Ta- 
puke,themurdeierofRichardRiifihattheHutt. 
On the 8th instant, having been reinforced 
by a Captain, Subaltern, and eleven of the 
Royal Artillery with two small mortars, under 
the direction of Captain Henderson of that 
corps, I again advanced towards the position, 
although I found great obstacles in using sheik, 
fix)m the loftiness of the trees, which inter- 
rupted our view of the enemy: we, however, 
succeeded in throwing a nnmber into the 
stockade, and so continued to harass them 
throughout the day. The enemy kept up a 
fire upon us during the whole time. Hia posi- 
tion having been thus felt, and ascertained to 
be defended by strong entrenchments thrown 
across the steep and narrow ridge of loOy 
and densely wooded hills, the rebels being in 
retreat, there was every reason to believe that 
their intention was to pour a few destmctive 
volleys into our men as they advanced, crowded 
as they must have been in so narrow a space 
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along the steep ridge, and then to fly into the 
woods in the rear; thus abandoning without 
loss a position which, from the want of supplies, 
it was imposdble for them to retain for more 
than a few days. It did not appear expedient 
to incur so large a sacriflce of life to attain a 
post useless in itself, and which must soon 
have been ours without any loss. Moreover, 
the destruction of so many of her Majesty's 
troops, without any equivalent proportion on 
the p artof Rangahiata, might have produced 
a bad impression on the country in general, 
and have destroyed the eflect of our previous 
successes. Taking into consideration also the 
want of facilities for provisioning so large a 
force, I at last accepted the oflers made by the 
friendly chiefs, to permit them to remain on 
the ground, and locate themselves in temporary 
pahs, whilst they cleared the scrub and erected 
round the enemy a palisade afler the maori 
system of warfare, so as to cut offhis means of 
obtaining either water or provisions, and thus 
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either capture him or force him to fly jrotn his 
position. luadditioQtothebefoTe-ineutionedob- 
Btaolea opposed to me, the rear of my position was 
subjected to constant floods: I therefore deemed 
it right to make arrangements for withdrawing 
my forces from the Horikiva valley to the pah 
of Fauhataiini and Forirua point, leaving the 
native alKes to carry out their own plans, and 
reser\-ing the troops for further operations 
when required. Tour Excellency having seen 
our position, and being well aware of all the 
dlfficulUea and impedimenta,' as well as hard- 
ships, to which the force under my command 
have been subjected, I need not dwell further 
in describing them. I cannot close this report 
without expressing my particular obligations 
to Major Amey, 58tb regiment, my second in 
command, for the advice and assistance he at 
all times rendered me. To Captain Armstrong, 
d9th regiment, commanding the second divi- 
-sion; Captain Henderson, commanding Royal 
artillery; Lieut Elliott, 99tli regiment, acting 
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engineer; and to Ensign Seirantes, d6tK 
regiment, interpreter to the forces, my beat 
th ftt^ s are dae. 

" I must thank Captain Stanley, of ber Ma- 
jesty's ship CaUiope, for his assistance in for- 
warding tlie operations. I also teceived the 
best aii from tLe officers and seamen of her 
Majesty's ships Calliope and Driver. Lieu- 
tenants Shaipe and Connolly, and all under 
th^ command, deserve the highest praise. 
The wounded received the best attention from 
Dr. Cralbraitli and the other medical officers 
under his direction. I have every reason to 
be satisfied with the exertions of the Oommis- 
sariat Department ; and I must not omit to 
mention the meritorious conduct of Captain 
M'Donough and the militia under hia com- 
mand, as well as that of all the officers, non- 
commissioned ofKceis, seamen, soldiers, and 
police force employed on thia occasion. 

" It farther affords me salififaction to speak . 
of the great service the nabve allies of Fort 
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NicKolson rendered me, as well m the fiiendly 
pordoQ of the Kgatitoa tribe, who joined us; 
and beg to thank the chiefs of the several 
parties for the zeal and exertion of themselTes 
and followera. 

" I have the honour to be, &c., 
(Signed) " Edwaed Last, 

" Major 99th Begt., commanding the Troops, 
Southera DiTuiou, 

" His Excellency Governor Grey, &c." 
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KBTKEAT rBOM Tl 



or SOMB OF TBB BBDELe — SBIP-BDU.I1IK<1— flSHEBIBS 
— " TAMOI,". OB CRI — IHFBOTEUNTS W THE OOU>Sr 
— HATITX ULL — TOMMT JUUPABAB^ — FASSAOB TIX 
PABAIU — LUn> CLAIM — BBCBHT XABTS4VAKB AT 
WBLLinOTOB — OOETOCDSIOir. 

Aftbb it vas decided that we were to re- 
treat to the hoUow which we had occupied on 
the first night of our aniral in the valley, we 
sent parties down to make such preparations 
aB the place aflToided for our comfort; that is to 
Bay, making the huts water-tight, and lighting 
fires on the ground inside them, to absorb a 
little of the moisture which had made our 
beds so soft on a former occasion. We were 
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agreeably surprised on reaching our buta to 
find that the day's rations had heen issued, 
some of the force having been three d&ya oa 
very short allowance; the wet and cold, as 
well as the fatigue we had uudeigone (it being 
the middle of winter), making our gill of 
spirits most acceptable. There were many 
extraordinary modes of cooking invented this 
night — such as frying pork in a tin drinking- 
cup, grilbng pigeons on ramrods, boiling 
water in a glass bottle, and such like. Hunger 
being the best sauce, enabled us to make a 
hearty meal; and we soon forgot our little 
privations, and should have been jolly enough, 
had not the loss of poor Blackburn, who had 
been the gayest amongst us on the last night 
of our being together in this place, cast a 
gloom over our little party. We stret<^ed 
ourselves out, warning the long-legged ones 
to keep tlieir feet out of the fire. We were 
disturbed, however, by the groans of an un- 
fortunate one of that spedes, who in hia sleep 
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had BtretolLed hinuelf beycmd iiie aocommo- 
dation which oiu dTrelling affoided; cons^ 
qaently, thrusting hie feet into the £ie, had 
burnt his boots, and partly roasted hia pedal 
digits before he wae awakened irom his soand 
sleep. 'Eaalj in the morning we retraced oui 
steps over the vile roads of which I have abeady 
spoken, taking back with us the mortars which 
had cost us bo much labour to bring up. 

When we reached our camp at Porirua 
I took off my clothes, for the first time for 
a week, on going to bed; and my hut here, 
rough as it was, appeared quite a palace aAer 
my late muddy couch. The whole force came 
down the next morning,' brining inform- 
ation that Puaha and his people had had 
a skirmish with the rebels, who had re* 
treated £;om the place &om whence thc^ 
had fired on us ; this turned out to be (mly 
aa entrenchment, with a small pah about a 
hundred yards in the rear, which was only 
partially suxrounded by a small rail. They left 
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this M out aUifiB entered, not having made 
say stand : they appealed to have been very 
hard up for piovisionB, ae they had been eating 
a species of fem-tree, leaving no mgns of any- 
thing eke. The rebela now made the best of 
their way to join the tribe coming down the 
coast to meet them; they were followed by 
our native allies, who had several skirmidies 
with them, our friends always cau^g them 
to retreat. There were several killed on either 
side; seventeen prisonets were taken by the 
pohee and the Wak&nae natives, who were 
most stanch in opposing Bangahiata's pasang 
through th^ ground ; they had also pre- 
vented the other party of rebels from coming 
down to join him. The prisoners were all em- 
barked on board the CalUope; from them we 
learned that their par^ had dispersed in small 
bodies, having been almost iamisbed, and were 
making the best of their way to some of the 
unfrequented parte further to the north. 
We tried to persuade the chief of the Wa- 
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kanae tribe, William King, to co-operate more 
fuUy with us and our other native allies, our 
force being too small without his assistance to 
follow the rebels into the bush : having only 
forty sailoiB from the CaSiope, tiie Hutt com- 
pany of militia, and Captain Dune's party of 
police. He, however, declined moving his 
people any further from their homes; saying 
he had fulfilled his promise to the Governor, 
having prevented the enemy from retreating 
by the beach, cutting off their supplies of 
proviaons, and stopping their friends from 
joining them; that it was time to commence 
fortifying himself, by strengthening his pah 
for the protection of his women and children. 
Captain Stanley offered to defend his pah, 
provided King would take the field, but he 
ag^ declined. Three women and a child 
. were taken prisoners by his people in a starv- 
■ ing condition; they had left the retreating 
rebels, and come down to King's cultivations 
for food. The following letter was addressed 
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bj him to the Ooremor to leam hie wiehea 
regarding them. 

LETT£B FBOM THE CHIEF, WILLIAM KING. 
(TraDslation.) 

•' WaUcanae, Aug. 23, 1846. 
" Friend the Goyernor, Ealutations to you ! 
Hear you ; we have arrested three women and 
a child, makdng four persons, of Rangahiata's 
tribe, who are letreatbig over the mountains. 
The white people said, ' Put them on board 
the ship;' but I replied to the captain of the 
flhip of war, ' No; leave them in our care; we 
will wait for the Governor's return.' Then 
they said, ' They will return to Rangahiata.' 
But hear you: we shall retain ihera until your 
arrival, or we receive your commands (in re- 
ference to this subject). We shall not permit 
these persons to join their tribes: the decirion 
rests with you. Hear you this. — At a skir- 
mish which took place between the Ngatitoa 
and Ngatiawa, against Rongahiata, at Porirua, 
when they were beaten, they retreated, and 
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are lost in the woods or moimtuns, the smoke 
of theii fires not being seen. We do not 
intend to follow them any further. The 
white people ate at Waikanae, but ihej are 
returning. 

(Signed) " "WiBEMA KiKQi "WiTi. 
" To the Governor." 



HIS excellenct's heplt. 

« Ancklsnd, September 12, 1846. 
*' My friend William King — I have received 
the letter from you, the chief of Waikanae, 
regarding the three women and the child 
whom you took prisoners. My order regard- 
ing them is this. — I do not make war against 
women and children : treat them well ; warn 
them not to aUow th^ husbands to be so 
foolish as again to get into difficulties of this 
kind; teUthem that the only object of the 
Governor is to do good to all. When this has 
been said to them, ^ve them sufficient food 
for their journey, and let them go. 

(Signed) " G. Gbet." 
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Several fruitless attempts were made to in- 
tercept the flying rebels, but notbing further 
took place in tlie fighting way for some 
months. Rangy established himself in one 
of the most inaccessible parts of the district, 
and built a pah on a small hill surrounded 
for several miles by swampy ground, which 
would have rendered it almost impossible to 
bnng artjilery against it. The approach by 
eea was equally bad, shallow water and sand- 
banks extending for a mile or two from the 
beach, with a heavy surf at all times setting 
in. Rangy himself remained at this place, 
but several of the minor chiefs proceeded to 
"Wanganui, and joined the disaffected natives 
in that neighbourhood ; upon learning which, 
a detachment of the 68th was embarked on 
board the Calliope, and we proceeded to look for 
Wanganui, which place was very indistinctly 
laid down on our chart; and not having water 
enough to keep very close to the shore, we 
were rather puzzled to find the entrance to 
r2 
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tte liver off which we were to anchor. 
Old Raupaiaha, however, se^ng we were 
at ikult^ pointed out the hilla immediately 
over the town : with this landmark we 
stood in, and discovenng a small vessel 
dose in shore, apparently standing away 
£rom \ia, we fiied a gmi, and hoisted 
the pilot jack. This not bang taken notice 
of, and the captain being particularly anxious 
to land the troops before dark (as information 
had been sent to the Government representa- 
tive at Wellington that the inhabitants of this 
place were threatened to be served as Heki 
had served those of Kororarika), fired a shot, 
which passed so close to her that they imme- 
diately went about and stood towards us> On 
nearing us, we discovered her to be a colonial 
smack, with the police magistrate and several 
other of the Wanganui settlers, who had come 
out on purpose to meet us. 

We anchored about four miles from the 
shore, and commenced at once disembarking 
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the troops and gusa, Sndmg the Bmack of great 
use, I was sent in the pinnace -with a party of 
soldiers, taking one of the colonial sailors as a 
pilot for ciosdng the bar, which is the only 
thing -which prevents this river from being 
the best harbour on this coast. We entered 
safely — not, howerer, 'without having nm con- 
siderable risk in coming through the breakers 
in an overloaded boat. We were told that it 
was highly probable that out landing might 
be opposed; but having a clear epac« on each 
side of the river, and seeing no one, vre did 
not wait for the other boats, but landed our 
party and returned to the ship for another 
load, pasdng the smack on her way in with 
the remainder of the soldiers. I came in « 
second time with provisionB, and had a hard 
puU up the river against a strong tide, which 
made it very late before we reached the town; 
there I found Captain Laye and his party on 
the look-out for me, his men not having had any 
rations that day, nor indeed himself and brother 
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officere, who had been located in the achool- 
houee. After unloading the boat, I found it 
too late to return to the ship, and anchored for 
the night, going on shore myself to endeavour 
to procure a small quantity of spirits for my 
boat's crew, who had had a hard day's work 
and no grog. I found that no one was licensed 
to sell this luxury by retail, although there 
was plenty of it in the place. Thinking this 
rather hard, considering the mis^on we had 
come on, I pointed out the probability 
of the dissatisfaction such treatment would 
give to my captain, and succeeded at last in 
getting their coveted gill. I was comfortably 
housed myself till daylight, when I returned 
to the ship. We sailed that day for Welling- 
ton, and 1 never returned to this place. 

During Captain Laye's command there 
were several skirmishes, and one most horrible 
murder of nearly a whole European family; 
soon after which, eight or nine of the rebels, 
being taken prisoners, were tried by a court- 



cGoogk 



THE HCEDBSEBS HAIfGBD. 247 

martial and Iianged, tlue being one of the 
first instances in which summaiy pnniebinent 
was applied ; and I feel sure tbat, had we been 
enabled to make a few such examples in the 
eailj part of oni proceedings in the south, the 
war would not have lasted so long. 

Large parties of soldiers and natives were 
now employed cutting and making a road 
through the bush from Porirua to WelKngton. 
It was astonishing to see how anxiously the 
natives sought for engagements at this work. 
They were divided into parties, each under 
the superintendence of a chief of their own, 
who received two shillings a day, the labourers 
only getting one. They were paid regularly 
every Saturday, and it was amusing to see 
their delight when assembled for this purpose ; 
it afforded them a never-cea^g topic of con- 
versation and calculation as to how these 
earnings could be most advantageously laid 
out. This employment became very popular, 
and large parties came down the coast 
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several hundied miles to offer their service: 
working and UviDg together in their usual 
way, and the regular payment bdng the 
principal inducements, for they are natumUy 
more mercenary than industrious : they delight 
in what horse-dealers in England call " doing 
each other," and he who gets the worst of a 
bargain is sure to be laughed at by the others. 
We found them very expert at felling 
trees, and were apt scholars in learning the 
use of the yarioua tools necessary for such 
work, particularly carpenters'. I have seen 
them uang the adze with great precision, 
steadying their work with the naked foo1« 
which a false stroke would have cut to pieces. 
They also became clever at moving the huge 
trees, after they were felled, to the side of 
the road, as well as placing them acroBS the 
steams to form bridges when necessary ; using 
bars, levers, wedges, and other purchases 
necessary for such purposes. The timber cut 
down in the making of this road will, I have 
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no doubt, now that it can be so easily ccai- 
Teyed to Wellington, asmst greatly in de&aj- 
ing the expenses of tlie undertaking. I Traa 
pleased to see Beveiral small vessels on the 
stocks at and near Wellington, and many 
others aHoat, not only built of N^gw Zealand 
wood, but sparred and rigged with colonial 
gear, their flax making very aerriceable rope; 
and I hope, now that the natural enei^ c£ 
the Wellington settlera will be able to de- 
velop itself, a few larger and more service- 
able vessels, fit to be employed in the whale 
fisheries, will be built and fitted out at this 
port, and establish a trade in opposition to 
the Americans, who have at present almost a 
monopoly in 1^ lucrative business. 

The few shore stations occupied by the colo- 
nial fishermen are precarious speculations; the 
weather in Cook's Straits, as well as the 
strong tides, frequently cansing them to lose 
their fish aAer they have killed them. From 
ike large quantities of eatable fish found on 
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nearly every part of this coast, I am confi- 
dent that a moat profitable trade might be 
established, similar to the cod fisheries in 
Newfoundland; the harbouker, a large fish, 
even superior to the cod (more resembling 
salmon), being found in sufficient numbers 
for considerable exportation. The natives 
are very clever hand-fishermen, but have 
no idea of it on a larger scale; they might 
be made good working hands in fishing 
crafts if they commenced young: they are 
noTV frequently employed in whale ships and 
at the whaling stations, and make very itctive 
boata' crews. 

Whilst on this subject, I will say a few words 
in reference to the natives employed in the 
police service, which has become very popular 
with them; so much so that the boys, when 
told that they would not be admitted if 
tatooed, expressed their determination to keep 
clear &ces, and leam the musket exercise, in 
hopes of being received into this corps. In 
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a few years a strong mixed force of nativea 
and Europeans niiglit be brought to such 
perfection as to keep in subjection 'any ill- 
disposed 01 disaflected tribes; and, in case of 
war, prove a powerful auxiliary in preventing 
the place falling into the hands of a foreign 
foe. It would be advisable to have a few 
native officers, notwithstanding the unfortu- 
imte prejudice which all Englishmen have t6 
a dark skin. I have no doubt that a good 
maoii placed in that position would soon 
obtain the respect and confidence of the 
Europeans as well as his own people. 

It is melancholy to see how fast the native po- 
pulation is decreasing : the number of deserted 
paha and neglected plantations showing that 
civilisation has, as usual , thinned the aboriginal 
inhabitants. They account for these desertions 
by relating horrible massacres which have 
taken place iirom time to time in their wars 
with each other; but infanticide, neglect, and 
disease, have all assisted to ruin these intel> 
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ligent and able-bodied people; and I suppose 
tbey will abare the deplorable fate of all other 
aborig^al populations, and dwindle away as 
civilisaljon advances. They migbt be excep- 
tions to this uniTersal rale if tbey were permitted 
to mingle with the emigrants, and share with 
them the advantages which belong to ih&i 
h)ghly-&Toared country; thus, in a few yean, 
merging the one into the other, and forming 
a nation of athletic and intellectual people, in 
every way calculated to develop the resoorcee 
of a country unequalled in every respect. 

Many of the half-caste children are very 
pretty and intelligent. The men do not shew 
die same de^ie to intermarry with white 
women, as the white men do with the maori 
whihienes (women), who make for the work- 
ing classes fer better wives, from their many 
tueful quahties in a bush life, than any 
Europeans, let them be ever so willing. I 
have known instances of real grief shown on 
the loss of a child by a native woman married 
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to a white man — so difierent to their usual 
" tangi," or ciy,wliicli is a most theatrical and dis- 
cordant exhibition, occurring very frequently 
on the lc«s of a friend ot relation, as well as on 
meeting them after a long separation. Thej do 
notj as we do, give way to the feelings of grief 
on the impulse of the mom^t, but wait for a 
good opportunity, which does not interfere 
with their other occupations; when they as- 
semble at some convenient spot, sq^uat down 
in a circle, commencing a howling and blub- 
bering truly piteous to hear and behold; the 
tears streaming down their dirty faces, and 
&eir long dishevelled black hair, giving them 
the appearance of abject misery. But in spite 
of this they watch each other narrowly, and 
do not lail to laugh aAerwards at any who 
happened to snivel out of time, or in any other 
way show their ignorance of the part assigned 
them : this is against the theory of savage life, 
being free from affectation. I once visited 
the pah at Taupo after I had taken Rauparaha 
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prisoBcr, and found liia wife and the rest of 
tlie women having a. tangi for thoir captive 
husbands and friends : they, however, stopped 
the cry and began another for me, as re- 
calling Bad recollections. This, however, did 
not last long: they began to laugh, and ask 
quesUons about the captivea, making many 
ridiculous inquiries, and laughing most heartily 
at their own wit; at the same time expressing 
a great wish to be allowed to visit theii- impri- 
soned friends and relations, old Rauparaha's 
wives impressing upon me that they were my 
slaves, he being considered my prisoner. This, 
it appears, is the native custom. However, I 
was glad to grant them their freedom and 
take my departure, knowing that there was an 
ill-feeling existing amongst some of the men 
of this tribe against me. Immediately I had 
left, I heard the doleful chorus resumed. They 
frequently stop to eat and drink, at which 
time they are as merry as usual; but, when 
refreshed and invigorated, resume their howl- 
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ings with redoubled energy. It is not untte- 
quent amongBt the native women, on the losa 
of their husbanda, to lacerate their &ce3 and 
bodies with the instrument used for tatooing 
the men, rubbing in the same substance em- 
ployed for that purpose. They soon become 
old and haggard; which may be accounted 
for by the want of proper nourishment, their 
hard work, and thmr frequently nursing their 
children until two or three years old, as well 
as their marrying very young. 

Since Captain Grey's administration, a great 
improvement has manifested itself amongst 
the natives; and, from very late accounts, it 
seems that the roads lately made in the 
southern provinces have done much to im- 
prove the condition of the colony; show- 
ing the natives how easily such work can be 
done when persevered with, as well as the 
great use of facilitating the communication 
between the out-settlements and the principal 
ports, and the advantage it is to themselves to 
have such employment given them. We ex- 
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plained to them that thia load would soon be 
made all the way to Auckland, a distance of 
500 miles, and that coaches and wagons 
would be frequently going to and fro between 
these two places. They are making ra^nd 
strides in tlte vanous brandiea of brade: in 
January, 1847, it was agreed to at a meeting 
of the natives at Otaki, 

" That a mill be bnilt by eubeciiption ; the 
money to be raised in shares of 10^ That 4/. 
be paid immediately by each shareholder. 
That a sum of 3^. more be called for on the 
Ist of January, 1848; and 3/. more on tlie 
1st of January 1849, or such sum as may be 
necessary to complete the miU. That all 
wheat ground in the mill, not belonging to 
shareholders, be paid for at the rate of 6d. 
per bushel. That a book be kept of aU 
wheat ground in the mill, and all money 
received. 

" That all ahareholdere be entitled to have 
forty bushels of wheat ground annually in the 
mill. 
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" lliat the accounts be made up annually, 
and if any surplus lemain, after paying for 
^e current expenses of the mill, and foi 
repuiE, Ac, it tjiall be divided equally, one 
half being divided among the shaieholdere, 
the other half to be reserved as a deposit 
to meet contingencies. 

" That Zachariah Te Keinga be appointed 
treasurer. 

" That a committee of management be ap> 
pointed, to conrast of five persons — namely, 
Zachariah Te E^inga, Thomson Eatu, Henry 
Martya Te Wini, Abraham Te Rum, and 
some pakeha not yet named." 

To reduce the cost of the building, the ma- 
ories belonging to the district hare agreed to 
do all the labour required in forming the dam , 
&c., gratuitously; and to prevent any delay 
in the execution of the works, those maories 
who maybe employedin sawing timber, &c., for 
the building have agreed not to receive pay- 
ment of any same due to them until all the 
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work executed hj GuropeauB has been paid 
for. To insuie ita eaily completion, some of 
the Bhaielidders also have expreBsed their 
wiUiogneffi to advance money on the building 
at the rate (rf foot pet cent. 

A fine stream in the neighbourhood, which 
oflfera several eligible sites for a water-mill, 
has been selected, baving a plentaiiil supply of 
water all the year round; and on its banks, 
about two miles from the shore, will be erected 
the first mill in this district owned by the 
maories. Hie fidl of water ia about sixteen 
feet; and the mill, which will be turned by a 
bteaat-wheel thirty feet in diameter, will be 
furnished with one pwr of stones at first, but 
the machinery will be of sufficient power to 
allow the number to be increased as cultivation 
is extended. The machinery will be chiefly 
constructed by engineers belonging to this 
settlement. It ia estimated that, exclusive of 
the labour for sawing the timber, forming the 
dam, and executing other works which may 
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be performed by oatives under the superin- 
tendence of a European, the ram of 3007. will 
be required for itB erection. This sum it is 
proposed to raise by means of a company, 
the amount being dirided into thirty shares of 
ten pounds each: 1207. has already been col- 
lected, and it is confidently expected that the 
whole amount will be subscribed before the 
building is completed. Three shares are the 
greatest number held by one individual : some 
hold two shares, but the great majority of 
shareholders hold single shares. Some of these 
hold shares in their own name, which are sub- 
scribed for by the hapus, or Bubdividons of 
tribes of which they are chiefs. 

Amongst the principal rising natives is a 
son of old Rauparaha, of whom a colonial 
paper gives the following flattering account, 
and, as I have often been in his company, and 
remarked his intelligence, and I may say gen- 
tlemanly bearing, I feel great satisfaction in 
relating it. " Petiiaps a more Bttiking contrast 
S2 
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is not to be found than in Rauparalia and 
his son. The old man, with a gieat deal of 
natural Eagaoity, cunning to a proverb, and 
deeply implicated in every deed of blood which 
has darkened the history of this part of the 
island in his generation, has all the vices and 
qualities which belong to a. savage; but his 
only Bon — the last of his race (the others 
having fallen in the difTerent wars in which 
their parent has been engaged), destined to 
contanue his father's name and succeed to his 
authority — has profited by the lessons and 
examples of civilisation. Both he and hie 
wife are always dressed after the European 
fashion. His house is composed of wood, 
built on the native construction, but with 
wooden floors, doors, and glazed windows; and 
is furnished with chairs and tables and a bed. 
As he is about to remove with the rest of the 
tribe to the new village, he has not thought 
it worth while to incur further expense or 
trouble in altering his present dwelling. He 
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alwayB uses at his meals plates and knives and 
forks; the table is covered with a white table- 
cloth ; and both be and bis wife ^t at the table 
in the European manner, on chairs. They are 
always glad to see, and hospitably entertain, 
any settlers travelling along the coast. 

" On ChriEtmas day Thomson gave a dinner 
to the people of bis tribe; his table could only 
accommodate sixteen at a, time, but in the 
course of the day about sixty partook of his 
hospitality. The entertainment consisted of 
aonp, fish, pork, and plum-pudding. Both 
men and women sat down together — a thing 
totally unprecedented in maori customs; 
every guest was dressed in the European 
&shion, and sat down to dinner on cburs, using 
plates and knives and forks at their meal. To 
the first sixteen Thomson produced — it was 
all hla cellar could boast of — a bottle of 
American cider. In this description we have 
been minute, but we have endeavoured to be 
correct," The facta above related show that 
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civiliBatioa has taken root, and is adrancing 
with rapid attides among the natave populatioa 
ofthis district. They do more; they offer to 
inteDding settlera the best guarantee they can 
desiie foi the future tTanquillity of the diatriot. 
The natives are now most busily employed in 
the arte of peace ;] pleased with the progress 
they hare made, they are most aiudotis to be 
further instructed; the iruita of their honest 
industry they dispose of to the settlers, and 
expend the proceeds in the purchase of British 
manufactures. They are too much interested, 
ihey bare too much to lose, to allow the peace 
of the district to be disturbed; and the more 
roads are opened, and the meaiu of communi- 
cation improved, the more intimately the 
races are brought together. In the tgx; 
formation of these roads the Euzopeaa and 
Maori may be found working side by dde. It 
is possible that disturbances may oocsrionaHy 
occur, for with Bangahiata and tboee who act 
with him the old leaven atill remains; but the 
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great-bulk of the oadve population are peace- 
aHy disposed, and rapidly advancing in civil- 
isation. Let the &rce now in this part of the 
island be maintMned for a few years longer; 
let the present influences now at woik be 
Bufiered to have their free development ; let 
the firm but kindly policy now pursued towards 
the natives be perserered in, and we have the 
Bureat pledges of the rapid progress and pro- 
sperity of the colony. 

The piogresB made in sveiy way in New 
Zealand within the last three years, and the 
first two under such disadvantagous circnm- 
staoces, reflects the greatest credit on the 
present Grovemor, whose indefatigable exer- 
tiom have been crowned with unexampled 
success; inspiring those who are already out 
in the colony with hope of a speedy return fos 
their care and hardshipe, and those who are 
till Ti Wing of going oiii, with confldenoe w 
to the ultimate issue of the nodexteking. The 
present drawback to poor people of gentility 
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emigrating ia the voyage out under the present 
«y9tem. 

I have no doubt that mount^ns are made 
out of molehills when accidents do happen to 
emigrant ships, exaggeration being but too 
common on all such occasionH. Hie insuf- 
ficiencj of the agent's staff, at the different 
emigrating ports, to inspect the emigrant 
ships, stores, proviaons, &c., is one evil; and 
the want of discipline on the voyage, to insure 
cleanliness, and precautions sgunst fire, an- 
other. Surely, such a veiy serious conddera- 
tion as emigration has now become deserves 
much eucooragement; and as it is the boast 
of England that the sun never sets on her 
dominions, this increase of territory might be 
dealt with by increased care and attention. A 
man of education and talent, in making up 
hia mind to desert his mother country and 
adopt a new one, has much to check his 
ardour, particularly if be has any amtntion in 
his composition. 



cGoogk 



DISCOUBAOEHENTS. 265 

First, hia oSectionata friends at home, to 
whom he imparts his intendon of going to 
New Zealand, or any oiher colony, set to 
work most induBtrionsly to rake up &om the 
depths of their memoiy any disaatent which 
they may happen to recollect as having oc- 
Cttrted to some acquaintance who haa alieady 
gone out ; and not always confining them- 
selves to memoiy alone, call on their inven- 
tion to dishearten the adventurous with some 
well-told tale of misery. Pet^ as this may 
seem, it all adds to the imcheering prospect 
which one must feel in undertaking to dive 
into a totally new existence; knowing that 
the utmost that a colonist can e^)ect is to 
make money, which may brmg with it am- 
bition : and if talent exists in the individual, 
he naturally returns to England, to enter for 
the many prizes which mealth and ability 
open to all at home; no such prize being ob- 
tainable in any of our distant dominions, ex- 
cept by her Majesty's officers, who return to 
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Aeir homes witli what honour or glory they 
may have derived ixcaa theii services in these 
coimtries, leaving the plodding settlers ofcen 
discontented at finding themselves out of the 
pale of receiving even the minor honours 
showered on t^ who have the lock to possess 
interest enough to hring them within the 
leach of the power able to reward the de- 
aerving. No such boon is obtunahle by the 
possessors of equal ability and ttdent amongst 
our exiled countrymen. This deadens the 
feeling of proper ambitious pride, without 
which the state of society of any comma- 
nity must degenerate. 

With the immense capabilities which Eng- 
land poaseeses of colonising, as well as t^ 
great advantage it must prove to her own 
overpopulated country, the time caimot be &r 
distant when more fadlity will be oSered to 
those who wish to vi^t the distant colonies of 
New South Wales and New Zealand; the 
time DOW occupied cm the passage being to 
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mercantile mea a senous drawback to under- 
taking sjij Bpecnlationfi rec[itiiiiig ihai pre- 
sence far a time in either country. The passagee 
already made by steamers round the Cape of 
Good Hope are suffident to prove that the 
time may be considerably shortened, and that 
thete is nothing to prevent steam communica- 
tion between En^and and these distant colo- 
nies; although I am inclined to be of opinion 
that the overland route, vid Fanama, is the 
most likdy to be adopted, fsintapally oo 
account of the mails, which mi^ tinis very 
well reach If ew Zealand in seven weeks) and 
Sidney and Hobart Town in ei^t, havii^ 
1»anch. BteameiB &om Wellington to take ihe 
Hobart Town mail and passengers. Thij 
would do away entirely with the long tedious 
sea voyage at present unavoidable. I will not 
attempt to enter into t^e pailiculaia of the 
route which may be most advantageoudy 
taken aczosB the Fadfic, as I see tlat diia 
sulgect hasakeady been c o oait m i bj pec^ 
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intimately acc[iiainted witli the resources of 
theislitDda Ijiug between Faoama and Kew 
Zealand, and wMch would be the best dep6t 
for coals and other necessaries. 

Whenever a biisk trade is commenced be- 
tween New Zealand and KeW South Wales, it 
will soon extend itself to many of the islands 
lying between Singapore and these coimtries, 
aa well as to China; and I hare no doubt 
that some of the ingenious and persevering 
natives of the last-named country would soon 
find their way, with their many manufactures, 
to so deEorable a market. A few of these 
industrious people would be a great acqui- 
ration to New Zealand ; as fishermen they 
are unrivalled, and would set a good example 
in sobriety and industry to the natives wid 
colonists. 

New Zealand has now taken a fiur start, 
and the Government and Company are proving 
their anxiety to do the colony justice; and 
even the -intricate and unsatisfectory land 
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cMm ill the Soutliern district ia taken in hand 
by one whose care and sagacity cannot fail to 
adjust this complicated question to the satis- 
faction of those who can be satisfied. The 
task ia anything but an enviable one; and the 
int«rests of those from whom information is 
to be gained are so directly oppo^te, that one 
party or the othei must (or will) think them- 
■ selves aggrieved. It is to be hoped that the 
unhappy diHerences which have existed be- 
tween the Company's settlers and the natives, 
as well as between the settlers themselves, will 
be terminated, -and that the arbitration of his 
Excellency will not be made a subject of 
private animadversion or party feeling. The 
lamented death of Colonel Wakefield, the 
Company's readent agent at Wellington, has 
deprived Sir George Grey of an able and 
zealous assistant in bringing about an ami- 
cable and satisfactory arrangement of this 
important question. From Colonel Wake- 
field's long readence in the colony, and hie 
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hsTing deroted the whole of liis attention to 
its advancement, hie death is a great loBS to all 
thoBe interested in the weliaie of the Southern 
district of New Zealand. It ia to be hoped, 
moreova, now that the disadvantages this part 
of the colony has hitherto lahouied under have 
been temoved, that his successor will meet 
with but few of the difficulties which have as 
yet rendered the New Zealand Company's 
f^ency such an unenviable post. 

By some of the late accounts from Wel- 
lingtoD, it appeus that that town has been 
vifflted with some severe shocks of earthquake, 
and that many of the flimsy brick buildings 
(which I wcaider stood the gales of wind bo 
long) came down about the people's ears. 
The £iEt acoount of this was a melancholy 
picture of misery, but from subsequent arri- 
vals from the colony it turned out that 
only a few of the weak-hearted ones were 
frightened; from whose description of this 
awful vimtation we at the antipodes might 
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have been led to Buppoee that the whole place 
had been swallowed up, and the hmigry earth 
waiting iiapatiently for more Tictims: such 
boweirer was not the case, and the prospects of 
the colony seem now blighter than ever they 
have been. Neverthelees, eveiy allowance 
most be made for the mnrmuringa of those 
much tried people, whose courage and forti- 
tude have been put to such severe testa. 
They appear to have set to work with true 
philosophical heroism to repair the damage, 
instead of loung time in bewailing their 
losses. Their fellow -colonists at Auck- 
land, with praiseworthy promptness, upon 
the receipt of the exaggerated account of 
the disaster at Wellington, raised a hand- 
some subscription amongst themselves, whicb 
was forwarded immediately ibr the relief of 
(as they supposed) their destitute brethren at 
their late rival settlement, whose misfortunes 
seem to have removed the deep-rooted jea- 
lousies which have hitherto existed between 
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tbe two places: and it is to be hoped that this 
good feeling will continue, as it must in the 
end piove of the greatest benefit to the colony 
at large ; and, as a c(donial paper ohspives, 

" Let us unite with dauntless hearts and 
strong arms in pushing civilisation and pros- 
peiity towards each other, until they render the 
now almost impenetrable boundaries of New 
Ulster and New Mnnster an im^nary line." 

The only rivalry now existing between these 
two places is the desire to excel ; and although 
the inhabitants of Wellington could not coun- 
tonance the exaggerated statements of the 
damage done by accepting the liberal offer of 
their generous fellow-countrymen, they have 
returned the money with such expressions of 
gratitude for the intended kindness, and at 
the same time hoping that it may be laid out 
in some public building commemorative of 
the occasion, and of the benevolent spirit 
which led to the collection of the fund, that 
tbe good feeling thus started through the 
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medium of the late mishaps is likely to be- 
come the means of forming a lasting and 
beneficial friendship between the inhabitants 
of the two capitab. 

Xbe last arrival from the colony brings the 
news of the assembling of the first legislative 
council at Wellington, which the colonial 
presa ridicules. Many gentlemen declined 
accepting seats, in consequence of their not 
liking the nominee system. A meeting had 
been held to memorialise her Majesty on the 
subject of a representative legislative council 
to enable them to govern themselves; which, 
from all accounts, they are in condition to do 
quite as well, if not better than some of our 
older colonies. The Governor- in- Chief, Sir 
George Grey, has disappointed them on this 
important subject: he having expressed his 
opinion some time since (1847) that the colo- 
nists were quite capable of managing their 
own afEairs, but from some cause unknown has 
since refused to grant them this boon, although 
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authorised to do so by the home goTemment 
Thejare, however, promised a complete system 
of tepiesentatiTe goTenmient three jeara hence, 
when a general assembly will be constituted 
for die whole three islands, consisting of two 
chambers — one appointed by the Crown, flie 
other ch(»en by the people of the provisoes, 
according to the proportion of th^ respeotive 
populations. Each province will also have a 
separate assembly, composed partly of persons 
named by the Orown, partly of members 
elected by the people. The General Assem- 
bly is to have the usoal powere of a colonial 
parliament. 

I am only sorry that I have not the ability 
to do this highly -favoured country justice in 
describing its many recommendationa. I can- 
not say too much in its favour; and I sincerely 
hope that, under able management, it will be 
freed from the heavy clogs which have hi- 
therto retarded its advancement, and, with &e 
assistance of Providence, become the comfort- 
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able and happy home of many thousanda of 
oiir fellow-countrymen who are now wanting 
the common necessaries of life in England, and 
be a lasting monument to the memory of those 
who formed, and carried into execution, the 
praiseworthy undertaking of coloni^ng this ex- 
tensive and unaccountably neglected country. 
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